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My Lord, | | 

II YL 70t of to day, that theſe, 
1 .' who leave the party of Error , 
| to embrace Truth , find thems 
{ ſelves - expoſed to the Perſecu- 
Y/ion of the world; And it ic not of #0 
Woe neither, that they have need of 
Ydowerful Mary, to e- them againſt 
Wee, 
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by Fathers ,: for to embrace , the” Purity of 


. Conſpiraties to kill him ; and think that 


- TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 


| Your Lordſhip knows , that 5+. Paul! 


.c.. had no. ſooner the title and the quality of 
 H1an newly Converted,” but preſently he: 


few himſelf<For ſaken- . and Perſecuted - of 
Ur gg ry m_ aoth but lofe his la-! 
bour , in alledging ts the Fews the Motives: 
of his Converſion , in Diſputing againſt. 
them, in Confounding them; the Jews 
are not yet for all that , leſs mad, or leſs. 
furious againſt him. Theſe wicked men 
doſtill {TMAgINe , that the Motives ; which 
have obliged Paul to leave the Religion « 


the Goſpel , are no others but the Inconſtancy; 
of his mind ,.. or the” deſire of. Novelty : 
And in' that perſwaſiow, they look upon 
him as a Runaway ,- '4xa an Apoſtata ; the 
lay. wait for him ;. they frame Plots and 


they cannot render to God Almighty a ſer 
Find thems 


vice more Religious, than to 


F 42.23. 4.12. ſelves With.a ſolemn Vow, ſaying; Thath, 
_ they:would geirher cat nor drink till” 


they. had killed Paul. %t 3 
-» St, Paul. « obliged, to run away; - ht 
muſt \go- ont: of «| Damaſcus over. the: walls , 
to avojd- the fury of | his Enemies; 'he:muſf 
rettre-to. Jeruſalem ,-” that -be "might 'be, 


more ſafe; and there St, Paul, theogh "8 
EVI 4. £ £ Choſen 


iu Ore ,” fo. «a. —_— - "I 


© TheEpiſtle Dedicarory, * 


Choſen Veflel., He ah to ſoe-; thi 
Shpor er rk ſbun his 774 = 
they are all affraid of. him, and that They yo 49. ' 
- will nat. truſt him ,- becauſe that they are __— 
ſuſpirious * ay om noſe ſhould be - \. 
connt erfeired, - and +. diſſanu- "© 
lated. '.. Ana for p i _ he nnſt have 
ws. unto. one of \ the | Apoſtles ,- "to; be 
bis Protedtor ,- to preſent him to the Diſci- | 
ples , and declare unto them after how'mar: pa. 23; 
wellous a ' manner”, God had been pedfed 
to accompliſh his Converſion. 
This was the condition wherein St. Paul 
was reduced, after his Converſion ; and it 
i alſo, my Lord, the very ſame condition , 
in which a man newly Converted, is reduced 
now in owr Age. 
On the one ſide, thoſe whoſe party he doth 
 forſake, become his moit bitter ani nuſt irre- 
concilable enemies, they threaten him with 
nothing . leſs . than his entire deſtrattion 
il. 412d ruin;. and were not np gen and 
HE pernicious deſigns reftrained by the ſeverity 
| ” Laws , rs ref ſee par bc the Tra- 
gical conſequences of their indiſcreet and 
Paſſunate Zeal, _ 
...0n the other ſue, , 4 great number o 
thoſe , "who ap. profeſs the Parity "of. the 
| Goſpel 5 do not truſt him , they avoid oi 
they 
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they are afraid of him, for the ſame rea 
ſons for ion the ju were affraid 


'-* of Paul; they are affraia, leaſt he a 


wot be truly and throughly Converted ; 
they are affraid, leaft his Converſion 
(bould be imterreſſed and imperfet?, or at 
leaſt they are affraid that it ſhould not be 
' everlaſting , and leaſt after having ſtayed 
forne while amongſt them , he ſhould return 
fo his Errors, and become once more the 
Perſecutor of the Goſpel and / the 
Truth-. 

* In this condition, what will become a 
man newly Converted ? For =__ , whoſe 
' Errors he has forſaken, and who ado per- 
ſecute him without Mercy or Chartty, 
he doth dirett his Prayers to the Ever- 
laſting God, for their Converſion, in the 
very time when he is the' moſt ——_— 
perſecmted by them ; he lifts up his hands 
to Heaven continually, to ackwowleage , 
that the fins, which he has committed , 
are the only cauſes, which draw npon his 
head all theſe Perſecuttons, But for 
theſe, with whom he doth profeſs the ſame 


Faith , he has weed, as well as $t, Paul, - 


of 4 powerful Protetfor , to be his aduo- 
cate , to ſpeak in his favonr, and make 


known to «ll the People , that his Conver- 
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bon is uot au effet# of Intereſt , of Incona  —- 
Y' . jap one Fg but that it is the 
ml Ged, and: an Effect of his Mer+ 
cies. GNI, WIRY: | 
Though , by the Grace of 'Ged, ' if is 
almoſt three years", ſince" 1'\-ptofeſſed 
the Pqrity of the Goſpel ;..yet 1 may' ul 
veral reaſons be accounted in the numbe 
of theſe who are newly' Converted; and in 
that condition, 1 fipd my ſelf retuced to 
the ſame fortune , to fall into the hatred 
and arteſtation of thoſe , whoſe Errors I 
. have forſaken, and to find in a great 
many Proteſtants coldneſs and repug- 
'naucy, when they (ball know that I 
have formerly profeſſed Error., .and Per- 
ſecnted thoſe , who embraced the Purity of 
the Goſpel, \ AL. 3 
1 am not ſv ignirant , howfar the Zeal 
and the Paſſion of Men reach in matters 
of Religion, as not to. excuſe my Enemies ; 
I forgive them with all my heart, and 1 
pray God, that he will be pleaſed to 
enlightes them, and give them the 
knowledge of his Trath. | 
1 am not ſo unjuft neither , as to com. \ 
demmn the Prudence of the Proteſtants: 
1 acknowledoe that they have reefon 
to miſtruſt me, ſince that others have 
| de- 
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deceived them * and, 'as F have "not. the. 


vanity to think my ſelf. more [g herrom 


St. Paul, ſo do not 1 think them more 
guilty than all the Diſciples , and all the 
Saints, who dwelt at Jeruſalem, who 
miſtruſted" this Apoſtle, and were. af- 
a leaſt his Converſion ſhould \not be 


ſincere. 


.\. 18 is 2 this condition', that I acknow: | 
ledge that 1 have - need of a powerful 


Protet#ion., 'and tit. is'to. crave yours, my ' 


Lord -,. that 1 come with this humble 
Dedication. SETS od Thats 
- The Diſciples were ſatisfied , when one 


of the Apoſtles preſented them Paul ; "and * 


Fold them the wonders which Grace-aid 
"work in his Converſion: have not I all 
the reaſons in the world to think that all 
thoſe who- do profeſs the. Purity *of the 


Goſpel , will be ſatisfied alſo ,* and that 
they will. conſider meas a"true ſon' of "the 


Church,” as ſoon as they* will hear that 

the 'motives of my" Converſion appear in 

phblick under your Lordſhips Protettion ? © | 
He who preſented-* 8t. Paul”, ro the 


Faithful, was an: Apoſtle » *who"*Pecn- | 
tarly rejoyeed in the” Increaſing - of © the 
Kingdom of - Chriſt, he was * filled with | 
Heavenly. ſatisfattion', when he ſaw the" 


effec, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
effeits of the Grace of Chriſt, in the 
hearts of the People , whowere Converted 
to the Goſpel: * He was a good man, 
and full of the Holy Ghoſt and of 
Faith. 1t is in abridgement, the Pane- 
gyrick , which the Holy Ghoſt made of all 
his Virtues, It ts that which cauſed the 


* Perſe 24. . 


Apoſtles to be ſatisfied with $t, Paul, © 


and to conſider him, as 4 man, ttus 
| | /y Converted ; ſince that he was pre- 


, | ſented to them by an Apoſtle , whoſe Faith, 


, | Zeal, and Virtue, were fo perfectly known 
f 70 them. | | 
» | And have wot I reaſon to hope , that 
1 | the true Proteſtants will confider me as 
1 | « man truly Converted , when they ſhall 
1 ſee, that it is you, My Lord, who re- 
1H | cerve me into the Church ; You, to whom 
God Almighty bas granted a peculiar Gift 
+ of Diſcerning of Spirits. Yow, who 
> have 20 greater joy in the World, than 
-+ io ſee the Divine Operations of Grace , 
in the hearts of thoſe, who lived for- 
merly in Errors. Tou , who take ſo much 
p., Ycare of thoſe, that are newly Converted ; 
au. I1ho maintain ſo openly their intereſts , 
he 4»who take your delight in bringing them up , 
th Ji” keeping them, as young Plants, where - 
he with God is pleaſed to adorn his Charch, 
7 $5 b | : not - 


The Epiſtle Dedicator y. 
wotwithſlanding all the enemies of the. 
Propagation of the Goſpel. -You, whoſe In- 
tegrity ſtops the mouths even of all thoſe , 
who (being the Enemies of the Church of 
Chriſt.) are become your Enemies, Tow, 
in fine, My Lord, whoſe Zeal and Faith | © 
appear every day ſo generoufly, when there 
is ſomething that concerns the Intereſts of 
God, the Glory of Chriſt, and the Purity 
of his Holy word, Have not I reaſon, ſaid 
1, to think that all the Faithful will not þf |; 
doubt of the ſincerity of my condutt , as || ve 
ſooz as they fall know, that it is You, My 
Lord, who receive me into the Church, || 8" 
and that you have been pleaſed to receive me || ® 
likewiſe into your Protection. 


Your moſt Humble, 
| 
and moſt Obedient Servant, = 
| Lewis Des-Ccotats. 
s, | | ws 
| t 
* =D CO 7 y 


TABLEp*t 


. 


TAB LE 
7 pw 
4 INTRODUCTION. 
f $ 1. The Reaſons wherefore I have been en- 
f Sagcd to write theſe Memoires. Pag. 1. 


y 2. That the Convegſion of a man who did 
C } live inthe Errors. of the Romax Church, is a 
s | very great Miracle. Pap. 5» 
'y y 3. After what manner and by what de- 
grees the Spirit of God made me underſtand 
my Errets. : - pag. 9. 


FIRST P ART, 


| That the Doqrin of the Roman Church 
is not grounded neither upon the 
belief of the Primitive Church ,- or 
the Authority of the Holy Fathers, 


CHAP, I. 


is PD 
"JHow I underſtood that the Nodrin of 
| the Komar Church is got grounded 
—ſj upon the Scripture. [ 
| $ r. The Reading of theScriptyre diſpoſes 
| Ee to acknowledge the Errors of Rome. pag. 11. 


$ 2, The Errors of the Romams Church 
oY þ 2 whereof 
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Table, 


whereof 1 was perſwaded, made me find-in 
theScripture many Difficulties , many Inſuffi- 
ciencies , and many Contradiftions. pap. 16. 

$ 3. Circumſtances which did contribute to 
haſten my Converſion. pag. 22. 

$ 4. Concluſion of this Chapter. That the 
. Articles of Faith of the Romar Church cannot 


be proved by Scripture. | Pay. 26. 
CHAP. IL 


| How I underſtood that the Articles of 
Faith of the Kowarn Church are not 
grounded upon the Belief of the 
Primitive Church, nor upon the 
| Authority of the Holy Fathers. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The reading of the Books concerning The 


Perpetuity of Faith in the Euchariſt, was an occa- 
ſion tome to examin in particular the Belief of 
the Romar Church about that matter. pag. 30. 

Diviſion of the Errors of Rome concerning 
the Euchariſt, Par. 34- 


| Seftion TI. 

That the belief of Roe about the real 

| Preſence in the ſenſe of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, is a new Dorian in the 
Church, EY, | 


[, Firſ 
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Table, 
1. Firſt Proof drawn out of the Arguments 
wherewith the Fathers of the Church-had 
wont to Diſpute againſt the Heathens. pag. 36. 
TI. Second Proof drawn out of the Reaſons 
wherewith the ſame Fathers had wont to Di- 
ſpute againſt the Hereticks. pad. 41. 
III. Third Proof drawn out of the man- 
ner whereafter the Fathers had wont to ſpeak 
of the Holy Sacrament, pag. 44- 
I'V. Fourth Proof drawn out of the no- 
velty of the Doetrin teaching Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. pag. 4.3 


Sefton II... 


That that which is taught of the Sacri- 
fice of the Mafs in the Church of 
Rome , is a Doctrin contrary to the 


belief of the Primitive Church. 


I. In what ſenſe it is true to ſay that the 
Holy Sacrament is a Sacrifice. pag. FO. 
IT. That the pretended Propitiatory Sa- 
crifice of the Roman Church is contrary to the 
Scripture. Par: F 3» 
ITT. What has given occaſion to that Error, 
and the degrees of Corruption which brought 
forth that belief. | pag. 56. 
I'V. That the horrid abuſe which is flid in 
the Roman Church, to offer their Sacrifices in 
the honour of Saints, is a praRtice contrary to | 
that of the Primitive Church. _ f pag. 59- 


Sefton 


Table. 


Seftion III. 
That the manner of Adminiſtring the 


Sacrament in the Romany Church is 


quite different, and very much op- 
oſed to that to which they were uſed 
1 the firſt Ages of the Church. 


I. That in the time of the Apoſtles, and in 
the firft ages of the Church 'they gave the 
Communion to all the People under both kinds, 
they worſhipped not the Hoſt, and celebrated 
not the Holy Myſteries in an unknown 
Tongue. pag. 64+ 

II. The beginning of all the Errors of the 
Roman Church in the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament. pag. 70. 


I. The beginning of the Abridgement. | 


2, The beginning of the Wo 

the Hoſt. | Page 74- 
3- The beginning of the celebration of 

the Euchariſt in an unknown Tongue. pag.78. 


of the Cup. pag. 71. 
ritip of 
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Concluſion of the Firſt Part, © 


That the Articles of Faith of the Roman 
Church cannot be proved by the praQtice of 
+ the Primitive Church, nor by the authority of 
"che ancient Fathers © - pag. 80. 
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Table, 


Oh 


Second Part. | 


hat the: Cliurch of Riker is not the 


true Church , that it's Authority 

is not Infallible, and that it is full 

of Corruptions and Errors, 
» 
INTRODUCTION. 

The Divine Providence brought forth ſome 
occaſions, which made me reſolve to examin 
the very firſt grounds of the Queſtion concer- 
ning the Authority of the Roman Church. pag. 1. 

I. The occaſion that I had to examin a-new 
all the Articles of Eaith of the Roman Church , 
all which I reduced to the Authority of the 
ſame Church , © A483» 
2. The occaſion that I had to doubt ey the 


| Infallibility of the Pope , made me reſolye to 


examin again , and without 'paſſion, upon 
which is grounded that Authority , which the 
Church of Rome boafts ſo much. pag. 6. 
..3. Circumftances wherewith I began to 
examin the Authority of the Romaz Church, 
and- what I do defign in the Rehearſal of 
them. | pag. 12, 


CHAP. I. 


Of the pretended grounds of the Au: 
thority of the Reman Church pag.16. 


Sefton 


they are affraid of him, for the ſame rea- 
| Nos for Seek the Diſciples — affraid 
\ of Paul; they are affraid, leaft he ſhould 
wot be truly and throughly Converted : 
they are affraid , leaft his Converſion 
(bould be interreſſed 4nd imperfett , or at 
leaſt they are affraid that it ſhould wot be 
everlaſting , and leaſt after having ſtayed 
forne while amongſt them , he ſhould return 
fo his Errors, and become once more the 
Perſecuror of the Goſpel and of the 
Truth. | 

* In this condition , what will become a 
man newly Converted? For = , whoſe 
Errors he has forſakem, and who do per- 
ſecute him without Mercy or Chartty, 
he doth direft his Prayers to the Ever- 
lafting God, for their Converſion, in the 
very time when he is the' moſt —_—— 
perſecuted by them ; he lifts up his hands 
to Heaven comtinually, to ackmowledpe , 
that the fins, which he has committed , 
are the only canſes, which draw npon his 
head all theſe Perſecauttons, Put for 
theſe, with whons he doth profeſs the ſame 
Faith, he has need, as well as St, Paul, - 
of 4 powerful Proteftor , to be his aduo- 
cate , to ſpeak in his frvonr, and make 
known to «ll the People , that his Corver- 
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ton is ot au effect of intereſt ," of Tncons - 
- 2 Or of pos but that it is the 
—— Ged, and: an Effect of his Mer« 
cies. > LEV ES 
Though , by the. Grace. of God, - it is 
almoſt three years', ſince''1 key £o-y 
the Parity of the Goſpel ;.yet 1 may _ 
veral reaſons be accounted in the 
of thoſe who are newly" Converted; and in 
that condition, 1 find my ſelf refuced to 
the ſame fortune , to fall into the hatred. 
and drteſtation of thoſe; whoſe Errors I 
have forſaken, and to find in a great 
many Proteſtants * coldneſs end repug- 
naucy, when they (ball know that 1 
have formerly profeſſed Error., . and Per- 
ſecuted thoſe , who embraced the. Purity of 
the Goſpel, TIT 

1 am not ſv ignorant , how far the Zeal 
and the Paſſion of Men reach in matters 
of Religion, as not to. excuſe my Enemies ; 
T1 forgive them with all my heart , and I 
pray God, that he: will be pleaſed. to 
enlighten them, and give them the 
knowledge of his Trath. | 

1 am not ſo unjuft neither , as to con- 
demn' the Prudence of the Proteſtants» 
* 7 acknowledge that they have reaſon 
to miſtruſt me, ſince that others have 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
deceived them ; and,'as 1 have wot the. 
vanity to think-my ſelf. more pre "than. 


St." Paul., ſo do not 1 think them more 
guilty than all the Diſciples , and all the 
Saints , who dwelt - 15-—_ro k _ 
miſtruſted' this Apoſtle, and were. af- 
och 97; his -—_ erſion ſhould 'not be 
ſincere. | CHAS Eo hghpi 
18 is 4u this condition, that I acknow: 
ledge that 1 have- need of a powerful 
Protettion., 'and it 15 'to grave: yours, 1 
Lord ,. that 1 come \with this humble 
Dedication. bY ro” of Ents 
- The Diſciples were ſatisfied , when one 
of the Apoſtles preſented them Paul ; "and 
Fold them the wonders which Grace aid 
"work in his Converſion: have not I all 
the reaſons in the world to think that all 
thoſe who do profeſs the. Purity *of 'the 
Goſpel; will be ſatisfied alſo and that 
they will conſider me 'as a"true ſon' of the 
Church, as ſoon as they will hear ,that 
the motives of my* Converſion appear in 
publick under your Lordfhips Proteition ? \ 
He who preſented-+ 8t, Pavil, to rhe 
Faithful, was an+ CApoſtle , * who *prcn- 


 lrarly rejoyced in the” Increaſing - of "the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, he'was * filled with 


Heavenly. ſatisfation , when he ſaw the 


| effetts _ - 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - "M1 
_ - the Grace of Chriſt, in the 


carts of the People , who were Converted 
to the Goſpel: * He was a good man, *peſ.24. 
and full of the Holy Ghoſt and of 
Faith, 1t #s in abridgement , the Pane 
gyrick , which the Holy Ghoſt made .of all 
his Virtues, It ts that which cauſed the 
Apoſtles to be ſatisfied with 8t, Paul, - 
and to conſider him, as a man, thus 
ly Converted ; Page that he was pre- 
ſented to them by an Apoſtle , whoſe Faith, 
Zeal, and Virtue , were ſoperfeitly known 
tothem, ' ? 
And have mot I reaſon to hope , that 
the true Proteſtants will confider me as 
4 man truly Converted , when they ſhall 
ſee, that it is you, My Lord, who re- 
cerve me into the Church; You, to whom 
God Almighty bas granted a peculiar Gift 
of Diſcerning of Spirits. Tow, who 
have no greater joy in the World, than 
to ſee the Divine Operations of Grace, 
in the hearts of thoſe, who lived for- 
merly in Errors. Tou , who take ſo much 
care of thoſe , that are newly Converted; 
| who maintain ſo openly their intereſts , 
| who take your delight in bringing them up , 
, *| n keeping them, as young Plants where» 
» | with God is pleaſed to adorn his Church, 
b _ 
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wotwithſlanding all the enemies of the 


Propagation of the Goſpel, You, whoſe In- 
—_ ſtops the mouths even of all thoſe , 


who (being the Enemies of the Church of + 


Chriſt.) are become your Enemies, Tot, 
in fine, My Lord, whoſe Zeal and Faith 
appear every day ſo generoufly, when there 
i ſomething that concerns the Intereſts of 
God, the Glory of Chriſt, and the Purity 
of his Holy word, Have not I reaſon, ſaid 
1, to think that all the Faithful will not 
doubt of the ſincerity of my condutt , as 
ſox as they fhall know, that it is You, My 
Lord, who receive me into the Church, 
and that you have been pleaſed to receive me 
likewiſe into your Prote@tion, 


Your moſt Humble , 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


Lews Des-ecotar. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


$ 1. The Reaſons wherefore I have been en- 
gaged to write theſe Memoires. Pag. 1. 
y 2. That the Convegſion of a man who did 
_live in the Errors. of the Romax Church, is a 
very great Miracle. | pag.5. 
y 3. After what manner and by what de- 
grees the Spirit of God made me underſtand 
_ my Kent © ; pag. 9. 


FIRST PART. 


That the Docrin of the Romar Church 
is not grounded neither upon the 


belief of the Primitive Church ,- or 


the Authority of the Holy Fathers, 


CHAP, I. 


How I underſtood that the Doctrin of 
the Roman Church is qot-grounded 
- upon the Scripture. : 
$ r. The Reading of theScriptpre diſpoſes 
me to acknowledge the Errors of Rome. pat: Il. 
Chu 


$ 2, The Errors of © the Romans Church 
"She þ 2 whereof 
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whereof 1 was perſwaded, made me find-in 
the Scripture many Difficulties , many Inſuffi- 
ciencies , and many Contradiftions. pap. 16. 
$ 3. Circumſtances which did contribute to 
haſten my Converſion. pag. 22, 
$ 4. Concluſion of this Chapter. That the 

. Articles of Faith of the Roman Church cannot 
be proved by Scripture. pag. 26. 


CHAP. IL 


How I underſtood that the Articles of 
Faith of the Kowarn Church are not 
grounded upon the Belief of the 
Primitive Church, nor upon the 
Authority of the Holy Fathers. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The reading of the Books concerning The 
Perpetuity of Faith in the Euchariſt, was an occa- 
_ fiontometo examin in particular the Belief of 
the Roman Church about that matter. pag. 30. 

Diviſion of the Errors of Rome concerning 
the Euchariſt, pag. 34+ 


| % FSedtion I. 

That the belief of Rowe about the real 
Preſence in the ſenſe of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, is a new Doctrin in the 
Church, Eg | 


[. Firſt 


. Sefton 


Table. | 
TT, Firſt Proof drawn out of the Arguments 
wherewith the Fathers of the Church-had 
wont to Diſpute againſt the Heathens. pag. 36. 
TI. Second Proof drawn out of the Reaſons 
wherewith the ſame Fathers had wont to Di- 
{pute againſt the Hereticks. pag. 41. 
[TI. Third Proof drawn out of the man- 
ner whereafter the Fathers had wont to ſpeak 
of- the Holy Sacrament, pag. 44- 
I'V. Fourth Proof drawn out of the no- 
velty of the Doctrin teaching Tranſubſtan- 


tiation. pag. 4.3 


Sefton II. 


That that which is taught of the Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs in the Church of 
Rome, is a Doctrin contrary to the 
belief of the Primitive Church, 


IL. In what ſenſe it is true to ſay that the 
Holy Sacrament is a Sacrifice. pag. FO. 
I1. That the pretended Propitiatory Sa- 
crifice of the Roman Church is contrary to the 
Scripture. page. 
111. What has given occaſion to that Error, 
and the degrees of Corruption which brought 
forth that belief. | pag. 56. 
I'V. That the horrid abuſe which is flid in 
the Roman Church, to offer their Sacrifices in 
the honour of Saints, is a praRice contrary to ' 
that of the Primitive Church, pay. 59- 


3s 
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Table. 


Seftion III. 


That the manner of Adminiſtring the 
Sacrament in the Roman Church is 
quite different, and very much op- 

oſed to that to which they were uſed 
1n the firſt Ages of the Church. 


I. That in the time of the Apoſtles, and in 
the firſt ages of the Church 'they gave the 
Communion to all the People under both kinds, 
they worſhipped not the Hoſt, and celebrated 
not the Holy Myſteries in an unknewn 
Tongue. pag. 64. 

1. The beginning of all the Errors of the 
Roman Church in the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament. pag. 70. 


7. The beginning of the Abridgement 
of the Cup. pag. 71. 
2. The beginning of the Worſhip of 
the Hoſt. | Page 74 

3. The beginning of the celebration of 
the Euchariſt in an unknown Tongue. pag.78. 


Concluſion of the Firſt Part, 


That the Articles of Faith of the Roman 
Church cannot be proved by the practice of 


+the Primitive Church, nor by the authority of 


the ancient Fathers, pag. 80. 
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Second Part. : 


That the Church of Rowe is not the 
true Church , that it's Authority 
is not Infallible; and that it is full 
of Corruptions and Errors. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Divine Providence brought forth ſome 
occaſions, which made me reſolye to examin 
the very firſt grounds of the Queſtion concer. 
ning the Anthority of the Roman Church.pag.1. 

1. The occafion that I had to examin a-new 
all the Articles of Faith of the Roman Church , 
all which I reduced to the Authority of the 
ſame Church | 1, 497.3: 

2. The occafion that I had to doubt < the 
Infallibility of the Pope , made me reſolve to 
examin again, and without paſſion, upon 
which is grounded that Authority , which the 
Church of Rome boafts ſo much. pap. 6. 

\ 3. Circumftances wherewith I began to 
examin the Authority of the Romay Church, 
and- what I do defign in the Rehearſal of 
them. pag..12, 


CHAP. I. 


Of the pretended grounds of the Au: 
_ thority of the Roman Church pag.16. 


Seftion 


Table. 


Section |. 


That Antiquity, Adultirade, and Succeſſion are 
not priviledges which ever the Roman Church 
| had enjoyed above all other Churches. pag. 20. 

$ 1. That the Romar Church is not the 
ElaeSt of all the Churches, pag. 21 

$ 2, That the Adulrztude is not on the Roman 


- Churches fide. pag. > 
$ 3. That ather Churches as well as the 


. Roman, have their Succeſſion from Biſhop to 
Biſhop, from the very Apoſtles. pag. 29. 


Seffion LL 


That neither Antiquity, neither Multitude , 
neither Succeſſior, are not Infallible marks of 
the true Church, and confequently that a 
Church may have them all, and with them all be 
an Heretical Church. ag. 32. 

$ r. That Antiquity ignotan infallible mark 
of the true Church. | Pg. 33. 

$ 2, That the Multirude is not an Infallible 


mark of the true. Church. _ pap. 39- 

- $ 3. Thatthe as ogg is not an Infallible 

mark of the true Chyrch. p42-45- 
Concluſion, 


That it is the Succeſſion of the true Doitrin 
from the Apoſtles , whichis an Infallible mark 
of the true Church; and that the Church of 
Rome , which hath not the Succeſſion of the 

|  Dotetrin, 


_ Tablet 

Dorin , has no reaſon to boaſt neither of its 

Antiquity , neither of the Multitade , neither 

of the Succeſſion. * > © © pag. 51. 
: CHAP, IL | 

Of the trae" Grounds" of 'the now 


"1 Romay Church... Yd 5 1: IP 
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Wo oP RED, 
Of the Ambitionof: the: Popes. . 


- $: 1. : The Pope rifes' above all Kings, 
whereas by right he ought to ſubmit to 
them. 614! C17 ; $2H5- x} | . 7. 
$.:2. That thePope riſes above all chart | 
taking unjuſtly to himſelf the Primacy and. 
the Title of Univerſal Biſhop; and that it is 
a Blaſphemy and ar- Apoſtaſie in Chriſtendom 
ta take upon himſuch a Title. . G2. 
$ 3. That the Ambition of the Popes 
extends it felf as far as Impiety.- pag. 69. 
; /iT. That the Pope: takes to himſelf as 
great an Authority as that of God Al 


migh . ; H-TyYS414 «7O. 
> he hat the Pope takes to. himſelf the 


fame Titles which we have uſed to give but 


unto God , and unto Jeſus Chriſt. our Savi- 
our the true Son of God, pag. 72. 


c Sedfion 
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—— 
.The Covetouſneſs of the Popes. p4g.76. 
Concluſion of the Second Fart, 


That the Raz Church being grounded 
. . only upon the Principles which I 
| have rehearſed, is fallen into OF: 


ruption and Error... ” 


$ 1, An horrid Corruption in its man- 


ners. . © © 
$s 2. Some extremely groſs. Err .4n its 


Doftrin. | | Page Ba. 


General Concluſion. 


That I- was engaged to go out of the 
Church of Rome, after that God 
__ had made me know: its 
Errors, "ow degrees which I have 
rehearſed in the. two parts of this 
Diſcourſe. i RT . * * 


5-1. The occaſion of a Sermon which.” J 
Preached about the Sacrament, called again i 
1 wy mind all the Notions I had of the Errors 
(e) Rome. | p42. 91: 
2 


| ; nu 
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$ 2. The difficulties that I ſuffered, and 
the Oppolitions which I had to overcome. p.94- 
$ 2. The Reaſons which I thought upon in 
- my mind, to defer my Converſion. p- 96. 
$ 4- God through his Mercies makes me un- 
derſtand how great a Sin it is to withſtand the 
= c_ _———— of Dh the 
verſion , bringing me to forlake generoull 
Cumming Rome. *”. $108 
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INTRODUCTION. - 


$ 1. The Reaſons wherefore I have 
. been engaged to write theſe Memoirs, 


Do conſider my ſelf as # publick 
-B Sinner, ſince I did profeſs in the 
Rowan Church a DoQtrin'contrary 
-»* to the Goſpel: I look ypon the. 
life that Lled there, as an-exprefs Apo- 
ftaſie from the true Faith: And I look 
upon all the, Errors which I Taught, 
as ſo many publick and ſcandalous 
Herefies;z But after F have conſidered, 
my ſelf as a ſcandalous Heretick , 
F conſider alſo., that I' made - againft 
all my Herefics a ſolemn Revtantarion.,_ 
After I have Tooked upon my ſelf as one 
that was naturally engaged = be an. 
Apoitata from the Goſpel', I conſider E 
have becq raiſed up "Wi that, Apo 


2 


by the profeſſion that I made two Years 
ſince, of the puriry of the Goſpel. In 
a Word, after I have conſidered my 
ſelf as a publick Sinner, engaged by 
my Profeſſion to ſeduce the Peopke, and 
to darken the Light of the Goſpel, in 
deceiving thole whom I was to Teach, 
I do confider my ſelf as a publick Peni- 
tent , who having been' two Years in 
the firſt degree of Penitence in the 
F Order of Hearers (as it. was ordained 
| (a).Conil N+ by the Holy Canons («) of the Primitive 
He pe Fri. Church ) comes to preſent himſelf to 
| ad 4mpb. cap- my ' Lords the Biſhops ., - beleeching 
Wal them to receive him into the Church, , 
that he might by the Steps, which are 
marked. in:the {ame .Canons, get up 
into the ſtate. of Light. and Faith , at 
which he was to aim after his Baptiſm,, 
and from which his Errors drove him 
faraway. And whereas I regard the 
Biſhops as my natural Superiours, and 
as ſomany Judges appointed. to declare 
unto me.the Will of God;, I find my 


ſelf obliged togive them an account of, 
uct, and. to tell, them plainly 


my cond O tell, them, plair 
the means which God has, uled to brin 
me to the Truth of. his holy Word: 


me to write, | 


This.is the firſt Reaſon which obliged; 


Ano: 
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.--:Another Reafon.is, that;:I.do conſi- 
der, my ſelf as a Man taken! our 'of 2 
great Captivity. and delivered out of 
a very dark Priſon. When God had 
delivered St. Pezer out.of Prifon by the 
means of an Angel , whom he ſent to 
him:,. the Scripture makes me under- 
ſtand, that the: Faithful compaſſed him 
round about to. hear him: -to, whom 


St. Peter (4) rehearſed; the marvellous (4).43. 14.17. 


means which, God had uſed to deliver 
bit out of Captivity: I do, not - Que- 
ſtion , but that. the godly People ,. zea- 
lous for the Honour of Gqd,, . for the 
Purity of his Goſpel , and for the: Sal- 
vation of all.Men., as ſoon as they hear. 
fay that God has been pleaſed to.deliver 
one of their Brethren out-af; rhe. Cap- 
tivity of ;the, Devil, out. of, che Priſon 
of the Pope, :will .come'prefently to 
meet him, , to enquire the-means which. 
God hath uſed in bringing him,out of {o 
great a Captivity; | | 


'- Ab! tellus alittle, faith that People 


holily curions, ,which were the mo- 


. tives of your .Converſfion « Was it 


not a very great trouble to you to part 
from all the Friends you bad, to forſake 
all your Acquaintance, to come to live 

7% B 2 in 
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Introduftion. 
in a Foreign Country? I think the com+ 
mon People under the Pope's Dominion 
live without any knowledge ofthe word 
of God: Ah! that his Divine Majeft 
would be pleaſed to lighten- them waitly 
his marvellous Truths; IT make no 
Queſtion, but that all the learned Men, 
and all the Prieſts who enjoy the liberty 
of Reading the Scripture, - may take-a- 
perfect notice of the Errors of Kowez 


ah! that God would be pleaſed to inſpire 


them with the Zeal of their Salvarion, 
and to furn away their hearts out of 'Er- 
ror as he did yours, Ah! how many 
thanks are you to give to God Almigh- 
ty, that he has drawn' you out of the 
Tyranny where you were bortt: -But 
we ſhould be'very glad to-hear the par- 
ticularities of' your Converfion. '' And! 


it is to rehearſe them ,- that-T-undertook: 


this Diſcourſe;, to engage you to joyit' 
your Thankſgivings-'to'mine , for to 
thank Him, to praiſe Him; and to glori-' 
fie Him, admiring the Greatneſs of his 
Goodneſs, and -the Wonders he doth: 
work in the Souls of thoſe whom he has 
choſen, 5 4 
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| ror, which he found his-mind from 
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$ 2. The Converſion of 4 Man who did 
live in the Errors of the Rotyan Church, 
-£& averygreat Miracle, '.. 


Gam Peter's Chains broken by them- 
ſelves, many Blind men recovering 
their Eyes, many Sick bodies heated, mas 
ny Dead rais'd up again, theſe:are very 
great Miracles, atid marvellous Deeds 
of the Higheft's' Mighty-Hand : Bur 
the Divine- alterations which ' Grace 
works in out Soulare a-gteardeal-more = 
marvellogs, more worthy of -God's Ma- 
jefty , betrex becoming his” Almigh- 
tinelſs. 5" 1 Jt f a 43- « 
The Man whom the Finger” of God 
has-touched, te work the Miracle of 
his Converſion, doth not know: himfelf 
atly more ,” io conſiderable 's: that: 
change : hefeels his Soul entirely per- 
ſwaded of certain Truths'which God” 
has revealed/, which he regarded here- 
toforeas ſomanylies; and hefinds him- 
ſelf delivered from-a multitude of er- 
rors, which he worſhipped-as'the Truth 
itſelf, Peradventure you: would! have 
ſuppoſed that the prejudications-oft Br- 


his 


his Child-hood , might be like ſo many 


petty Tyrants and young Devils ,. who 


perplex him, who vex him, who trou- 
ble the quietneſs of his Conſcience, and 
raiſe up in him dimneſs and darknels, 
ſtealing from his Eyes the very light of 
Truth : You are miſtaken, Grace gives 


him ſtrength to diſſipate the evil Spirits: 
and to withſtand Error : Hedoth enjoy. 
the light of the Goſpel with a peace 
and quietneſs which cannot be expref- 


ſed; and asi'the dawning of the Day 


- which comes firſt after Night is recei- 


ved by all Creatures with more pleaſant 


and more delightful wellcome than the 
very Light of Noon, ſo, I dare fay,. 


there ' happens ſometimes the fame 


thing in; the ſtate of Grace, A Soul' 


newly lightened , enjoys. ſometimes 


the Light with more pleaſure and (weet-. 
neſs, than do thoſe who have been all. 


their life long in the broad day-light 
of the Goſpel. That a man ſhould hive 


in ſuch a Tranquillity of Conſcience as 
the Saints themſelves enjoy in Heaven: . 


That he ſhould find pleaſure and ſweet- 


nels '1n; being perſwaded of a Truth : 
which he-lookt upon before as an He-/ 
relie, and .did- not think-of withaur ; 


Horror 5 
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p II. Titrodufiion. 
| Horrour , it is a prodigious work of the 
Hig, itis Almi fy Gods mighty 
and. | br in 
A Chri#iap, who has proſtituted him-. 
ſelf to all his Paſſions , who: has dived 
iato all kinds of Vices and: Deboach- 
"ments, who. has tranſgrefled-all the 
Commandements of God, when Grace 
touches and Conyerts him, it is a great 
Miracle , yet that man who proſtituted 
himſelf to all kinds of Vices, did never 
conceive any horrour againſt thoſe who 
follow V irtue : He did conlider. Virtue 
. asa very hard thing, but not as an Aboe- 
mination; and in the very ſame time 
wherein he broke all the Commande- 
ments,he thought not that it was a great 
ſin to keep them: Hedid not look upon 
thoſe who obſerved them, as ſo many 
-: | Monſters, as ſo many Franticks, as 'a 
Ll. | People , who deſerving the. male- 
: digion of God, and the execration of 
O 


Mea , ought to be exterminated out of 
the World with Sword and Fire. 
But a Man who did live 'in; the er-, 
=: Wrors of Rome, before God had-liph+ 
hf tened him by his Grace, he looked 
:- | upon the Reformed Church as a 
Church full of Abomination; he never 
- ſpoke, 
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fpokeof thoſe who follow that Churth 
but with Imprecation and Curling , he 
never read any propoſition of their 
Doin , but preſently he added an 
Axatbema,and damned them untothe pit 
of Hell , he had rather have the conver- 
ſation of Devils, than that of a Prote- 
ſtant: In a word, all the Invedtives, 


Raylings, Imprecations, MalediQtions , 


Anathematizations he could heap up, 


were tobe po out upon thoſe who, 
- do profelst | 


e purity of the Goſpel. 
When after all thoſe Repugnanetes, 


and Eftrangements which ſeemed to be 
an obſtacle to Truth, you ſee a- Man 


mollified, opening his Eyes tothe Grace 


of God, changing his Diſpoſitions , his 


Notions, his Thoughts and all his Man- 


ners; Is not that a prodigie of Grace 9. 


Have I not reaſon to ſay that this Mira- 
cle is not only. greater than that- where- 
by God gives again Eyes to the Blind, 


Life to the Dead; but even a great deab 
more marvellous than-that which Grace 
works in the Conyerſion of the grea- 
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.þ 3» After what manner the Spirit of 
God made me underitand my Errors, 


T He Lord out God doth not always 
ſhew altogether at once the effects 


of his mighty Power, nor doth he work 
always after the ſame manner in all the 
Converſions of Sinners : He ſpeaks 
ſometimes with a thundering Voice 
which altogether at once beats dowa , 


dazles, and convertsa Sinner; And it ' 


was with ſuch a Voice he ſpoke to 


(a) St. Paul, when in a minute of time {«) A8. 9g, 


he turned him from the moſt furious 
Enemy of the Goſpel into a very Zea- 
lous Preacher of the fame Goſpel, 
Other times he begins to ſpeak to a 
Sinner ſoftly, and a great way off, He 

repares him , he prevents him, -and 
be puts him in the Diſpolitions he judges 
fit tor his Converſion, It 1s after this 


& 


manner he converted the (b) Eunuch (6 A8.8. 


of great Authority under Candace 


Queen of the -&rhiopians ; he doth not 


| overturn him out of his Chariot, he 
| doth not caſt him to the ground to Con- 
| vert him ſuddenly , as hedid afterwards” 


St, Paul: but he —_— him by the 
- | rea- 


IO0 


' light of the Goſpel. .: And it is after 


Part whereof I will recite how I under- 


Introdufion. 
reading of the Scripture to receive the 


this manner the Lord has. been pleaſed 
todraw me out of the Errors of Rowe , 
and to bring me through his great Mer- 
eies, to profeſs here freely the purity of 
his Holy Word, 

This is that which I intend to re- 
hearſe in all this Diſcourſe, in the Firſt 


ſtood that the Dodtrin of the now Ro- 
#1ay Church is grounded neither upon 
the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
nor upon the belief of the Primitive 
Church, nor the Authority of the Holy 
Fathers. And in the Second Part, how 
I underſtood that the Church of Rowe 
1s not the True Church; that its Au- 
thority is not Infallible; and that it is 
full of Corruptions and Errors. 
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| FIRST PART. 


The Do&trin of the Roman Church 

.. 1s grounded neither upon the 
Scripture, nor upon the belief 

.-. of. the-Primitive Church, nor 
the Authority of the Holy 


Fathers. - 


CHAP. 1. 
How I underſtood the Doctrin 
_ . of the Roman Church to be not 


grounded upon the Scripture. 


d. I. The Reading of the Scripture diſpoſed 
me before-hand to acknowledze the 
 Errorsof Rome. 


Eing in the Eccleſiaſtical Or- 

ders of the Church of Rome k 

| I thought my ſelf engaged 
upon pain of -a mortal Sin, to 

recite every day the 119" Pſalm, 
2 whers- 


12 


Pſalm 119. 


( 2. 9 


'W 2. I1. 


| Ch.r. 6.1 


wherefore I did read it every day with 
'as much application as I could : The 


make me to loath, and though I were 


weary oftentimes to Read ,. or to hear 


Read, Ido not know how many fabu- 
lous Stories, which are to be found in 
the Riman Breviary , feveral thwart 
applications of the Scripture, ſeveral 
Oriſons and Litanies, wherein they 


Pray toall the Saints one after another , 


to obtain of* them the things which we 
are to hope only from God Almighty 
yet I was never loath to hear the Scri- 
pture , eſpecially this Pſalm , where- 
unto I had ſome moſt peculiar Attrac- 
ons: I went to Church with joy, I 
opened rhy Breviary with pleaſure to 
Read that Pfalm, and I diſcovered there- 
in every day ſome new glimps of Light, 
which 1nticed me to have a great deal of 
Eſteem for the Word of God. 
 Itis in that Pſalm 1 learned that the 
Word of God is an excellent remedy to 
Cure all the Diſeaſes of our Souls (4) by 
drawing them out of their Deboach- 
ments. and a miraculous Preſervative 


(5) to keep them from falling again. 


into Sin : Therein I learned that an 


Of the Scripture. Part I. ; 


obligation to recite it ſo often, did never | 


infal- 


Part I. Of the Scriptures. #3 
infallible mark to be ſure whether a Chas 
man fears God; or no, isto know whe- CLI. p.f, 
ther he be glad (a) to fee and frequent () 1. 74, 
thoſe , whoprut all their truſt in his Holy 
word: Therein Þ learned, that a very - 
good way to become (b) wiſer than all b) n. g8. 
orr Enemies, to have more * underffans 99+ *100, = 
| 4ing than all our Teachers, to be wiſer 
| | #haxthe Ancients, is to love the Scrip- 
' | tures, ſo that our Study be in them all 
theday long. Therein I learned , that 
the Word of God & an Holy Contra 
full of a great many very obliging Pro- 
miſes , wherein the Lord has been plea- _ 
ſed to ares _ men , (e) fo comfort (c)1.50. 9.82. 
them in their affiittions; (a) to ftreng- rag 
then them in of. nontarvl.. hy Ml hg, ce 
(e) with his loving Mercits ; to ſave («1.41.n.5s. 
them ; (f) to deal well with them, (g)to jo Ig, 
take themin his Proteion ; 4nd to deli- (8) 5.65. 
ver them. Therein I learned, that the 
Saints are to love the Word of God, 
(+) above all Sifver and Gold tn the world ; (4) ». 154, 
chat (z) it # their Meditations all the T. 170. 
aay long : That the cauſe of their grief S _ 
- Band trouble, is to ſee that their Ene- | 
mies, which are no others than the _ 
Enemies of God (k) have forgotte# ;1) ».gr. 
his Holy. words , deſpiſed them , and Þ- 148 
irs - ba- 
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"© therein I learned that the Word of 


* Of the Scripture. Part]; © 
baniſhed them out of their hearts 3 


God (a) is ſweeter than any thing , that it 
is (6b) a LAMP wnto our Feet, and 4 
" LIGHT unto our Path, that (c) the 
extrance of the word of God grues | 
ZIGHT, that it gives underſtanding || | 
wato the ſimple ; that this holy Word | ! 
is. (d) very Pure, that-it is(e) true frops || | 
the beginning, and that it (f) exdureth for þ| ! 
ever, 4 
Theſe Holy thoughts of a Prophet || f 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, preſented them-. J| I 
ſelves every day unto my eyes with || Y 
ſome new inticements, and made me || C 
conceive ſo high aneſteemof the word 
of God, that I fully reſolved, to make | M 
the Holy Writings my peculiar Study, | M 
I read firſt many times that' Tranfla-, | Mi 
tion of the Bible, which is called the || ge 
Pulear Tranſlation ; then having obtai-. | of 
ned the permiſſion of Reading the Scr1- || yo! 
pturein a Vulgar Tongue; knowing [| t 1 
that ones own Tongue prints in his {Plu 
mind more pure and more lively" No-ſ\l 
tions; I read the Tranſlation of. the 
Bible by the Doctors of Zouvain : But, 
whereas I heard ſay every day by thoſe 
I converled withal , that the Bible wag az 
| T _ aF0n, 


ys - 


Part1. Of the Scripture. 
a'Book full of Darkneſs: that the G 


Tranſlations thereof had been corrupted 


hr. 0.1: 


ry 


by the Hereticks: Iread the New Te- 
ſtament in the Tongue in which 
every body confeſſes it has been firſt 
| written; and as for the Old Teſta- 
| | ment, theplaces, which theyſay have 
; | been corrupted by thoſe of the Refor- 
- | med Church, I conferred with the 
Tranſlation of the Seventy Interpre- 

t | ters, whichT thought free from Cor- 
_ | ruption , ſince it was done about 272 
h | Years afore the Birth of our Lord Feſws 

e || Chriſt. | 
d Good God ! how marvellous are the 
:e | means thou art pleaſed to uſe to act thy 
y. Miracles ! 'would ſome body had told 
3- | me at that time; Oh you are plun- 
1e | ged in many Errors, and all that Study 
i- | of the Scripture to which: you give 
-j. | yourſelf with fo great an application, 
1g {it is the work of God , who begins to 
1is {pluck you from the Errors of Rome : 
o- Alas! Iſhould have been amazed very 
hemuch: Yet for all that , it is very true; 
ut, for, if I had been altogether Ignorant 
o{eJof the Original Tongues of the Scri- 
-25{Pture, -I ſhould have had fome Rea-. 

aflon, or at leaſt ſome pretence to mi- | 

. ſtruſt , 


0 
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the Scripture. 


| (a) Matth. 16. 
I18. 


Difficulties of 


Þ ſhall not prevail againi#t it, &c. That 
32. 


which are dire&ly contrary to the Do- 
Qrine of the Church of Rome, had 
not been Tranſlated according to the 
Originals, or that the Interpreters had 
changed the ſenſe and the enOs 
of them, as it is cried out {o often by 


" thoſe of the Roman Church, 


$ 2, The Errors of the Roman Charch, 
whereof 1 was perſwaded , made me 
find in the Scriptures many diffi 

 culties, many inſufficiencies , and 
many contradittions, 


He reading of the Scripture tai- 

ſed in my mind many difficulties ; 

not that the Scripture is dark in it ſelf; 
but becauſe I had my underſtanding full 
of the Errors of Ree, and I did ende- 
vour to find thoſe Errors in the Scri- 
pture, 1n the places from whence the 
Roman W riters are wont to draw them. 
This place of (4) St. Matthew : 
Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will 
Build my Church, and the Gates of Hell 


I have prayed for 
thee 


ſtruſt, that the places of the Scripture 
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_ _ thy F _ = ; and ans) 7 Ch.1.0.2. 
tt. Fobm, Fee Sheep, &Cc. _— OS 
theſe Words & Gonife nething but REI 
what every body conceives by the na- 
tural notions which they do picture 
in our Soul, theſe Words are very eaſlie 
but if they doſignihe, that the Pope is 
the true —_ of $t, Peter , the Vicar 
of Chrift, the High-Prieſt, the Head, 
the Bridegroom, and the Foundation of 3 
the chedd » as he isſtiled (6) by; Bellar- (b) De Pomif. 
min, if they do fignifie that the Pope _— vs ih 
is Ivfalible, that he has the power * | 
make new Articles of Faith, (c) as Tho- (c) 2. 2. g. x, 
ma AHquine doth hold : If thole pla- © 10 
ces of Scripture ſignifie all theſe Pro- 
poſitions , they ate very dark, we muſt 
confeſs, it is a very hard matter to 
follow theſe Conſequences, ſince they 
are contrary even to common Sence. | 
That place of St. Paul, (4) This is my (d)1 Corimb, 
Body : If theſe Words areto be expoun- **** 
ded after the ſame manner that thoſe 
other words of the ſame St. Paul in the 
fame Epiſtle, in the next Chapreg; (e) Te (@) ; corims; 
are the Boay of Chriſt : this place is very 12. 27. 
eaſie; butif theſe words ſignifie , that 
the ſubſtance of Bread in the Holy $a- 
crament 19 tragſubſtantiated /jpto Feſ# 
I; Chriſt 


13 -* 
Ch.1. 6.2. 
(a) Sep. 13- 


Cap 4+» 643. 2, 


(b) Fob. 10.7. 


(c) Fob. 1. 29. 


(d)I Cor.10.4- 


tſufficiencies 


ſtance, as it is written (4) in the Coun- 
cel of Trent, that place is very obſcure, 
there is not in all the Scripture ſuch 
another: Andif we are to give to all 
the Texts of Scripture which are alike 
to that, ſo rough an explication, to 
underſtand them after the ſame man- 
ner, the Council of Tiext underſtands 
that of St. Paul, we mult needs ſay, 
that all the ſubſtance of Chrift is Tran- 
ſubltantiated into the ſub/farce of a (b) 
door ; that Chriſt 1s truly and really a 
(c) Lamb , that the ſpiritual Rock which 
followed the Children of ae! in the 
Wilderneſs had but the appearances , the 


colour , the hardneſs , the reſemblance of 


a Rock, bur-truly and really it was 
Tranſubſtanriated 1nto the Body , into the 


- Blood, into the Soul, and the Divinity of 
_ Chriſt, becauſe the Scripture ſaith, 


(4) That Rock was Chriſf, And how hor- 
rid an abſurdity -would it be to draw 
{uch conſequences 2 Ah, we muſt con- 
fels the Scripture is very difficult, if 
we are to receive {uch Interpretations, 

' Belides, that I did find in the Scri- 
 pture many. In{ufficiencies: I thought 


of rhe Scripisre« 1; as an- Article of Faith to believe 


_ - that 


of the Scripture.” PartI. I 
Chriſt his own Fleſh, into his own ſub- 


Part I. Of :the Scripture, 


that the Roman Church is the true: Ch.7, 


Church which. Chriſt has eſtabliſhed , 
and 1n all the Scripture: I did-find no-. 
thing of. it :; I knew it was. an Article 
of the Faith of - Xome , to. Believe thar. 
it 15 an Holy thing; godly , acceptable to 


the Lord ,: and profitable 1s Men(a) Ta call (a) Seff. 25. 
upon the names of the ; Sarnts ; (b) To (Þ) Seff. 25. 
worſhip their Images , Bones" and Reliques 5 ſk 3 

according as it 1s decreed-in the Coun- 


cilof Trext: And I did not. find in alt 
the Scripture; any Prayers:direted to 
the Saints aftertheir Death,.I did not 
find in all the A&Fs of the Apoſtles, nor 
any whereelle , that the firſt Chrifians 
had any Images in whole preſence they 
tid their Prayers, neither do we read 
they had any Caskets or Shrines, where- 
in Reliques were kept tb. bring them 
abroad 1n ſglemn Proceſioxs., to let them 


in the middle of their Churches , and watt 


to Worſhip them there. 

Wherefore :I ſaid -lometimes to! my 
ſelf: Alas! If We keep the ſame Faith 
as the firſt Chriſtians, why do We the 
things which the firſt Chrifiaxs never 
did « Why do Wecall upon the names 
of Saints? Why do We Worſhip. their 
Imagesand Bones? I found not in all 
D 2 the 
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Ch.x. 4.2. the Scripture, Indulgencies, or Purga- 
_—— in ſhort, I thought my ſelf ob- 
liged to believe ſeveral Articles of Faith 

of which there is no mention in the 
Scripture. That made me think that 

the Scripture was an inſufficient Book , 

and that every thing which is neceſlary 

to believe for our Salvation, 1s not con- 
'tainedinit. But I did not perceive my 

errors, nor the falſhood of my diſcour- 

fing, and that whereas Idid conclude, 
that the Scripture was inſufficient, be- 

cauſel did not find in itall thoſe Articles, 

Iſhould rather, and more rightly con- 

clude , that all thoſe Docrines are not 

Articles of Faith, ſince they are not to 

be found in the Word of God. | 

Theſe firſt glimpſes of Truth made a 

mighty Impreſſion in my Mind, though 
under pretences of Doubts, Difficul- | t« 
Contradiftions ties, and Inſufficiencies, to which || ” 
of theSeripmure. yzere added even many contradictions i 2 
which I found in the Places of thef| /- 
Scripture, whereby the Dodrine off C 
| the Church of Rome is utterly ſubyer- # 
(2) 1Tim.4 ted ; inthat place of (s) St. Paw! to Ti-Þ [c: 


3 Xo IE 


 muthy: Nowthe Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly; A 
that in the latter es ſhall hed G 
from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducingf 


Spirits, 


Partl, .Of the Scripture. 2L 
Spirits and Dottrines of Devils, ſpeaking Chx. $.24 
Lyes in Hypocrifie , having their Conſcicns 
ces ſearedwith a hot tron; forbidding to 
eMarry , and commanding to abſtain from 
Meats , which God has created to be retei- 
ved with Thankſprvings, You would 
| fay that the Apoſtle did ſee by the __ 
- | rit the Errors of the Rowen Church, 
- | which he condemns before-hand as 
| Dodrines of Devils: Who doth not 
. | underſtand that theſe words do utterly 
2 | deſtroy the Do@rine of the Popes , in _ 
5. the Decree of Gracier (a) (wherein the ( yy 1 
| Marriageof Church-men is ftiled a 4e- 7. purines. 
Wt filing and a Sacriledpe ) ? Do utterly de- 
o | ſtroy the Commandements of the &-- 
' | -:a» Church, wherein it is commanded 
a | to abſtain from. Meats, »por the pain of | 
h | < 4ortal Sin? Theſe Words of (b)St.Paul () ws _ 
1- | tothe Corinthians, The BREAD which | 
h | we break « it not the Communion i the 
ns fl Zody of Chrift* we are aff partakers of 
he that one BREAD, and in the next 
of | Chapter , (c)-As often. as you Eat that (c) 1000 
er: BREAD, Q&c. Let 4 man examim bing. * 5 9. 
Tj {4}, 4nd fo let him Eat of thit BREAD. 
fy, | All theſe Teſtimonies of ' the Holy 
Ghoſt were a mighty, weight to incline 
me to.believe that the Holy Sacrament 
Ron et ray | - 0a 
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. Of the Scripture. Patcl. 
was the Bread which is broken : But 
at laſt Error did come again to extin+ 
guiſh this ſparkle of Light, which be- 
gan to ſhinein my Soul, and whereas 
It is the belief of Rowe: which is.to 
be ruled, modified and accommoda- 
ted to the.Truth of the\Word of God, 
I did perſwade my elf ,. that theſe .pla- 
cesof the Scripture were to be ruled, 
modified, and accommodated to. the 
belief of Rome, and fol was obliged to 
look upon all thoſe Words of Scripture 
as ſo many Contradictions. FE 991 


d. 3. Circumftances which did contribat# 
to haſten my Converſion. . = 


N. that condition I. found my: ſelf 

divided-. betwixt Error and Truth; 
betwixt the Word of Gad- and the Be: 
lief of the Church of Zoe: But Er: 
ror brought forth {ame -pretences to 
perfiſt ſtubbornly ; May be, ſaid I, the 
reaſon wherefore I come to fo many 
Difficulties , Inſufficiencies, and Con- 
tradictions in the Scripture, is becaufe 
I havenot read what: the Theologians 
write concerning ſuch Queſtions; may 
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be the Study. of -Divinity will make 
plain-all theſe Difficulties, ſupply all 


thefe Inſufficiencies, and reconcile all 
theſe Contradictions. | 
So I was like to that blind Man, 


whom Chriſt put his hand upon, (a) he () M-5.24- 


did ſee truly, but yet: he was not able 
to diſtinguiſh Men from Trees ; the 
Word of God had reſtored my Eyes , 
bur they were but weak , and ſubject to 
a great many dimneſſes, it was need to 
have ſome time 'to ſtrengthen me in 
the Truth, which TI had but a glimpſe 
of, and to take away the Ignorance of 


Divinity, under the pretences of which 


oy would cloak the Word of 
God. 
Therefore the Divine Providence ; 
that took care for my Condud, diſfpo- 
ſed all things to haſten my Converſion, 
it brought to paſs ſeveral incidents 
which the Profane would call chaxce, 
but the Saints ftile The hand of 
the Lord, Firſt I was deſtinated for the 
{tudy of Divinity four years before all 
my Companions, let the Flatterers 
and Profane ſay what they: pleaſe, thoſe 
who judge holily of things that. come 
to paſs, underſtand very well that the 
deſign 


Ch. 14.3. 


24 


Ch.1.8.3. 


deſign of the Lord in that, was no other 
but to take away as ſoon as it could be, 
the fair Pretences, wherewith Error 
would have effuſcated Truth. Second- 


ly, the Lord permitted I ſhould come - 


toan able man, learned in Divinity,both 
Scholaſtical and Poſiteve, perfe& in Right 
Caxon, which is the Decrees of Fathers, 
Councils, and Popes; in a word, a man 


. who was marvellous in Study of Can- 


troverſies, and in every thing which 
can contribute to make an abſolute 
Divine : But He permitted alſo that 
there might be in ſo excellent a man, 
the fair Dealing and the Sincerity of 
a Child; that was the reaſon that 
ſome Years after, when he had known 
the Truth of God, and the Errors of 
Rome, becauſe he knew not how to 
diſguiſe Truth , he publiſhed it every 


-where, he could not forbear to ſay, 


that Indulgences, Purgatory , and 
the Obligations of Believing the Ar- 


ticles of Faith of the Pope, and of 


keeping his Commandements apor 
pain f a mortal Sin, where fo many 
crafty Tricks of - Rome to get Money : 
He could not forbear. to tell every 
Body the Myſteries, the Factions , hn 


of the Serigture. PartT; 
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Impoſtures of the moſt part of thoſe 
laſt Councils, which are accounted 
General and Occumenical by the 
Church of Rome, he defended gene- 
rouſly all the Truths which we profe(s 
in the Church of England , wherefote 
he drew upon himſelf all the Perſecu- 
tions he ſuffered for Truth, ſo' that af- 
terward hedied a Martyr for the Goſ- 
pel by the ſeverity of the Laws of 
Rome, 

Oh! had he been in the time that I 
converſed with him as much lightned 
as he has been ſince, he had ſaved me 
many troubles and perplexities,; he 
had doubtleſs delivered me out of that 
Suſpenſion of Spirit whereunto.I was 
reduced by the fubrilty of his Anſwers , 
and the height of his Reſolutions : But 
in that time the Lord did but begin his 
Converſion as well as mine, and ligh- 
ten us both by degtees, yet with theſe 
two differences-: Firſt, the Lord de- 
ſinated him to ſuffer all kinds of Per- 
ſecutions, to make him a Witneſs of 
his Holy Word, a Martyr of the Gol- 

|; and he has not yet judged me 
worthy of Perſecutions, nor of Mar- 
tyrdom, Secondly , - would have 


Ch.1. 0-3, 


him 


as great Saints' whom the World afflias 
(a)2e.11,38. and torments; (a) Of whom the world 
is not worthy : Therefore the Lord'-ra- 
viſhed betimes that innocent Soul 'in 
the livelineſs of his Years; and ſpee- 
/b)Wiſd. 4.11. dily was he taken away, (5} as faith 
Solomon , Leſt Wickedneſs ſhould alter his 
Underitaniing , or deceit beguile his Soul: 
Whereas the Divine Juſtice has looked 
upon me as a grievous Offendor , who 
am ſuffered to live, that Erfiight Mourn 
and Weep longer for my Sins. ; 


#4. The Condluſton of this Chapter, How 
_ *  Jcametoknow that the CAriicles of 
faith of Rome, cannot be proved 

by Scripture, . ; 


T was under the Conduct of- that 

learned and holy Man, thatT began to 
give my ſelf to the Study of Divinity : 
I read what Authors do write con- 
cerning thoſe Queſtions; but ſpecially 
and more exactly concerning the 
Queſtions which are controverted , 
which are for the moſt part the Do- 
frines the Church of Rome hath res 
kx Fo _ ceived 
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him raiſed up to the number of ' thoſe 
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Paxt I: - Of. the Scriptures, © 
ceived out 'of. pride. and, covetouſneſs 
without any ground in. the Scripture, 
I. found in thoſe Queſtions ſeveral dif- 
ficulties z I came to propound them to. 
my Maſter: there is, ſaid he, what Bel-, 
larmin Anſwers ; there:1s for this. mat-: 
ter the Expoſition of Cardinal, du Per- 
702; there is. what Bonaventurey what 
Thomss Aquinas , what Scots; what 
Suarez i, whatYalentia; what Boivin g 
what Herincx, what others. ſay tou- 
ching that *difficulty : But when'I 
uhet him, Tell me, I beſeech you, 
freely, what do you thinks He An- 
ſwered me almoſt to every one of thoſe 
Queſtions. To tell you the truth, ſaid 
he, the Dodrin of Purgatory, of In-, 
dulgences , ' of Worſhiping Images 
and Reliques,: the Docrin of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, &, I'do not find all theſe 
Dodtins very evident in the Scripture, 
Ido not ſee neither how they can be 
drawn very directly out of thoſe places, 
of the Bible, the Aurhors.of Rawe are. 
went to produce, . to prove: them by, 
I give them you, ſaid he, only to alledge 
to thoſe who would have a place: 
of the Bible be brought forth in every 
friatter , to have ſome pretence to lay” 
| E z © fſeafonably 
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Of the Scripture. Parel; | 
( ſeaſonably or unſeaſonably) the 
Scripture ſpeaks of that Matter, and to 


content the Hereticks : But to ſpeak 
plainly, Ido fincerely confels it is not 


. the Scripture which obliges or per- 
ſwades me to believe all thoſe Articles , 


but the true and the only reaſon why ! 
do hold them , is, becauſe the Church 
teaches them fo. 

There are, ſaidE in my ſelf, at once 
a great many difficulties abridged, itis 
a great deal more juft and more reaſo- 
nable to deal after this manner , than to 
conſume all our brain, to find in the 
Scripture, with great pains of falſe 
diſcourſing, what the Holy Ghoft had 
never intention to teach therein : Let 
us acknowledge then freely, that all 
the Articles of the Faith of Rome are 
not in the Scripture, nor groynded 
upon any thing elfe , but upon the Ay- 
thority of the Church: After that, all 
theſe difficulties may be very eaſily re- 
ſolved: Alt the buſineſs will be but to 
know whether or na I am obliged to. 
believeas an Article of Faith, what 
the Roman Church teaches without any 


ground from the Scripture. 


This was the paſs to which I was re-. 
| duced, 
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duced, to this I thought all the Theo- 


lagic of Rowe was to be reduced; I did ———— 


but looſes my labour in conſulting other 


Profeſſors of Divinity, in Conterring 


with thoſe Friends of mine who were, 
ſame Bacbelors,: (ome Licentiaves, fome 
Dodors of Sarhos , and Curates of 
ſome. chief Pariſhes in Paris: They 
ſpoke but Gibbriſh, or ſome Latin 
words contrary to the good. common 
Sence and Reaſon;, when they would 
_ rounded the Doria of the 

x of Rome n the Scrt ; 
and they never fake with NE. bs | 
when at laft they reduced themſelves, 
asto a Principle, to the infallible defi-. 
nitive and final Fudgemeant of the ſaid 
Churchin ſuch matters. 
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CHAP. Il. 


How 1 underſtood the Articles of Faith 
of the Roman Church' not. to be 
gromided on the belief of the Pri- 
mitive Church, neither, on the Au-. 


—_ of the Holy Fathers: 


u__ 


— 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Reading of the Books concerning the 
' Perpetuity of. Faith rp» the Euchariſt , 
was an occaſion to' me ito; examin in' 
particular the belief T Rome about 
that matter, | 


depended, when Providence, that 

watched-after the means to work out 

my ſafety , brought forth ati Occaſion 
that did contribute very muchi to reduce I 

\ all my Difficulties to the Queſtion of 
the Anucky of the Church of tome , 
to the end, that this Authority boy 

prove 


| 

| 

! 

( 

c 

E 

| f Bm the affairs of my Converſion $ 
s 

Y 
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Part T. | | 
proved. falſe, the Dodrin- of Rome , Chap. >. 
which 1s grounded: upon it', might be — 
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preſently deſtroyed. It was in the 
Time when the Diſpute of -the Perpe- 
tuity of Faith concerning the Euchariſt, 
made a great Rumor in the-World a: 
=_—_ learned Men. I read with. as 
much application as I was capable of, 


the Books and the Replies: both : of -- - 
Mr. C/aude ,, and of Mr. Arnaud, the | © * 
Triumph of the-Eucharift, by 'Mr. Za © |. 


villon, the Book of Father No#et.; and 
the Book of the Teſtimony. of . ow 
Senſes in the Euchariſt. I do not in+ 
tend to make my ſelf an arbitrator, to 


judge thoſe rare men who are. accoun: * 


ted without contradiction, {the moſt 
Witty and Learned of France... :SinceE 
do but tell the Hiftory of my Converli- 
on, I do only rehearſe the:effes, the 
Reading of thoſe Books wrought in my 
Soul, and Iam nar founjult:as to hin- 
der the reſt of the World: to think 
what they pleaſe of thoſe learned Mens 
writings, and. to judge. them -at 
liberty. EF 1% tiff 


The reading of. thoſe Books. brought 
. meabundance of. light in the-Queſtion 


of the Holy Sacrament. : Idid oy 
EE the 


y 7 


WS - 


w—_ 


gument which being: not Mctaphiſicks, 
was to be reduced at laſt ro 4 multitude 
of Probabilitres , from. which one could 
never conclude any thing with neceſſity , 
though he would ſuppole as true with 
Mr. .4rzanld, the Principle whereupon 
| it is grounded; to wit,. the Belief of 
| *ppbichin the all theChurches in the point of * reallity, 
| - = All the Chriſtian Churches , faith 
is Travfubſay, MF» Araauld , believe the. real Pre: 
tiction, fence, therefore it was the belief of 


ter of ſo great Importance, it is im- 


alteration in Docrin. 


my mind: for, though I ſuppoſed the 
Grlt Propoſition tf be h—_ 4 which 
ſince, by the Study of the Hiſtories 
and Relations of ſeveral Countries I 
acknowledge to be falſe; yet I could 
not coxſenxt to the conſequence , becauſe 
the proof of ir was not true to my 
thinking, and what endeavour foe« 
ver of Rhetorick Mr. _17naul/d Uſed 
to expound and fuſtain his Thoughts; 
yet I did ever conceive, that . ir was 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Chap. 2. the Argument of Perpetuity as an Ar- 


the Primitive Church, for in a mat- . 
poſſible there ſhould have been any. 


This Argument found I know not. 
what repugaancy to be received in. 


very. 


OW OR FS YAN 


mw 
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Parth, - Iitrodiftion | $3. I 
very likely ſome. alteratibh had beed Chap. 2, 
made . irf; the iDodrin: of the - Eu ——— © 
chariſt,- as. well as in other Articles, 2 
in: which) every body acknowledges 
| there has been. | 
On the contrary, Ifound Mr. Clasat's 
, Anſwer very reafonable-: | This alte- 
J ration has been'made; fſanh he, there- 
b fore 1t is not impoſlible ; and his proof: 
1 The-Church !of Rome doth believe the 
- real Preſence: with Tranſubſtantiation!, 
f | but they did not believe fo.in the Pri- 
[+ mitive Charch ;: therefore there has 
- | been made an alteration; and -aftet- 
Y. | wards he. proves in his Book: - by 
| the Authority of Authors , who liverl 
Xt || inthattime, that truly-:in'the Pritnt- 
nj tive Church they did \not- believe the 
16 N rea] Preſence of Chriſt :1n the Holy 
:h | Sacrament.. [This Argument ſeemed 
6&8 | tome very natural, ſincere, andrue.; 
I I theproof of iteafie, and well groun- 
1d | ded. ' Bat for that of Mr. .4rneals's, it 
le | ſemed:to me rough, uncahiey intricate ; 
ny || the proofs of it grounded:upon{uppo- 
ea © fitions in the Air, -which could not be 
ed || reduced at laſt but ro ſome appearantes 
of. truth proving nothing i neceſſarily. 
Theſe Reaſons :incited me to. judge /in 
: F favour . 
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Introduftion. © Partel. * 


favour of Mr. C/aude againſt Mr, Ar- 


nauld's Argument. 'But though I 


was perſwaded his Argument was not 
g00d, yet I would not confeſs the 
Opinion he was for, was not true: 
May be, ſaid I, Mr. 4rn4%/d hath pro- 


ceeded a little too far in a falſe proof, 


and afterwards he hath' been engaged 
for his honour *ſake to hold it ear- 
neſtly : But in fine, Mr. Arnauld is 
but a private man ; the Church of 
Rome may diſclaime his Argument, and 
not hold with him: So Mr. Arnauld's 


Reaſons being falſe, it doth not follow 


from thence, that the belief of his 


Church is falſe, ſince it could have' 


other Proofs, and other Reaſons: ' That 
was the cauſe why I reſolved to examin 
the Queſtion of the Euchariſt for my 
own clearing , and hereis very gear the 


MethodI obſerved 1n it. 


Diviſion of the Errors of the Roman 
Church concerning the Matters of the 
Euchariſt, | 4 


| If ſuppoſed firſt as a principle which 1 


received without examination , that 
the Primitive Church was to be our 
Rule, fince that Church nearer: to 
= B the 


th 
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the Apoſtles and our Saviour Jeſus Than ,  * 
Chriſt hadthe advantage to ſuck cooks RAGS, #7: 
out*of their Source: That being ſup- 
oled ; I divided all that is to 
ſaid of rhe Euchariſt in two parts. 
Firſt, The Belief concerning the Sacra- 
" | ment. Secandly, The form of the 
; Adminiſtration of it. Since then, ſaid 
I, the belief of the Council of (4) Trent (a)Confir.Trid. » ! 
© | touching the Euchariſt, is not to be/F7 33. 0 + 
f found in the Scripture, ſince the Form ear. 2. | 
d 


of Adminiſtrating the Sacrament in the 
> | ZomanChurchis ſo much different from 
that which is related by St. Paul, in the . 
Firſt to the Corinthians, chap. 11. and 
by the Evangeliſts, we are to examin 
'C | whether, the Belief of Xome had not 
At}. been the Belief of the Primitive Church, 
if and whether the Haſs , which is the -4 
ul Roman Form of Adminiſtring the Sacra- 4 
NE} ment had not been inſtituted by the firlt \ ; 
- | Chriſtians, And whereas the Church o— 
of Rome believes the (6) real Preſence (D)Confil.Trid. 
with (c) Tranſubſtantiation , believes ” 33- © [oſs 
thit the Maſs is a propitiatory {d ) Sacri- (Cc) Sef. 13. 
fice both for the quick and forthe dead , (5=7"2* 
not believes that the Maſs, as it.$ now Or- cop. 1, & 2, 
dained by the Pope , is the ancient Form #1, 2.3. - 
of Celebrating the. Euchariſt ;-1] exa: 
IP P $..-. = - r. mand 


36 
” Cha $2 


Real Preſence with Tranſubſtantiatibn y 

is a new Dodtrin in the Church. 3. Thay 
the Sacrifice'of -the Mals is contrary t& 
the belief of the Primitive Churchi 
3- Thatthe manner of 'Celebrating the 
Euchariſt is very much different 'and 
quite oppoſed to that which Chriſtians 


were uſed to in the -firſt Apes of ths 


Church. - From whence I concluded , 

that the Articles of Faith of Rowe are 
not grounded upon the belief of the 
Primitive Church. LIT 


SECT: L 
The: Belief of Reme about is 


real, Preſence with Tranfub- 


ſtantiation , is ,a-new Dacuup 
in the Church. 


tb Firſt proof drawn out of the "pep? 


24 whey ewith the Sorfers ph the 


tea is 


QBvenl Reaſons revſwaded me , yew 


in the Primitive Church they'did | 


not believe the real Prefence with 


Of the Holy Sacriment. Parel) © 


; mined everyone of thoſe Queſtions, and * 
I found 1. That the Belief of Rome about 


Tran-, 
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Tranſubſtagtiy tion as the Kami Church FE ON : 
1 Teaches i it, 10. 1445 ; 


The' firft wy all was 


which the Holy Fathers 
the''Tdols 'of 'the- Hea ct Hoe to be 


Gods. The Hols) 5 you Worſt 
(fai&{s) they*t the Hes 
Gods. If his ah to The. 
mt raiſe aifs by 

fore x Mu # F hel 'p of M1 
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Jirarneftly pr 
hat (are\ Yao | your reny '4 
prolnet © 
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en; they cant 


neither oper rhiir Des, up ir po 
the place where'they havecbeen {er ; 


ive the /eaft” firs of 'xFioj, They 
ce ſubje& to Riyfti refs SE 6 5" bad oY 
prion ; - Mice come 7 ' ghaw;thens them 
work their hikes even'in rhe Jdols theth- 


ſelves:'In po, The Doors bf "your Tem 


les wnſt be with. 00d Locks , lea 
obo fhonld 1.7 thiſt 's*0 Bec 
It is to be believed that men w > fooks 
thus, would hold the Body; :hoat, and 
Divinity of Chriſt to be Rez Preſent 
in the- _ Sacrament?” ould not 
they have had reaſon: yo'ifear'that the 

Heathens, who were ve able men, 
would ule againſt end he 'fame, Af. 
gument, 2rdtell them Your Hoſt 55 
not a God neither, or are not to Wor- 
ſhip it; for it'is ſubje& to*rhe ſame 
ts, incon- 


4F Of the Holy Sacrament. | Pare, © 


Ch.z. #2 conveniencies and accidents. as our Gods 

———— are © Would a Divine of the Church 
of Kome have the boldneſs ro diſpute 
againſt the: Heathens, with the ſame 
reaſons which the firſt Chriſtians uſed, 
The. People «> Paris ſaid . about . five 
or fix years. : They haue ſtolen. to 
.3 ES pv, Almig wh. out of St. Swlpitins's 
- Church, wo of the Pariſh of ZBox-. 
>: out of, Ido not know how ma- 

. NY: other Churches ; could that people: 

fay. by right, that the reaſon why. 
= Idols are. not Gods, 1s wats 
they. cannot defend themſelves againff 
the. Theives., who come to take them 
away? Thoſe who have compoſed 
the Rubricks of the Hiſſal, wherein 
they Teach what is to be. done in caſe 
the Hoſt is fallen upon the Ground; 
in caſe that that which. is; jpa1 the Chaj 
lice be ſpilt, would they ay; pigs 
reaſon why the Idols are not (3500s, is, 
becauſe when Rey are. fallen, they ft 
cannot riſe up by, themſelves? Thor 
Aquinas, and other Doctors of the F 
Roman Church, who do ſuppoſe the C 
Hoſt may grow 'mouldy, that Worms 
may breed init, ſhould ; they dare ay. 
.as did the firſt Chriſtians, , that Ya 

real 
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reaſon. why' we are not 't6' Worſhip 
Idols, is, becauſe they are fubje&t:to 
Ruſtineſs , "Worms, id Corruptions ? 
A Man of the Church of Rowe, who 


"— —_ was 1 
F< 'F; $5 
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PI ©: 
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knows that the Pope («) Yitterinw the (a) Plaine.in 
Third, 'was Poiſoned in ''Drinking 77+ ,; + 


that which was in rhe Chalice: That 
Henry the Seventh, Emperour, was 


j| Murthered with @ Conſecrated Hoſt ; and 


fat 
4 Aon 
7 


that (6) Henry, Arch-bſhop of Tork, was (b) Math, P4- 
uſed after the ſame'manner in'taking the '* # 1154 


Sacrament: Durſt' One, who knows 


all theſe Stories, fa '; the' reaſon why : 
the Idols are'not Gods , 1s becauſe ſome - 


of them falling -out of ' their'' places 
have bruiſed 26d hurt thoſe who uſually 
walked about theme _- - | 
. Words are the Expreſſions of our 
Thoughts; if-'the Church of Rome 


hath the ſame belief, and the ſame DotFrin 


concerning the Exchariſt, as the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, W 
the ſame things which were maintat- 
ned by the firſt Chriſtians? Or if the 
firſt Chriſtians had'the ſame Faith! as the 
Church of Rowe now, how came the 
to urge Arguments , which the Church 
of Rome now dares not maintain? It 
is cafie to know how great a __— 
enus 


Y 


hy doth it not dare to urge , 
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Fr, 35. this Argument is againſt the Belief: of | 
; Chit fie: Romy Church, fo did jt work 4 
mighty effe&. in my Soul :; And becauſe | 
I thought.it very! hard to have a reſ@- 
:1:.,, lution. ro«it;1 I propoſed. it in' publick 
.- . *+ Diſputes at Par, and firſt ; the Pro-* 
for denitd:that ever any of the -Fa- 
thers had uſed ſuch' Arguments : Burt 
; for-as much as I could got abide to take 
{..: 7::7.7. i, @ Lye before;lo many/People , 1 ſent for 
+211 +++ arpebita his; Book , and I read therein 


tions I tood-:for ,; then, the Profeflax,; 
who was as much able to give Diſtin+ 
Rion ta; a0; purpoſe, as he was igno- 
rant in.reading the: Fathers, brought 
aa no _—_ —_ ,tillat/laſt 
in denying or diſtinguiſhing prapoſi- 
any 2. than the Sur it ſelf, bend 
- reduced the'Diſpute to fome Philoſaphiz 
cal Queſtion to avoid:Anſwering my 
Argument. © I propoſed. it again.. tq 
ſeveral Learned-. Men ,- 1 looked for 
ſome Anſwer and Solution in the Books 
of - Divines;; and 1 found nothing 00 
where: that conld fatisfie me in: that 
Difficulty, - href rear 291k oN 
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you enough ta maintain:the Propo: 
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II. Second Proof dr awn out of the Reaſons 
wherewith the ſame Fathers were wayt 
to diſpute againſt the Hereticks, 


THe ſecond Reaſon that perſwaded 
t me , thatin the Primitive Church 


e | they did not believe the Real Preſence 
r & with Tranſubſtantiation , was | the 
n | Argument the firſt. Chriftians uſed to 
» | prove againſt the  Hereticks of their 
, Age, that Chri#t had a true Body, and | 
1+ |  thathe was not a Ghoſt, Jeſus Chriſt, (.) ,4.4.C44. | 
n- faith Tertulian, (4) Tock the Bread , and 40.com.Marci, 
ht i divided to his Apoſtles; he made his Body ; 
a of it ſaying, This is my Body, that is to 
ſi- ſay ; The _ of my Body: But it 
ad canld not be: the Figure of. his Body, if 
ai- i bc had not had a true Body ; fince « thing 
ny 7” the Air, ſuch as a Ghoſt, is not ca- (y) 14, 5 
toll pable of any: Figure, And (b) Irevens Cap 1. 
for diſputing againſt the Hereticks, who 
ks faid Chrif not taken the Human 
oof Nature: Jf zt be ſo, _ he, the Lord 
war 445 not Redeemed us with his Blood ; the 
Chalice of the Eucharift is not the Commu: 
nication of his Blood ; and the Bread we 
preak , is not the Communication of his 

| G Body > 


42 Of the Holy Sacrament: Part;F; "'Y 
x 73; Body, for the Blood cannot proceed but © 
by. 0-1; Fw __ Fleſh, and the if of the 
Subſtance of a Man. If theſe Fathers 
had believed the Real Preſence with 
Tranſubſtantiation, they had ſpoken 
thus : Had not they ſaid, the Euchariſt 
is Chriſt's own Fleſh, his own Sowl , his 
own Divinity, ; therefore Chriſt was 
not a meer Ghoſt, {ſince we have his 
Fleſh in the Sacrament 2 Had not this 
Argument been ſtronger than the other, 
wherein they proved , that Chriſt had 
2 true Body , becauſe the Sacrament is 
the Figure of his Body 2 renews ought 
to have ſuppoſed in the Chalice of the 
Euchariſt , Chrifts own Blood to beg 
and not ashedoth, that the Chalice of 
the Euchariſt is the Communication of | 
his Blood he ſhould haye ſaid, the 
Bread we break ' is Tranſubſtantiated 
into Chriſt-Body; and not, that it is 
the Communication of the Body of 
Chriſt: Ina word, he ſhould haveſaid 
that the Sacrament was. Chriſts own 
Fleſh, Chrifts own Subſtance. And 
though thoſe Arguments of the Fa-- 
thers are admirable ,” and moſt cogent , 
| Yet they would have betrayed the 
Truths, if, heing perſwaded ef the 


Articles | 


a IM. W7 kat At. le ———=—Y — - ci... _ 
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Tranſubſtantiation i'-of the Ren © 
CR they had forgotten to ſpeak 
of it 

I am very ſure if the Ancient Here- 
fins ſhould'come again into the Church, 
there would be never a Divine to be 


found in the Raman Church, who durſt 


prove againft them, as 'did Tertulian 
u_ Martion, that the Sacrament 

the. Euchariſt, is'-the Figure of 
Chriſts Body, and that conſequently , 
Chriſt was not a Ghoſt. Oa the con- 


trary , -4 Proteſtant would \be able to. 


_ againſt thoſe Herefies the ſame 

AGqPRnne which the -firſt- Chriſtians 
uſed, and he would be warranted 
therein by all his -Church :* From 
whence comes that difference £ if. not 
from that that a Proteſtant \believes no- 
thing concerning the Sacrament; 'but 
what they believed in-the Primitive 


Church{': wheteas 'a Divide of the 


Church of.'Z*e aknowledgen ſeveral + 
Articles of *Faith , whieh' were un- © © 


known among the Firſt C eſs , and 
which conſequently 'are t 


uſe the fatiie Atgutilents they 
G 2 Theſe 


DB 
Articles! of! the | Real /Preſence with Ch. 2: $.1. 


eaulſe he -' :. 
catinot Henk | the Card a 5 Nor, 


44 Of the HolyScripture.. Patl FJ 
Ch.2. 9.7, Theſe twoRcaſons ſeemed to me fo | 
| ————- much the ſtronger, | becauſe I looked 
upon them not as the opinion of a ſingle 
man , who may be deceived, or ſome || 
place of a Book, which may be cor- | 
rupted , and drawn into an ill ſenſe, 
but I looked upon theſe Reaſons as the | 
Reaſons of all the Church ,, and pub- 
lick Weapons both of Learned Men, |} * 
and of the People, to fight the Hea- 
thens and the Hereticks with all. | 
l 
| 


1H. Third Proof drawn out of the man- 
ner whereafter the Fathers were wont t 
ſpeak of this Holy Sacrament, 7 ef 


Hat which confirmed me that in 
' the Primitive Church they did not 
believe the Real Preſence with Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, was the manner where- 
with the Fathers both Greek and Latin, 
were wont to ſpeak of thoſe Myſteries; 
(a) 55 Que- Theodoret (a) ſays, It is an extreme foo- 
4 _ E” liſbneſs and extravagancy to worſbip what. 
one Eats: *AſtAryeics wx drus To $0916pwor, 
(b) Dialeg. 1. Teo... And the ſamein (6) another: 
garirled, place; The LORD, fays he, did the, 
192/30 . honour to the viſible Signs, to call them his. 
BLOOD, © 
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changed their Nature , but having 


BLOOD, and bis BODT,.not having Fg oe | 
added b=I2 Þ 


Grace 'to Nature. *Ouy us Sidrurog bow +: nil (f 


uerafnRy , 2A eiog Adtns dreerduo dts, 
Is there any appearance that. the: Fa- 
thers :believed what the Council . of 
Trent teaches? A Divine of the Church 
of Rome , who ſhould ſay, that it is an 
extreme extravagancy to Worſhip what 
one Eats: That Chriſt hath not.chenged 
the Nature of Bread and wine inthe; Sa- 
crament, would. he not preſently be 
ſent to the Inquiſitipn ,; and condemned 
aSan Heretick, tobe burata live? 

The Euchariſt , ſay the Fathers of 


the Church, (s) is:« viſtble Sacrament (.) Cypries. 
whereupon the Diving Eſſence imparts it Cenacopeb. 
ſelf after an unutterable manner., It (b) iS (b) ldemees.2. - 


an Holy Nutriment ,, capable. of: rendering 
us Immortal, which is very anch different 
from the ordinary Nytriments we are daily 
fed withal ;. It keeps indeed the kind of 
a corporeal ſubſtance , but it makes known 
by 4 i#viſible efficacy that it poſſeſſes. the 


Preſence of a Divine Vertue, (C) We are (c) Hiley de 
in Chriſt by his corporeal Birth , and. be 5s Trige-tib.8. 


in us by the Myſteries. of his Sacraments. 


(d) The Lord did not doubt to ſay, this is my (4) Auguf 


Body ,, when he gave the Sign of bis Body, 15 **: 


46 


Ta 


the Banquet wherein he committed and gave 
to his Diſciples the \Figure of his Body and 
Blood, iy UII 


_ If a Remas- Author ſhould uſe theſe - 
expreflions which the Holy Fathers 


uſed,” would not a Biſhop of -the Rs- 
»4n Church zealous for the Intereſts 
of the Council of 'Trext , fay tohim 5 
Sir ;**tisnot enough to ſay with Cyprian, 
That the Divine Effence 1mparts '1t- felf 
in the 'Eucharift, after 'an unutterable 


manner; the Hereticks fay- all that: 


You muſt ſay furthermore ,- the Body 
and Soul of -Chrift are there really in 


' the room of the ſubſtance of /Bread'? 


*'Tis not-:enough to fay- the Euchariſt 
is an Holy Nutriment of 'a Divine Vers 
tue , the Hereticks do confeſs /all that: 
You muſt ſay moreover it contains'the 
Real Preſence of 'Chrifts Body: '8nd 
Blood: -Tis not 'enongh to ſay that 
Chriſt is in us by the Myſteries of his 
Sacraments , the Hereticks do believe 
the ſame thing , -but you mult ſay, he 
is in us really his, Body , his Soul; his 
Divinity. - In fine; you muſt Have a. 


very great care of ſaying , - the Sacta- - 


ment is the Sign'and- the Figure of 


Of che HolySatrament: ParcY. * 
Ch.2. 6.1. # (a) permitted 'Judas to be preſent. at | 
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A Pan: of the Zh Sdchavient)- | 
| Chriſt's Body and Blobd; as St;' auſtin Tha. (1. Fry 


ſaid , you muſt faptathe contrary, that ———— 
it 1s not the Figure yo and 
Blood, you mult ſayithar:it is Chriſt's 


| own Body and:Blood ;amo which the 


Bread and Wine of. the Lord' 0oy.- oh is 
Tranſubſtantiated; ': :-.-\ 

Certainly this Biſhop would ſpeak 
well according 'to the belief'of thi 
new Romay Church ; but he woutd'be 
far from the Doria of the-holy»Ea- 
thers : He would forſake the Faith of 
the . Primitive Charch:; he !xofld 
bring forth propoſitions. of which/the 
firſt Chriitians have been wholly igno- 
rant ; he would even condemn the Be- 
lief of 330 Biſhops of a PN 
cil-held':at' Conflantineple, in the 
754 for thoſe 330 Biſhops' con or] 

ning-as' Idolatry the Worthiping of 
Ichages ;'' among -the Reaſons. they 
brought', did -exhort the' People 
to. be contented: with the Images that 
Chriſt .has inftituted, giving in the - 
Holy'Sacrament , Bread and Wine, as 
Images, and Figures of his own Body 
and Blood : and ſpeaking of the Bread 
of the Euchariſt : Behold, there is, ſaid 
ths Ferhos » the Image of his life-- 


giving 


48 


Fo 


Ch:2. 3.1 


giving Bodyg and a little after: The 


put upon. the Table this Intage eſpeci- 


ally choſen, to wit, the ſubſtance of. 


Bread, leaſt Idolatry ſhould lip'in a- 
mong the Chriſtians, if he had been 
repreſented under an Human Figure. 


IV. Fourth Proof dy awn out of the No- 
velty of the Doitrin teaching Tranſub- 
ftantiation. | 


Ll thoſs Reaſons perſwaded me 
not only, that the belief of the 


Real Preſence with Tranſubſtantiation 
was not the belief of the Primitive 


Church, but furthermore, that they 
were Articles of Faith newly deviſed : 
And I knew afterwards they were-no 
older than the beginning of the thirteenth 
Age, when Pope /»neext the Third , 
in the («) Council of Zateraz, in the year 
1214+ ſet among the Articles of Faith, 
the Belief of Tranſubſtantiation , ſince 


we ſee, that in the end of the Ninth. 


ee, about the Year of our Lord , 870. 


Bertram, or John Scot ,, one of the moſt 


learned Men of that time, wrote a Book, 
by the command of Charles the Bauld, 


Of the Holy Sacrament. Pat,” 


Lord, ſay they , -has commanded: us' to. 


King - 


 , no 
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_Filiitut , 
us the Body and Blood of thy moſt 


awhich is5theBigiwe of | the Sadprnn 


xlptthe hc. Fo and $08 BYE 


TV! 


Pated. Wide Hob Fen 20" 


King of e, tquchins the eftion-TF> [ 
ch fe Tn wg |, whercan t Rec irrajs ae: 
openly -yhe. Belief*. of 't e Proteſtiaht © TT el 
Church; -Singe we (} figd 3 I, lexter of (b) aibliorecs 
the Empergur Charles Azagne to his hs Pee 
cher: Aleningg , , wherein. "Eels wo 

are to be, read ;. Feſis Chriſt ſupping * 7 


his DR) 3. broks the Bread, ;7 gnd-g4 4 
tte them; likewiſe them, is Figure W 

heap and Wod; In fine , flfice even 

t 6 Canonof the Maſs , "Jt dof theſe 
words which are to be Foun there now: 

Ut nobis Corps & Sanguis flat” Aitetiftni 

&c. That it may become to 


. Theſe other 
Pac nobis haxnc 


well-belove $0nN, &*c, 
words were to be read: 


eplationem, aſcripters ,, ratwnaviten., i46- 
ceptabilem , . qued; eſt rigs Coop 'ef 


Ehriſtt : 


nowinis” Domint Neſtri \ 
nd 


feng 
Blood of our Lord:Jeſus Chirift,:i*) 
All that made me know, that to n- 
blith the-haliak, af. Reality, with Tran- 
ſubſtantiadi 109 14, the. Church of - Kowe,, 
there hath been need , nor only t6 cor- 


m 
an Interpretation.y his it/1s; Ay to : 


poſſible! and xi deploys oo -8IOf5- 
Toe H over, 


# 
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' Ch.2. 


TT 


2.2. over ,/to withſtand all Antiquity ,' to 


| thers, even to ſuborn the Canon of 

, the: Maſs, which, afore ſuch mon- 
frrons corruption, was flipt.. into the 
*Church , was but a certain'number 'of 
.Prayers, devout enough , and very 
. reaſonable. Thoſe horrible alterations 
which I diſcovered, cauſed me to look 
with deteſtation upon the belief of the 
Roman Church, and to miſtruſt it if 
every thing. ora 


| SECT. IL. 
The Belief of Rome about the 


. . Sacrifice of the Maſs, is contrary 
to the belief of the: Primitive 
_ Church: | . 
£310 Q & A | 
I. 1n what ſenſe it is true to ſay that. the 
© © . Holy Sacrament us 4 Sacrifice, - © 
"A Little while after I diſcovered"the 
"4 'Iconſequentes and' the progreſſions 
_ *of the Error and: the 'Falſhood of this 
£7944 | other 


Of the Fly Said. Pia. 


pervert the Writings of. the Holy Fa- 


£  Þ 8 or — SO IO ONES 


% 


Part. OfitheFdoly SakRamient.) 5.1 
other Article of the Council'of Trent ©; 4.2. 
(a) The Maſs 4: propitiatiry>$acrifite for ———=— 
the Quick andfor the Dead; - '' \ | (2Seff. 2. 2. 
To explain this Propoſition,.. we 57, ":+ 5 

muſt ſuppaſewith the Scripture, that 
Alins, Peayers;- and- Thankſgivings'!, 

and the ro of bur'good : Works; are 
Euchariſtick Sacrifices; ſo:#he Prophet 

(6) Hoſea. calls the Thanks which we'(b) cap. 14. 
g1ve. to God, :The Calves, of ' our Lips %:3: 

So David direcsihis Prayers unto. God z\ 

faying ; (c) Let my Prayer be ſet forth before, (c)Pſal.141.2. 
thee as Incewſe., and the lifting np of. no: 

Hands + as \ the. Evening: , Sacrifice. - | \S0 

(4) St. Paut following after.David, ſays (4) 442. 
Let: us \offer the. Sacrifice; of Praiſe to-Gad 13: 15: + 
continually, that is.,"\the frutt:of. aur Lips. 

fuing thanks te hy. Name: Itis'in that 
Toile that all the Chriſtians: ini ther Scrin 
pture.are Ccalled-Priefts-: Ye axe, (ec) ſays. (e) 1 Per. 2-9. 
St... Peter ,. & (choſen.-Generation.,.. 4 Royak. 
Priefthood » 433} Holy {Nation,, | a pecultap. 


. Pebple ; that ye ſhould ſhew.farth. the Brat- 


ſex of him who: has. called you out of Darkz 
neſs into his. -marvellow; Lipbs': \And, 
Sr. John, in bis:(f) Revelations: He hath ri. 6.) 
mide us Kings and Prieſts unts: Gid:axd, his © © 
Eather. ; From whence yl e-that-the] 


— 

- 
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. Sacrifices of i the; Chriſtians: are. Prayergs 
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ET 


+./10 God. 


En; 


: w14to thee any Sacrifice ; yodrwebeſerch thee; 


-" Lib 4. Set, 


G) Lib, 5. þe 
377: 


-hiat: the Holy Sacrament: 


Of the ably Saran it) Parts * 
; Alms ©, i-Thank(givings» -and 4 

'- Works , «hd that all the Chriſtians are; 
chemlelves the Prieſts, ) hs mm then 


get ic: 

ey well 
ding. the 
Commemotation of 'the! xbarh of the 
Son of God; - was'-ac Sactitice -iof 
Thankſgiving, of Praiſes; -of.boanden) 


fn that fad 1 conceived- 


'Puty and Service; as -I have learned; 


ſince more perfedly inch Book of 
Common-Prayer , wherein immediately 
after having' recewed the Holy Comr- 
munion, we ay: O'Lord.and Heavenly. 
Father , we thy-humble\Servahts, entirely, 
aefire Yhy. Eatherly Goodneſs: vercifully Fd. 
accept this 107i” $aorifice.. of | Prazſe ane 
Thatkſgiuingi: ——— And although we be' 
nuwoy thy thouth our manifold Sins, to offer. 


$0-ucept thrs our bourntley atity nnd- ſervice. 
And'then I did embrace; oy willingly. 
rhe Do@rin I rook fince ont of D:'D; 
H. Hermon his( «) Pratticul Cutrohipat, 

out of Archbiſhop Crameerthis (6) An 
ſwer to Biſhop Gurdner :, D.iFim. Particle 
in his Chniftian-Suorifice , viz." That: the: 
Propitratory iSxcritice had ben made: 

by out Lord Jokes Cheiltoaly, bur whae 


the 


Phnds Of rhe bb Garkantnt, 


Thwjkſgiving:;: 2is 1madeiinow !by che! 
Mitufterand-riit Pevple; onw- . HJ 


* & . - Y , 7 _ k C - Fu - ? 
cd of goin ,199994G.z 10 A999 C1 Zi; 
1vi 31317 23 off ooh - 0909 102 onjvit 


.  H.\\ The: pretanded. Propitibtoryp Sacrifice 
PEE No rr. oma. 226 8 
11,0 the Seripture., ' 1.31 2] I rifore rn po 
10! 35751400 wud ,AinTDO oils 
Toft oConmadoinn ng ed «1979 
THe Dobtrifie of: the ;Goyncilef 
; Tent, .touthing this; Queſtian-i, 
ſcemed; to me: ery harſhs; They; muſt 
believe that Chriſt ks, Immatared every 
day: in the Sacrarient; that;s,Romad 
Puaigſts:gothi [offer / the | Sqn. of » God 
unto: his: Father. and. that; He; -doth 
offer him ab; a _Paopidatory\Sacrifice 
far ishe; Quick; ant! [the 'Dead. :;; Ales! 
Prieftrhood ;;:te give;; hint, fo, many 
Felbw-Prieſts 1agd:. petti Sacrificers; © 
Stz-Pamd (4); Teathes me z that. the ©) 


difference. betwixt : Moſers Law and.” 


Chriſt's conſiſts itt.chis;,; thet 4h the 
Law -of Moſes ,.,there Was need 4. 
keep-ieveral- Priefts,. for :as much as 
bang Mortal , hey wete..to be Suc-. 

| | Se ceflors 


= Yb A 


hb Sacrifice of ! Commemoration: altd:Cho. 44 | 


54. Of the Holy Sdcrament> PhagItt * 
Ch.2.4;3,'cefſors one-ito-. another} but inz tht: 

—= Law of Chriſt our -iSaviour;; iJeſus' 
Chriſt, who is' the! Prieſt : -himſelf*, 

has no need of a Succeſſor, fince he is 
living for ever, ſince he is Prieſt for 

ever after the order. of :-<Melchiſeiec. 

They truly were many. Prieſts, faith 

he, becauſe they were not ſuffered to 
continue by reaſon of Death; bur 

this Chriſt , becauſe he continueth for 

ever, hath an unchangeable Prieſt- 

Reod. Aﬀeer that, who: doth not' te 

that the Rowan Church, which \ays , 

that her- Prieſts. are -true- Sacrificers;, 

and Chriſt's: Succefſors:'zn his Prieſt- 

hood ; wrong Ghrift' our Lord ,': ſup-/ 

poſing that his Prieſt-hood has the: fame 
Imperfe&ion; asthat of” Meſes's Law 2: 

St. Paul \teaches' me ,+ that the Rea- 

fon why -in Mofes's Law; - they 'ireite-: 

rated their 'Sacrifices's :' becauſe the 

Blood of the Beafts which werg-of: 

fered; was not able*to ſantifie Sin4 
> "ners: The Law, (a)ſaith he; can wtver 
(a) Ad Feb. with thoſe Sacrifices * whith” they "offered 
—_ year by year continually, © make' the comers 
thereunto perfet? ': | For then would they 
not have-ceaſed to be offered: Becauſe 
that the | worſhippers once purged, nets 
, 4 AVE 


7 Par Of «the Holy Sacrament. 


then: Doth the Church of Rowe mean == 


that the Sacrifice of the Croſs was not 
able to Sanctifie Sinners, that it has 
no more' virtue 'than the Sacrifices of 
Moſes's' Law ,- which were to be very 
oft reiterated; \doth that Church in- 
tend to give the Lye unto the Apoſtle, 


53 
hive had m mirt ciuſcience of Shur; Whit Th.z d.5, 


da | 


who ſays : (a) That we are ſanttified (a) 4d Heb. - 


through the offering of the body . of Jeſus 
Chriſt once Ag nd chart (b) #, ar 
offering he has perfetFed for ever them that 
are Sandtified, . FOEEIIIER (37OY 

If 'the Sacrifice of the: Croſs of 
Chriſt has ſanQified us all, zthere:re- 
mains nothing to do, but to gain to 
our ſelves by Faith, an intereſt inthe 
Merit of his Death and Paſſion.: What 


do then ſignifie all thoſe reiterated Sacri- © 
fices? And if Chriſt's Prieſt-hood-is -:: - 
everlaſting ,. Chriſt being. living for ©: .. 
ever, why do'they appoint Succeſlors...-. 


in' his Prieſt-hood 2 Are.not all the 
Maſſes of Rome, 'as' many Blaſj 


of Chriſt of ' inſufficiency>'aad: 'im- 
perfetion -:i/And : all': chofe:i Romiſh 


pettESacriticers , verected; :withdut any. 


Order- or  Vocation of God, tare nat 


— 
which accuſe: the 'Deathan Paſſion 


they 


IO. IO. 
(b) Ad Heb. 
Io. 14- 


'ChzF$.2 _ the-Uſyrpers of Chrilt S; Privfk 
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\.; NIL.;: mba bes giver aceaſrer | torrthat 


.: ,,, Exrer, and the Deprees of Cortuptian 


Fa whith brought 'fersh that Belide:: 3c 


4.4.1. FRPOdiſcover the iftock of that Br- 
_ ..-— .,Þ ror,:''we muſt knaw'that the eu- 


ſtom.of' the Firſt Chriſtians was thus: 
Before: they might £a rticipate of: :the 
Communion of the Body and Blagd 
of Chriſt, they. came'to-preſent their 
Offerings , Bread, Wing; Oyl, Fruits: 
and otherthings,, and thoſe _—_ 

hy 


{| » 
a * i 
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were: called: by thd::Fathers - of; £ 
EP Church.,: Seerefices , 16.86 gyidenty 
(a) 15-4: che reading of (4) St; Irenr;7( 6.) Sto Cyr 
(b) Epip."34- prean,'i(c) T beodoret ;\ the; ſecond Cour 
tem Lib. de 0:1 of .:(d) Mdaſcoy ahout)the Yeari687 


| () i4b.s. cap. aSit is $0 be ſeen in {e) :Rabanye , M4146 


I7. his inſruttions of Church-mev.:; Let the 


905 +  Sub-Deacotis,:: ſays he ,:reckive'i the 


7.8 Ffaithfiil Peoples Oblazjans'iin the!Tam-. 
ple of - God:; :andi\give them tothe” D4ar = 


cons th be'prit upon the/Altar,. andithis 
was the reaſon why they. called the 
Tableaof Commmunian, ay ud —_—_ 


. *. = & & 3 a. S #4 3 Dr Dane = Is Abs. 


4 Part. Of the Holy Satrament. $59 IJ 


| peocd from, the belief of che firſt 


| which ha neither the Figare/, nor afpea- 
j rance of the trae Bread, And it is to 


becauſe of the Oblations they offered Ch.2. 4.2, _ 

on it, pd , wg | 
hk was the belief, the uſe, and 
the ſimpliciry of the Primitive Church: 
Bur alas | how-much has error defaced 
this Holy Practice in the Rowan 
Church? How greatalteration is hap- 


Chriſtjans ?. © © | 
-:;2, Inſtead of Bread the Firſt Faithfu 
offered upon the Lords Table, they offer 
in. the now Roman Church: only ſome 
ſlender Hoſts like to Wafers ;; and it is' 
that of which the Authorof' the Expo- 
ſition'of the :Remen Order, and Conſti- - 


was offered by.the Faichful People upon 
the Lords Table. for. the uſage of - the ; 
Sacrifice, 15 at this time reduced to 2 
yery {mall and verylight form, to the 
form' of a little! piece of .Money, 


authorize. fuch error - that 'in feveral 

Pitfares of. . the Lards' Supper , : Chrift is 

to-beſcen with ali bis Apoltles-,: having 
he I 


every 


© yo 
Ch.2: 0:2: 


every oneupon his Plate, a little Hofte 
of the bigneſs of one Farthing. Is not 
that a mighty alteration in the Ronzar 
Church tooffer to the Lord ſome little 
Hoſts, -that have not -any appearance 
of Bread,' inſtead of the true Bread 
which. was offered in the Primitive 
Church? . And is it not 
boldneſs worthy of puniſhment, to 
make the World believe that Chriſt in- 


 ſtiruting the Holy Sacrament , hath nor 


taken ordinary Bread , but fome little 
Wafers alike to thoſe they uſe in the 
Roman Church 2 243 5 

2. Whereas 1n the Primitive Church 
the Obſations which were made, were 
Sacrifices of Thankſgiving , and Duty, 
and that the Holy Sacrament was look'd 


2' upon but as a Sacrifice of Commemo- 
ration according to the belief the 


Church of. Exg/azd keeps ſtill, we have 
ſeen ſince altogether with the belief of 
Reality. ;and Tranſubſtantiation, the 
beliet of a Real and Propitiatory Sacri- 
fice in the Maſs, which has obliged the 
intereſſed to hold as they did ſince inthe 
Council of Trext: That Chriſt was 
every day truly Sacrificed, I do not 
know ' how many times for our-Sins 3 
| an 


Of the Holy Sacrament. Part-I. 1 


monſtrous 


a hand Prog ©Y By Frad nd ed > beds a aA As 


' 


Qv 0 = O00Rn 


J- 


' ParclI.' Of the Holy Sacrament; b 
and that the Rowan Priefts 'were trueTha. $.z.: * 


Sacrificers ,” and all that 'without any 


we UI CY... bis GO OD GW OY vow HS 
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ground in the Scripture, without any 


adyowing or authority of the Primi- 


tive Church , whoſe belief' was very 


far from that of the Rewan Church, as 


it 1s proved1n all this SeRion, 


3 


IV. The horrid abuſe of : the Roman: 


Church to offer Sacrifice itn "the honour 


| of Saints , is a prattice contrary to 


that of the Primitive Church, - 


In Or as much as Error is the Mother of Pjal. 42. 9. 


Blindnels ; as one deep calleth another x 
and all the deſign of the Devil is to bring 
men.to Impiety, and to the Deſtruction 
of the Kingdom: of Chrift : : Whereas 
in the Primitive Church they direed 
their Oblationsonly to God nc3ue ge , 
they celebrated the Sacrifice of the 
Lords Supper only for the. honour. of 
his Divine Majeſty ; the Church of 
Rome Carried on Error to ſuch excels, 
as to hold, that in the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, whichthey do” pretend Chriſt 
himſelf is Really- SD z. that. that 
TIONS; 2 


gacri- 


LY WY... 


bis 


q & Of the Holy Sacianient.) Parcels: * 
| Ch.z. 0.2. 
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Sacrifice of the Body and Blood 'of 
Chriſt Really and Subſtantially pre- 
ſent, is offered: Durſt 1 rehearſe uch 
a Blaſphemy , that ir is offered in ho- 
nour of Saints, and one comes boldly 
to ſay to a Prieſt , who prepares hum- 
ſelf to ſay the Maſs ; Sir, you muſt fay 
the Maſs of St. Peter; The Maſs of 
St. Paul ; Of St. Fames, oflome other, 
thar is to ſay : Tow wuſt Immolate Jeſus 
Chriſt to day to the honour of St. Peter , 
tothe honour of St. Paul, of St. Fames, 
of St. Barnabas, or of ſome other : 
and that you may not think that I do 
impoſe upon the Church of ' Rome , 
you are but to read _ that matter , 
which you pleaſe of the Books of the 
Roman Theologians , or to hear whar 
the Prieft ſays every day in his Malls, 
when he reads the Caxoz thereof, and 
you ſhall hear him, ſaying with a low 
voice theſe words, after he has recited 
the names of ſeveral Saints, Ur 
ills Ow ad honorem: That it may 
profit them to honour ; he doth pray 
God that this Sacrifice be profitable to 
their honour, 

If in the Old Teſtament any ſhould 
have offered Sacrifices to God in the 
honour 
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honour of Abrahams, 1ſadc , and Jacobs Gp” 


would not they have ſtoned him in that 
very inſtant, to expiate*by 'his death 
the Impiety of this Blaſphemy e Alas! 
inthe Law of Moſes there were in the 
Sacrifices only ſome Beaſts', whoſe 
throat were cut. When Chriſt be 

to ſhew unto' his Diſciples, - how t 

he was to r_ Feruſalem and \ſuf+ 
fer many things of the Elders and Chief- 
Prieſts, and be killed ro appeaſe the 
wrath of his Father , provoked againſt 
the Sins of Men : St. Peter was pre- 
ſently filled with Zeal, and could not 
abide that his Maſter ſhould go unto 


eruſulem to be-Sacrificed there: («) BY (a) mak. 16, - 
J es thee Lord, (aid he, this ſpall not 22. - *J 


be untothee, : Oh! ſhould Sr. Peter be 


upon the Earth , and ſome body ſhould 


come to tell him, Peter, this Prieſt, 
who goes to ſay the Mals, is going, for 
your ſake, to worſhip you, to Sacrifice 
Chriſt himſelf, his own Body and 
Blood : Would not he hear the news 
with a mighty horrour « Would not 
he ſay with much more reaſon: Be #t 
far from thee, Lord, this ſhall not be unto 


thee , thou ſhalt not be Sacrificed for 


my ſake, for my honours We do.read 
eee in 


$.2+ | 
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G23) Of the Holy Sachament? PartT.: 
Ch.2.4.5; in the Acts of (4) the Apoſtles, that ſome' 
" — RD os le of Zycaoxia having ſeen the Mi- 
52-14 raclethat St. Paw! had wrought , were 
| ready to offer a Sacrifice to him, and. 
that the : Priefts of Jupiter brought: 
Oxen, and Garlands unto the Gates ; 
and would [have ' done. Sacrifice with: 
the People, in honour of: Barnabes and: 
Paul , which when theſ® Apoſtles 
heard of, they rent their Clothes , and 
ran in among the People', crying out, 
and ſaying, irs, why doye theſe things 2. 
we alſo are men of like paſſions with you , 
and preach unto you, that ye ſhould tary 
from theſe Vanities unto the living God : 

-- 4.57. '.” But alaſs! the things which they 
.- brought to do Sacrifice withal were 

only Oxen with Garlands: And what 

you think would theſe Saints fay, if 

they were now upon the Earth, and 

ſome body ſhould come and tell them, 

that in the Church of Rowe the Prieſts 

do Sacrifice -Jelus Chriſt. to honour 

St. Barnabas and St. Paul? Would not 

they be very angry with thoſe new Sa- 

crificers? would not they rent their 

Cloaths? would 'not they ſay to all 

the People of the Koman Church's? 

Sirs, why. ao you theſe things? we alſo 

017 are 


a —— - 
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are men like you, it is not for our ho- at? ; 


nour you myſt offer ; your Sacrifices , 
it 15 for the honour of God's Ma. 


Ns to-whom only it.is lawful PORT 
tIJem; 

I] do believe. if - ſonie ip the- Ar 
Mes ,: or of the Firſt Chtiſttans' ſhobld 
riſe again ,3and appear,in the Church 
of Rome , the would. have.; need, ;to 
learn almo all their atechilq ; 
{ſo great is the alterati6h” of the 
Articles of Faith of the now Ro- 


man Church\\from thoſe*of the'Prid 
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The Manner of Adminiftring the: 
Sacrament in the Roman Church 
is quice different and very much 
oppoſed to that which they 
uled in the Firſt Ages of - the 
"ones: 7 - -- 


I. in the time of the Apeſiles and the 
Firſt Azes of the Church, my gave 
the Communion to all the = e under 
Both Kinds, they 4worſhipped not the 
Hoſt , nor celebrated the Holy My- 
ſteries in au Unknown Tongue. 


A? for the manner of celebrating 
, the Euchariſt., it is ecaſie to take 
notice of three great faults in that 
after which the Church of Rome cele- 
brates it now. | 

The firſt, is the Abridgement of the 
cp. 
The ſecond, * the Adoration of the 
Sacrament. 


The 


” PattI.' Of the Holy Satramait;) , 
«-'The'thixd:is: the Hnkninn Langazgr , 
which' they; do/ uſe in'ithe: Church of 
Rome in the'c&lebration of the'Euchariſt; 
 * You nay tead overall; theScripture,, 

you ſhall never find that the Faithful 
were couzened' of the Chalice ©: of 


Chriſt's 'Blodd'; you  fliall : hor find: * 


that the Chriſttans are 'to-Worſhip the 
Sacrament ;-/ you' ſhall not find that: 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles 'in the: celebras 
tion of the Holy Myfteries, ever ſpoke 
in'a Tongue, Unknown to the People. 
You may read all the : Hiſtories of the 


Firft Ages of ''the: Church ,:- and the 


writings of the Fathers , who lived in 
thoſe Ages, - you ſhall: never find the 
Abridgement-of the Cup, never the 
Adoration of the Euchariſt, never the 
Celebrating'of the Holy Sacrament in 
an Unknown Tongue, - tt 

"In the Apoſtles time, when they Ce- 
tebrated the Lord's Supper, they added 
firft nothing to the Inſtitution of Chritft: 
but the Lord's Prayer, -and (ome. time 
after , three devont ColletFs,a5 it is mani-: 
feſt by the reading of Ancient Authors. 

Aﬀeer the Apoſtles death; the faithful 
People being' gathered together upon a 
Smday, the Reader did read ſome Chap- 
” K ter 
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ter -out of the Scripture; afterwards 
the Miniſter, or the Biſhop , who did 
preſide , made - an exhortation unto 
the People upon the Scripture that 
had been read, and at the end of his 
exhortation , he made his Prayer 
unto God ; After that the Faithful gave 
one: to another the Kiſſing of Peace, 
then they ſet upon the Communion 
Table Bread and Wine ; © then the 
Paſtor uſed the Prayers of Conſecra- 


. tion, and after the People had An- 


ſwered, Amen, the Deacons took the 
Bread and Wine, Sanctified through 
the Miniſters _— and Prayers, and 

e which were pre- 
ſent there, Such was the plainneſs of 
the- firſt Chriſtians ina the Celebrating 
of this Holy Myſtery ,- and after the 
ſame manner they celebrated it, ''till 
the year, 150.' that is to ſay, about 70 
years after the Apoſtles death, as it is 
reported by J«ftiz Martyr, in his ſe- 
cond Apologie, near the end. Ia this 
manner of celebrating the Holy Sa- 
crament , the faithful 'People received 
the Communion under both kinds ; the 
Language. which was ſpoken was 
known of all the People, fince they 
an- 


of the Holy Sacrament. Part: L | 


Part I. Of the Holy Sacrament. 
anſwered, Amer,:and it cannot be found 
that they worſhipped the Sacrament. 

We have ſeen afterwards in the 
Church ſeveral forms: of ; Celebrating 
the Euchariſt, which. have. been called 
Liturgies: We have ſeen” the Liturgy 
of St.. James, the Liturgy of St. Clement, 
the Liturgy of St. Matthew, of St. An- 
drew ; C St. Chryſoitow : But alas! 
What agreement is there betwixt 
thoſe Liturgies , and the Maſs of Rome ? 
we do find indeed in thoſe Liturgies 
ſome Prayers which are almoſt the 
fame with them that are ſaid in the Maſs, 
but we do 'not fee in one of thoſe 
Liturgies that it was forbidden to give 
the Cup to the People, on the contrary, 
- we find there that all the Faithful did 
receive the Sacrament under both Kinds, 
We know that the Language of thoſe 
 Liturgies,.was a Language underſtood 
among the people , and we cannot fee 
any where therein, the leaſt trace of 
the Adoration of the Sacrament. 

There are ſome Authors who do nat 
hold all thoſe Liturgies as authentical, 
neither as being written indeed by the 
Saints, to whom they are attributed , 
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p ' thelefs is conſtrained to © confeſs, that 
* an. infinite multitude of Corruptions 


haveſlid into them. i | 
They ſay, that it is very likely , that 
in' the Year--325. the Fathers of. the 
Council of N#e-had not: heard of that 
Liturgie ., which they fay.is St. Fame's, 
or if they -had- heard of it, they did 
not | believe. it true ;; finceFin that 
Council there were fo many Diſputes 
and oppoſitions about eſtabliſhing this 
word *Opsoig, Conſubſtantial, which 
is to be found in that Liturgie: They 
fay that in the Year 431. un the Coun- 
cil of Epheſis,. the Fathers of the 
Church made . no mention - of | that 


\ Liturgie, neither of the : Authority 


of the Apoftle St. James ,'| to prove 
that the Bleſſed Virgin AMHary was to 
be called 9wrius , Mother of Gd, 


» This word being in the Liturgie of 


St, Fames , It is not likely , ſay they, 
tharthe Fathers 'would have forgotten 
to uſe it, as a proof againſt the Ne- 
ftorians, 'if they had believed that Li- 
turgie to be an Authentical Book; 
They fay, that in the ſame Liturgie, 
mention 1s made of 7zcexfe,. which is 
offered, which makes'them believe - a 
tnat 
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that Liturgie. is: not ,St-; Joey $1,.fince Cha 3.3. 
oY Forms of the Firlt C 7 , they Cha £4: 
re nat locepls, in their; ? ng | 
> it. is manifeſt b (a) Arnobizs, ,. (2) Lb6.O7y 
. They lay, the, alne, of, a Imofk, al the 
otherLiturgies; F- that of St, 
mention is made of. the Council E Nice, 
of its. Creed , of > the Counci * Con- 
fo le, & the Council of. Epheſ Gs, 


of Baſal , ory , who. did IVE 
many Ages pes Death of St, Mat- 
thew : That in the Liturgy of St. Chry- ; 


ſeſtom , who liv'd in the end of the 
Fourth Age , St. Chryſſtam himſelf is 
named among the dead ; thag we find 
therein the names of Sabas, .of Orn- 
phrius, of Anaſtaſins, of Athos , and of 
ſome others, who lived a'great while 
after the death of St. clrybs 02h. 

All thele reaſons make them. believe, 
that either theſe Liturgies are-counter- 
feited works, and not the Authors'to 
whom they are attributed, or that they 
have been thereafter increaſed 3 adul- 
terated, and filled, with Corruptions. | 
But let it be what it. could ,, thele Li- pu ole 
turgies , though corrupted ,..are never- F 
theleſs works of Antiquity ; .and:ſince 
mony of the Authors of: the Raman 

Church 
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may rightly urge thoſe works againſt 
them, to make them to acknowledge, 
that in the time thoſe Liturgies were 
written, the manner of adminiſtring 
the Euchariſt was entirely different 
from that of the Church of Roe, in the 
abridgement of the Cup , in the wor- 
ſhipping of the Hoſt , and in Celebra- 
_ in an unknown Tongue, which is 
a ſtrong Proof againſt the novelty of 
the now Reman Church. | 


IT. The beginning of all the Errors of 
the Roman Church in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacrament, 


By: without farther inſiſting upon 
Proofs which may be faid to be 
negative only, which nevertheleſs are 
of great weight, and have almoſt 
the force of a Demoniration, in Que- 
{tions wherein one Sect is accuſed of 
Innovation; it 15 very eafie to produce 
poſitive Proofs to ſhew the Novelty of 
thoſe Errors, ſince we know the time 
when they were brought into the 


World, and that we know their begin- 


ning, and their Authors, | 
I. The 


| Part I. Of the Holy Sacrament. 


' 1. The beginning of the abridgement 
of the Cnp, | 


We know, by (4) Caſſander's report , ) Conſult. de 
that the Eaſtern Church has always given _— ; 


the Communion, under both kinds, to 
every one of the Faithful , and that, 
even in the Remax Church , the cuſtom 
of diſtributing to every body, the Bread. 
and Wine of the Sacrament, did laſt 
more than a Thouſand Years, the er- 
roneous cuſtom of Abridging the Cup 
of Chriſt's Blood to all the People, was 
born in the Council of "be. amb, , in 
the 13, Seffion , wherein the Council, 
after having acknowledged, that it was 
the cuſtom of the Primitive. Church, 
to communicate under both kinds, 
eſtabliſhed, as a Law, the cuſtom of 
taking away from the People, a part of 
the Sacrament, and declared Hereticks 
thoſe who ſay, That it is an error to 
withſtand the cuſtom of the Primitive 
Church , the Example and Inſtitution 
of Chriſt, and the Commandement to 
which he has bound us , upon eternal 
Damnation, viz, the Commandement 
of Drinking of the Chalice of his Blood. 
Thus is, will ſome fay,: a way ſtrange 


ocrine; 


YH 


" 


Ch.2: 0.3 


ra. 
> &. . 


42 Of the Hoh Satrament. PARuT;! | 


7 >. Dodrine;: that a Council , notwith- 
G2. 0-2- ſanding the Cuſtom of the Primitive 
Church ,. Chriſt's Example , and the 
Commandement he'has injoyned unto 
all the Faithful, ſhould" dare. forbid? all 
Priefts to give the Communton under? 
both kinds, and would have- it be' ar 
Hereſie, to obey our Lord Fefus Chriſt; 
to be conformed to his: Example; '4nd 
to follow the 'practice'/of the! Shints 
who lived *in the Pritnitive Church.” 
This is a very churlth and 'ungentile' 
manner of dealing :**But whar 'Rez- 
ſons had ' that Councift -to. forbid t9/ 
adminifter the Communion under both 
kinds Are ye-curious to know them ? 
I have learnt them of ChancelHlour 
* TraZ. comr. *Gerſon: 1, The Mens Beards, which 


prog grow On their Lips. 2. The foath- 


ſeecieg, . lomnels which one ſhould have to | 


2t drink afterothers. . 3. The coftlineſs 
| and difficulty of getting Wine. 4, The 
inconveniencie of Frofts in Winter, 

5. The importumty'of Flies 10 Stim- 

mer. 6. The trouble: that the*Dea- 

cons ſhould have, to bring- Wine to 

_ the Faithful. 7. The danger of ſpilling: 

8. And' the Peoples unworthinef$ to 


equal Prieſts, in receiving the Sacra- 


ment, 


MA. ES 


Y Part]. Of thi HolySacrament: 
| ment, if he received it under both kinds. 
Theſe aretheReaſons of great moment, 
which have obliged” that Council to 
withſtand fo direQly the Inſtitution of 
Chrift, and the holy Cuſtom of all the 
Primitive Church, ; 7 
Truly are theſe Reaſons ſufficient to 
aboliſh ſo expreſs a Commandement , 
which Chriſt has injoyned to all the 
Faithful,to drink his Blood « Are there 
_ new inconveniencies, which have 
happened ſince, to alter the Form in 
which Chriſt has inſtituted the Sacra- 
ment « Had not Men their Beards in 
the time of Chriſt 2 Was there no body 
to be found, in the Apoſtles time, 'till 
the Council of Conſtarce,who had loath- 
ſomneſs to drink after others © Is Wine 
dearer now in Fraxce, /taly, and Spain | 
than it was then in Syria, Greets, Jeru- 
ſelem, and Conſtantinople ? Did not Wine 
freeze before the Council of Conſtance ? 
Is it but ſince that time Flies have vexed 
the People 'in Summer [2 Are the 
trouble 'of the Deacons, andthe dan- 


ger of ſpilling wine, ſuch. zhings as 


Chriſt had nor foreſeen */ And are the 
Prieſts of the Roa» Church more-ele+ 
vated in Diguity, = Chtiſt:himfelf 

| was 
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Ch.z. 0.3- was and his Apoſtles, that there ſhould 

i———— be need to fet betwixt them and the 
People a difference, which was never ſet 
betwixt Chriſt and' his Apoſtles , be- 
twixt the Apoſtles and the reſt of the 
Faithful. | 


2 The Beginning of the worſbipping of || 


the Hoſt, 


As for the worſhipping of the Hoft, 


not only we'do not find that Chriſt or 


his Apoſtles ever worſhipped the Sacra- 
ment , or that this was the uſe of the 
firft Faithful, not only we do not find, 
in all theſe Lyturgies whereof I have 
fpoken, any footſtep of that worſhip- 
ping : But furthermore wedo know all 
the degrees, whereby this Errour fair 
and ſoftly flid into the World. We 


MA 
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firſt commanded, that ſome Boxes ſhould 
be kept.in the Church, wherein the 
conſecrated Holt ſhould be conſerved: 
That it was Pope Hororins 117. about the 
Year 1220, who renewed that Decree, 
with this new Addition, That upon 
thoſe Boxes theſe words ſhould be writ- 
tea, Hic Dewm adera, Here aglore God 


and 


know that it was Pope 1nnocert HH. who 


a. 


at; ..- * 
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and that the: ſame-Pope ordained, that | wy. 
the Hoſt ſhould be "Elevated, We Eh-2- 0:3: : 
know it was: Pope Gregory IX. who ad- 
ded to that Elevation the Sound: of a 
little Be//, about the Year 1230, And 
1n fine, we know that it was Innocent IV. 
. who ordained, , that the Hoſt ſhould be 
worſhipped. Theſe are the degrees, where- | 
- bythat Error has been eſtabliſhed in the 
Roman Church. And it you would 
know what Engins they have &d to 
give Authority unto that Worſhipping, 
you are but to read Patina, and the *Bull * 4d Evam Re ; 
of Pope Urban IV. directed to a Nun CO Y 
called Eve, and you ſhall ſee, that about 7. Sep. 4s. 
the Year 1264 this Pope Inſtituted the P9m#-3- 
Feaſt which is called Corpys-Chriſti-Day , 
upon the Revelation and the Requeſt of 
that Nun, to whom he ſent the Book of 
the Office of the Sacrament, which is 
faid to have been framed by Thomas A- 
guinas. We know, that afterwards Pope 
Clement F, in the Council of Fiemna, 
ordained, that thzs Feſtival Day ſhould 
be kept by all thoſe of the Roman 
Church: And that about the Year 1360 
they heggn at Pavie to make Proceſſions 
and Tabernacles, which was afterwards 
obſerved in all Towns that ſubmitted tg 
the Popes Authority. LS -, 6 


Ch.z. 0.3. 


; (a) Exod. 26, 
33-5 


g 
| b) pore 3 ; 
up. Epift. a 
Epbe). 


. Before the time that the Roman 


God, the Chriſtians did receive the Sa- 


crament with devotion, with zeal, and 


an holy greedineſs, it was with a joy 
which cannot be expreſſed, that they 
met in the Churches to participate of 
the true Body and true Blood of Chriſt 
Jeſus. There was before the Table of 
= Communion a great Curtain, like to 
that 


when the Curtain was drawn, to ſet 0- 
pen to the {fight of the People the Holy 
Myſteries, the Faithful imagined they 
ſaw the Heavens opened, as (6) St. Chry- 
ſeſtome ſpeaks ;_ they confider'd the Table 
of Communion, as an Altar imbrued 
all over with Chriſt's Blood , they came 
to the Sacred Table with an holy hor- 
rour, and & trembling like to that of 
Moſes , when he came nigh to the Buſh, 
out of the mid{t whereof God ſpake 
with him, they were all penetrated 
throughout with the light of their 
Faith, and they breathed nothing but 
Fire of Charity, which conſumed them. 
And in this manner they came near our 
Lord J. Chriſt,to cat his own Body, and 
SY | | AY Ks 


Church had corrupted the Word of 


il which was in the old time be- _ 
fore the (a) Ark of the Teſtimony, and. 
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todrink his own Blood z they regarded G5. 3755.» 


the Miniſter, who divided to themthe 
Bread and the Wine of the Holy Sacra- 
ment , as a Scraphin, who was to put 
upon' their Tongues a coal of fire',: to 
quicken them with the Love of God 
and the Spiritof Chriſt, But if ſome- 
body in that time ſhould have warſbipped 
the Sacrament , in ſtead of worſhipping 
Chriſt, who is received in the Sacra- 
ment , he would haye been lookt upon 
as an Idolater , he would have been re- 
jected out of 'the Church, and dealt 
with as an Heretick , orelſe they would 
have taught him, that it is a dreadful 
Error to worſhip the Sacrament, as if 
Bread and Wine were tranſubftantiated 


' into Chriſt's Body and Blood , and that 


the Faith of the True Church, and of 
all the Saints, is to believe, That, by the 
means of the Holy Sacrament,we are truly 
and really partakers of the trueBody,and 
of the true Blood of Chriſt, who is 1n 
Heaven, ſettled at the Right Hand of 


God his Father, where we worſhip Him, 


1n receiving the Sacrament, 


7 3. The 
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3. Ti he Beginning of” the Celebration of 
" the Euchariſt in ay unknawn Tongue. 


Now for the third Error, which is to 
be found in the Rowan Church in the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament.,, we 
know that it is but ſince the Popes have 
made themſelves Soveraigns, ſince they 
have raiſed themſelves to be Arbitrators 
of Crowns, fince they took upon them 
to depoſe Kings from their Thrones,and 
uſurped that Temporal Power which 
they now injoy: We know that it is but . 
ſince that time, that they have endea- 
voured (as by Right of Conqueſt) to 
oblige all Nations to ſpeak the Roman 
Language , as a Mark of their Bondage 
to the Pope, following the Example of 
the old Rowan Emperors, who after they 
had reduced ſeveral Provinces and Na- 
tions under their Juriſdiction, conſtrai- 
ned them to ſpeak'the Rowan Language, 

That Tyranny of conſtraining the 
People to celebrate the holieſt of our 
Myſteries in 'a Tongue which they un: 
derſtand not, is a thing fo evident]! 
contrary to that which the Holy Gho 


teaches us 1n the *Scripture, that almoſt 
| | all 
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all the Chriſtian Churches, which have Gp," - 3 
: ay” --. = Ch.2.9.3-% 
received from the Apoſtles their Belief ———— : 
. and the Form of Celebrating the Eu- 
chariſt , do celebrate it unto this day in 
the vaſe Tongue of the Countries 
whereof they are Inhabitants.The Greeks 2 
have theirLyturgy in their ownTongue, -:7 
as every one knows, the Chriſtians of 
Azvſcovia, who received of the Apoſtle 
St. Andrew, the Faith of Chriſtianity , : 
have their Lyturgy in the(a) Slavoniar (a) Guagn. den 
Tongue, which is the vulgar Tongue of kc'is- Moſcow 
the Country they inhabit. The Armeni-? 25%, © 
4z5,converted for the moſt part by S.Bar- : 
tholomew, ſpeak their (6) own Tome in (b) Caflander - 
the Celebration of the Holy Myſteries. j2,"#. 2-3: | 
The Facobites, who dwell in Syris, ſpeak | | 
(c) Syriack, in celebrating the Euchariſt, (c)Brerewood 
The Abi/ine Chriſtians celebrate the Di- *® 19% 
vine Service and the Communion in the 0 
(4) Tongue of their Country. - Which (d) Citrus ; 
makes me believe, that all Chriſtian Na- *® 7 I 
tions conformed themſelves to the Pra- 
Rice of the Primitive Church; and that 
they have well perceived , the Holy 
Ghoſt forbid the celebration of theſe ho- 
ly Myſteries (which conſiſt in Bleſhogs 
and Thankſgivings) in an- unknown De 
Tongue, to which the Unlearned could = 3 
got anſwer, Amen, CON- 


CONCLUSION 
', - OF THE 
£13.STEART. 


The Articles of Faith of the Roman 
Church cannot be proved, either by 
the Praftice of the Primitive Church, 
or by. the Authority of the Ancient 

Fathers. PR, 


LI thoſe Reflexions, which I made 
for my own particular InſtruQion 

and Edification, brought a great Light 
into my Soul, and overthrew in part the 
falſe Principles, wherewith the Errors 
of the Rowan Church'are ordinarily in- 
tricated and darkened, -: Firſt I began to 
miſtruſt that Church; and: then: after- 
wards to draw ſome Conſequences a- 
gainſt the Errors thereof. I thought, 
lince it is a thing very natural to mou 
one in all his Condu&, after we have 
once ſurpriſed him in a Fault, that after 
having diſcovered the - Errors of the 
Roma#s Church concerning the Quſon | 
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of 'the Euchariſt, 'I might reaſonably 


miſtruſt it an'all the other Articles of 


Faith, of which it makes particular 
profeſſion; and fo I ſaw nothing ſure, 
nothing faſt in the Church -of Rome. 
1 believed I might juſtly miſtruſt; that 
this Church. had done in the Doctrine 
of Indulgences, Purgatory, Prayer for the 
Dead, and Invocation of 'Saints, the ſame 
that it has done in that of Traxſubſtar- 
tation, ym: and Sacrifice of the Maſs ; 
that is to fay, I feared they were Articles 
which had been framed againſt the Do- 
Qfine of the Ancient Church, the Te- 
ſtimony of the Holy Fathers, and the 
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Authority of the Word of God. More- . 


_ over, Ithought that (havingremarked 
the Errors of Rome in the chief and 
molt holy of all the Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtianity) I was: not obliged to examine 
the ak Articles, and that that only 
was enough to make me ſuppoſe, that 
itihad erred in all the other Points of 
its Doqrine, and that one muſt conſe- 
quently forſake its Communion, if he 

oth deſire tobe ſaved. Bop! 47s 
- . The defire of my Salvation ,' was a 
deſire which- Grace had rooted very pro- 
foundly in my Soul, o_ the thought 
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of :forſaking the! Communton.; of ia 
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'Church / within -which: 4 :had: been 


brought up, was a: thought ery. cot 
trary-to,imy natural, Inclinations.: I 
could not/blind my-(elf:from: ſeeing the 
:Eryors of Rewze;but I had not yet ſtrength 
enough generouſly to forſake:them, 9, 
the: perth of whatſoever'could happen. 
"The -Reafons. which made. me; under- 
Atand my, Errors , came::every day to 
-prelent. themſelves. to; my. mind, with 
4ome-new Lightsand Evidences.. The 
Church of Rome,, whereupdn I look'd 
before, as if it had been encompaſſed 
round about. with the: Truths of the 
Scriptuxe ,.grounded upon the Autho- 
rity of the-;Saiats: of the Primitive 
Church, g_ to- me at. that. time 
hbared of all . thoſe.:fine Teſtimonies. 
But at laſt, the ſame. Pretence. which 
cauſed:me todefer my converſion, when 
the Grace of God had; made me under- 
ftand - that the- Ropiſh Eaith wagynot 
grounded upon the word of God, called 
me to, defer; it again; after it had made 
me underſtand , that. this fame Rome;ſb 
Faith was grounded ,neither upon; the 
Authority of the Hely Fathers, mor upon 
the Prattice ofi the Arcient:;Chriftians, 
according 
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eGpdlng to the care of the TY 
lg ians.” This Pretence was | 


ng Auth nic 07 ne WONT ſup woltg | 
Infallible; 3ndit Was that prete EDA oy 
fallible Authority which kept! Fon Hy oe 9 
its Comitidnion 16 2 abt (el) 4 
"if the” Reval Church bs R/T 4B Ins 
what Fran is it whether the'A *< veg 
ri porn y it have a ny.” da- | 
tion it The Word of God,,*or upon ' 
Aittiority of the'Fathers, by cect 
on Pritnirive Church?! As1 dee, x6 
fp poſe 'it Tnfallible, we muſt be ag 
LANITS ir/teaches ;_ and Ir' be 
nothinp 6.8, that ſich or fuck 
ticle © Bait Was thr yer 
ved:- When the Roman Ch Erel 
declare it an Article of Faith tio belen vo 
That the bleſſed Firgin Ma hppa 
without | ny orig inal ſin; an x he ie 
hold as ocarill crhe Colin; 
that *reaches'us' this Do& ih 
this Church ſhall feclare, oh 
ftians are tritly and really bg byrie! 
Chrift in Baptiſt; .That't os ; 
that Sacratyent & tranſu OfrAHts 
Chriff*s uwn* tre Blood” whereis our | 
ave purified ; and Fhat 7 it.v an 
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water of the Baptiſm there remains ſome- 

thing of the ſubſtance of water-; That 

Baptiſm muſt be worſhipped : When the 

(a) Rom. 6.3 Church ſhall be pleaſed to determine all 

4. Co1.2, 12, theſe Articles, and to declare that they 

Gd.3-27, are implicitly in (4) Scripture and in the 

rn (6) Fathers,we ſhall be obliged to believe 
Emeri, them, becauſe the Church 1s Iofallible; 

 ;This way of dealing, to acknowleoge 

plainly, that neither the Fathers of the 

Church, nor the firſt Chriſtians,believed 

many Articles of , Faith which are now 

believed in the Church of Rowe, ſeemed 

to me a_great deal more fincere, than 

toſeek in the Fathers what they never 

mY {aid, and to make the Primitive Church 

believe things which it did never fo 

much asthink of. This way of dealing 

freely was a little bold , but it was juſt, 

ſincere, and very ealie. ' According to 

that Method , when one asks a Theo- 

— logian » Why do you believe Tranſub- 

- - ſtantiation*-he preſently anſwers, that 

he. believes Tranſubſtantiation as an 

Article. of . Faith, becauſe the Council of 

13- (c) Trent hath declared that it is an Article 

. of 'Faith ,_ and pronounced: Anathema 'a- 

gainft thoſe who ſhould hold the contrary, Ts 

1r not better to anſwer thus, than to. 

=, break 
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break: ones' brain to give unto the Fa- 
- thers, both Greek and Latin, ſeveral Ex- 
plications, which'they would not avow, 


if they were alive, and to make. the -: 


World believe, that in thoſe Paſſages 
of the Fathers, wherein they -uſe theſe 
words , ptra:xolyo ig, prrepohy, prroggu0pnoics 
perhA}is , perogaxh ors, they have in- 
tended to fay prrsvior.g, which is an 
Expreſſion' not to be found-in any of 


thole Fathers, as it is obſerved by a late (a)owledni 
(4) Biſhop of Norwich, cited by Dr. Ham- Orig- Eccleſ. 
F amt. po 


pop. p. 247 


ond in his Catechiſm. | 

. 1 ſee very: well, faid I, that after the 
Examination of |the Scripture, and of 
the Fathers, whereio it is impoſſible to 
find evidently the Articles of Faith of 
the Roman Church, the ſhorteſt way is 
torefer all the buſinefs to,the Authority 
of the Church,''Thus, if the Authorzty 
of the Roman Church be Infallible,todeal 
fairly, ſimply, juſtly and honeſtly, we 
mult ſay : 4: be/zeve the Chriſtian People , 
for-whom Chriſt ſhed all his Blood, ought not 
to partake of the Chalice of his Blood, be- 


cauſe the Council of (5) Conſtance and the (b) ef. 13. 
Council. of (c) Trent have fo determined : (c) Seff. 21. _. 


| Tbelieve, that belidesthe Sacrifice of rhe 
 Exols, there is another Propitiatory $a» 


. «7; 
5 | | 


Crifice, 
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crifice,viz;'the Maſs,which blots out the 
Sins both' of the Quick'and the Dead ; 
becauſe the Council of *Trent made that 
an CArtifle of Faith: And ſay thefame 
honeſtly and''in' good earneſt of 'P#! 
gatoyy ,' of Tidulgences - of Invocation of 
Saints, and of other Articles,” and"not 
headily driye'onto find inthe Primitive 
Church Articles of Faith, whereof''it 


had never {6'much as the leaſt know- 


ledge or Notion, Thus there'remains 
nothing, 'but toexamirie if the Autho- 
rity of the Roma» Church be Infallible: ' 
This was the indiviſible Point where- 
upon I fixed'all my Religion; ' thither 
I reduced: all * the Controverſial Qhe- 
ſtions;' wherefore Iexamined that Que- 
ſtion of the Infalliblity of the Roman 
Church ,; but, whether becauſe I was - 
afraid' to find the Infallibility of "Rowe 
aSill grounded as the Dodrine'of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation z whether ' becauſe the 
greedineſs I had to maintain with credit 
and reputation the —_—_— the 
Church, whichT was ingaged at that 
time to ſuſtain in Publick Diſputes, 
had diſtraſted and blinded me, whe- 
ther becauſe Grace was not pleaſed at 
that time to make an end of” my Con- 
; verſion, 
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mags) but , would ws =. ua VEE 
ripe, :20d . root ery -profou Fol : 
mind the Reaſons I ad OS 
faſten me moreand more in the Faith of 
the Holy Word, -I deviſed many Proofs 
and many Reaſons, both;gagd and bad, - 
I perſwaded.my ſelf .firſt, that 1 might 
perſwade others : more -eafily;;.and. I 
maintained in my Publick Theſes, That 
the. Rowan Church, even. that the Pape 
alone was Infallible, when he determins 
ſomething that belongs tothe Faith. .... 

That Perſwaſion kept me ſtill in the 7 
Church of Rome ; .wherefore 1 began to 
be aſſwaged, and. to change-my. Dif 
courſe z and whereas I conlidered . 
the Articles of Faith of that Church as $4 
ſo many Errors, becauſe they were not 
agreeable with the Do@rine of the Pri- 
mitive Church, and the Teſtimony of 
the Fathers, I conſidered them at that 
tine only as ſome Novelties which were 
not criminal, ſirice I ſuppoſed , that 
Church being Infallible, had right to 
produce every day, and to declare new 
Articles of Faith. In that Suppoſal, 
when ſome Learned Man asked me my 
Sentiment in particular _ ſome Que- 
ſtion of Divinity, I ſoon return'd , 
| accor- 


according'to my Opinion, and I reduced 
all the Queſtions to the Infallibilicy of 
Rome, But when I was obliged to ſpeak 
in publick, and before the People, I 
thought my ſelf ingaged, for fear of 
{candalizing and diſcontenting weak 
minds, to uſe the Method which others 
uſe every where, and to bring (though 
againſt my own perſwafion) ſome Pal- 
ſages of the Scripture, and ſome Teſti- 
monies of the Ancient Fathers of the 
Church, to prove in particular every 
Article of the Rowan Faith, 

Snch was my dealing at that time, 
when the only Perſwaſion of the Infal- 
libility of Rome faſtened me in its Com- 
munion, 
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The Church of Rome #s not the true 
Church, its Authority is not in- 
fallible, and that it 4 full of 


Corruptions and Errours. 


, had +4 ” F 


 INTRODPTTION. 
The Divine- Providence brought forth 
Some occaſions, which made me re- 
' ſolve to examine thevery firſt grounds 
... of the queſtion concerning the Autha- 
. tity of the Roman Church. 


HE fame truth may ' have dif- 
| ferent aſpects of light, accor- 

ding to /the diyerſe fides 

whereby it is look't upon, 
Truth is otherwiſe look't upon when 
it is Taught, otherwiſe when it is 
Preached, , otherwiſe when it is Exa- 
' _ mined 
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mined _ learned men, otherwiſe 


— x TX" 


He me in the Th ge tf the 
fruth, aſter 5 a ſolid and iDaveable 
ring," (a thing being almoſt always 
aswellknown by. it's contrarie's know- 
_ e, asby the knowledge or notion 
'sown ſelf) in teaching and preach- 
ng the Articles of Faith of the Roma 
rch, the errors of the Rowan? 
Chick came to preſent themſelves di- 
ſtin#lyro mp wie, 'with' 5 hm *w hid- 
den, molt fetre 
tricks they be cloathed with: 
writing for = infallible. Authority of 
the Pope, I began to learn tht the ops 
was at infallible, and by conſequent 


that'all the Artieles of Faith of the 


Church of Rb», which I grounded 
uponfuch an IEA ch 
Pen UAE: : 


& and 'moſt paleon 
at; and in 
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1. The occaſion T1 had to examine a> © 
new all the Articles of Faith of the 
Roman Church, which I reduced al 
fo the Authority of the ſame Church. 


Had not yet the age that the Ca- 

nons of the Church required tobe 
ordained 4 Prieſt, when I had made 
an end of my Courſe of Divinity, and 
the General of the Order of which I 
was, beſides the ordinary permiſſion 
of preaching, which he uſes to giye 
' to thoſe who were judged to havethe 
peceſſary aptitudes to teach and, edi- 
fie the people, ſent me an extraordy 
nary permiſſion, to.preach the word 
of God, though I was but a Deacon. 
I was ſent that year to dwell mm. the 
Monaſtery of the chief town of Cham- 
pagre, and the ſuperiar of that, Mo- 
naſtery, who was a perſon of an extra- 
ordinary capacity, and conſummated - 
vertue, appointed me to teach pub- 
lickly the Catechiſye in one. of the 
Churches of that Town. I did it, and 
whereas the cancurrence of the Arti- 
cles of Faith, which I diſcourſed of, 
obliged me to diſcqurſe of — of 
Lon” 
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Controverſie,. I' had occaſion fto' exay 
mine them, to. conſider all the; reaſons 
both for and againſt,. ro; inſtrat my 
ſelf leaſurely of all the truths ;of the 
word of God, and to diſcover all the 
errours of the Rowen Church every 
ane in particular. <q") mo 
;:. Yet I did not publiſh; in the Pulpit 
the light of truth wherewith God Al- . 
mighty lightened my mind, -and I did 
preach the Articles of Faith of -the.R5- 
»an Church, whereof I was but a: 1i- 
tleperſwaded. I muſt necds;here, O 
my God, give ſatisfattionfor thewrong 
I did to truth. , Many people that fol- 
lowed the Wars, who Wintered in that 
Town where. I preached, came to bear 
_ my Catechiſms: two, of them, which 
were of the Proteſtant Religion, one 
anOfficer and the other-a commonSoul- 
dier; bora one 1n the Province of Lax- 
guedoc, the other in that of Poi@Fon, 
came to tell me that the reaſons. L 
brought forth for the defence of the 
Faith of Rome, had perſwaded them, 
that they were ready to forſake' and 
forſwear their hereſies, and that they 
prayed me to inſtruct them farther in 
the Principles of the Rowan Religion : 


ImroduSGtion. Part'I. - 
[did it,” Ditnftructed them' a whiſe/anhd 
I made thei to forſwear; according t© 
the fortis"of Rome; unto the Superior - 
of that 'Moniſtery. - © | # 
"Ah! — meh hear my voice, 
I would"&ry ufto them with all my 
heart 3 Come again, Brethren, come a- 
pain into the lap of the-Church from 
which Ipluck'd you out:' thereaſons1 
alledgeFto you, 'I acktiowledge'now 
they were but Sophiſmes, the Authors 
I cited, I made them fpeak againſt their 
own minds, 'expounding them after 
ſomeflFe0hſtrudtions;in fine, the places 
of the Scripture which I-cauifed youts 
take notice of, read them againand a- 
gain without preoccupation, and you 
ſhall fiad that they teach nothing leſs, 
than what 'is taught in the Church of 
Rome. That antiquity, which f/at- 
tributed to that Church, began only af- 
cer the'parity of the Goſpel had been. 
corrupted by the Biſhops of Roxe;that 
Church which I ſaid, was the iftjage 
of the Primitive Church, is truly the 
Church of the /a#ter-##z2es, whereof 
St. Parl * ſpeaks; « Charch which far- 
bids to mary, 4 Church whith holds 

- . That it ic 4 ſmto eat certain meats itt 
_— | certain 
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certain TRE and by conſequent :a 


molt corrupt Church, Arno 


Primitive Glyjel. ath no. COMMETCE 


or.conformity 5 in\ ſhort ] ſhould tel 


theft freely, that k did not believe my. 


| t that fine, that che Articles of 
oh 6 ith of Roxre were grounded Ely 
tber upon the Authority, Ek Scri- 
 pture, orthe Authority of the Father 
of the Primixive. Church, and that al 
that I was detained wal 10 n the 
Communion of Rome, aa $4 
which I was perſyaded of, x7 
Pope was infallible, which 4 
have diſcovered fince to þ 
FOE 1. Wo 469A"? vt 01- 
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2. 'The ee ont I'bul fo # date" 
;nfall?bi ty of the \Pope, made 


' reſolve to exarine rv and. whe > 


out paſſion® upon what the Antho- 


rity, whitrh the Church of Rome £ 


boaſts ſo meh of, is Connect, ; 


Feer Thad continued ACOG 
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InroduGion. Part TT. JF 
rived 'there in the time whereat the - 
Lord Archbiſhop of Sex: bad reſolved. 
to make an. end of the difference he 
had had a great while with all the 
Monks of his Dioceſs, concerning the 
right he ſtood upon, to make his viſi- | 
tation in their Churches ; he had al- 
ready begun todeal compulſively with 
ſome of the Monaſteries which are in 
his Dioceſs, and the Provincial of our 
Order, fearing that. my Lord Archbi- 
ſhop would deal after the ſame manner 
with the Monaſtery of Sezs, and that. 
the Monks ſhould withſtand him, :to 
the ſcandal of all the people, gave or- 
der to the Superior of that Monaſtery 
to go to my Lord Archbiſhop, and to 
inform him of the reaſons which the 
' Monks1a(iſted upon, to withſtand the 
Biſbops, and not ſuffer them. to hold a- |, 
ny viſitation in their Monaſteries; the 
Superior defired me to come with him, 
he went to my Lord Archbiſhop, diſ- 
courſt to him his reaſons according to 
the order he had received of the Pro- . 
viacial, and my Lord of Sexs,who was 
a learned man, a ſublime ſpirit, skil'd 
in all Canonical matters, gave his an- 
{wers to all that the Superior had pro- 
poſed | 


Part If: IntroduSGion. 
pe to him; I heard that great Arch- 
| biſhop with all the reſpe& and venera- 
' tionT was todo, and I ſtayed hoKing 
my peace till his Grace was pleaſed to 
begtn.to me, and defire me to ſpeak if 
I had any thing to anſwer to what he. 
had faid; I told his Grace, as compen- 
diouſly asI could, what I had remark- 
ed in his anſwers, which I was not con- 
tented with, andI anſwered to his rea- 
ſons as ſuccinftly as it was poſflible. 

Some days after the Provincial wrote 
tome, and defired me to ſend him the 
reſult of the Conference with my Lord 
Archbiſhop, and to write him withall 
what I my ſelf in particular thought 
of the Contention we had with the Bi- 
ſhops concerning the matters of Juriſ: | 
diction; I examined the queſtion in its 
principles, I reduced the Conference 
we had with my Lord Archbiſhop to 
ſome Capital Arguments, whereupon [ 
wrote fully, and at length all my re- 
marks in form of Reflexions, which I 
fent to the Provincial, as he defired 
me to do, whereupon he wrote to me 
the moſt obliging letter in the world, 


'B Thoſe 
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me a great deſire. to examine -the 
greatneſs of the Power, which 1s at- 
tributed to the Pope in the Church 
of Rome, and gave me the occaſion 
to weigh with more maturity the 
reaſons, whereupon I was perſwad- 
ed to hold that the Pope was infalli- 
ble. Alas! faid I, all the reaſon the 
Monks have to refuſe to obey .the 
Biſhops, is becauſe the Pope has held 
them excuſed from their juriſdici- 
on; What then? could the Pope.,re- 
leaſe -Children from obeying their 
Fathers? could he releaſe Servants 
from their duty to their Maſters? 
can he free men from obedieace. to 
their Superiours? 'can he take away 
the Sheep out of the conduct of their 
Paſtors, without expoling the flock 
to the fierceneſs of the Wolves? . 1a 
ſhort, can he releaſe the Monks from 
the natural juriſdiction of the Biſhops, 


ſo that all the order of the Church. - 


ſhall not be overthrown and difturb'd 
with inevitable confuſion? ..;, .-- 
Doth not one ſee every. day. the 
effects of thoſe diſpenſations, which 
are altogetherthe effets of that migh- 


oy 
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ty power, which is attributed t6 the 
Pope? If a Biſhop comes to make his 
vifieation in ſome Churches belong- 
ing to'the Monks, they ſhut the door 
againſt him, to the ſcandal of all the 
people. If the matter comes into ſome 
of the Monk's Cherchas, to perform 


therein ſome Eccleſiaſtical Fandi- _ 


ons, there mult be a great fighting 
before, as it happened about 6 years 
ago, with the Prieſts of St. Roch, by 
the Capucin Nun's Church at Pars, 
at the Burials of Madame 12 Ducheſſe 
de Vandome; they uſe the handles of 
Croſfes inſtead of Halberds, they 
fight with Links and Candlesſticks, 
they burn the Surpleſles of the Prieſts, 
they rent their Ornaments, 1n fine, the 
ſtrongeſt beat down the others; ſome 
loſe there their ſquare Caps, ſome their 
Hats -and of an aQion which ſhould 
be to repleniſh all the aſſiſtants with 
thoughts of death, of eternity, of the 
judgments of God, they make it a 
Buffoonry, a Puppet's fighting, an 
aQion ſo ridiculous that the moſt ſe- 
rious can hardly forbear to burſt 


with' laughing, a jeaſting which ts 


the ſabje&t of I know not how many 


B 3 Satyres 


TO 


Satyres and mock: Poems, fo far that 
they muſt make of cach fide ſome ver- 
bal reports, and obtain from the King 
an expreſs inhibition, to hinder the 
people from making Ballads there- 
upon, and enterludes to, make the 
people laugh at it on the Theaters 
of the King's or the Duke's Play- 
houſes : 

Theſe tragical and ſcandalous con- 
ſequences which are the effets of the 
power of the Pope in the. Roman 
Church fretted me, and went againſt 
my mind, which was the cauſe that I 
reſolved to examine again whether 
that Authority, which is given to the 
Pope, was grounded upon ſome reaſon- 
able principles, and to examine it, if 
it was poſlible, without any prejudice, 
for my own ioftrution,and to eſtabliſh 
ſolidly the graunds of my Religion : 
but God Almighty whoſe judgments 
are impenetrable, permitted that the 
reſolution I took was croſſed again for 
ſome while. The Curates df the Di- 
ocels of Sexs at that time were to meet 
eyery month in the Synod wherein my 
Lord Archbiſhop preſided and there 
give their anſwers and opinions "_ 
| ne 
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the Canonical and Eccleſiaſtical queſti- 
ons, which had been propounded in 
the precedent meeting; many of thoſe 
Gentlemen who thought I had a pecu- 
liar knowledge of the Eccleſiaſtial Hi> 
ſtory and of the Canons of the Church, 
came to me and defired me to explain 
the propoſitions to which they were 
to anſwer in the next Conference, and 
give'them the reſolutions and the 
proofs of them ; and ſo whereas I'gave 
them every month their Conferences 
in writing, that employed me whol- 
ly, and gave me no other leaſure, 
/ bows ſix or ſeven months, but to 
ſtudy hard the Holy Fathers writings, 
the Pope's decretals and the other 
Books of the Canons, which I could 
find -1n the Monaſtery that I lived 
in, | 


3. Circumſtances wherewith T1 began 
to examine the Authority of the 
Roman Church, and what is my 

. deſign in the rehearſal of them. 


A T laſt the divine providence far- 

nilhed me with an opportunity, 
which ſet mein a condition to give oy 
'c ' 


IntroduGion. 
ſelfro the mquiry I intended to'make;; 
I weat with the obedience of our Ge- 
neral to live in a Monaſtery, which is 
called - Font-Evrald, by the River of 
Loire about nine miles from Saumur : 
there I had :the. leaſure to examine 
throughly the queſtion'of the Autho- 
rity of the Rowan Church and of the 
mfallibility of the Pope, which was the 
only principle which kept me in the 
Roman Church; every thing-did con- 
tribute to my-defign : the ſolitude and 
the commodity of a fine and great li- 
brary which I had at hand, gave me all 
the facility that could be, to give my 
ſelf to that: examination, and I was 
no great while before I had acquain- 
tance with one of the moſt learned men 
of that province, whois Mr. Prior Pa- 
vilion, who among the Books he has 


written, made an anſwer to Mr Claude + 


Miniſter of Charantor, concerning the 
matter of the Ewchariſt: Itook an ex- 


tream delight to converſe with him, 


and he took the pains, as to come al- 
moſt every day from about a mile off, 
to the place whereIdwelt, and there 
we paſled all the day long in Confe- 
rences and diſputes upon matters of 
Religion; 
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Part IL. Introdudiov. 
Religion je. was _ all thoſe ad 
vantages,  haviag the. qpavemnieace ito 
leara the. thoughts and, co; weigh the 
reaſons of the learned men both of the 
quick and: the dead, thati{ examined 
that queſjion whereuppn depended my 
Religion and conſequently. my Salvar 


tion, 

It would bea very haxd matter to = 
hearſe here all the queſigns which 1 
thought to haye ſome conneftion-with 
that - Sl I had propaſed. to examine, 
and which I thought, . were either the 
principles or the conſequences thereof, 
and I ſhould be tedious if I ſhould re- 
hearſe here the thoughts of all the Au- 
thorsI read upon that matter, the rea- 
ſonsI examined in their principles and © 
in their ſources, and” rhe” difficulties 
which I unwra pped;in fine,whatI read, 
what I wrote and what thought dur- 
ing the ſpaceof almoſt one year. Since 
I do intend here but to tell the faith- 
fal, the means, which God Almighty 
has-uſed to draw me out of the cap- 
tivity of the Kowar Church, and to 
make me one of his Church, which 
profeſſes to follow the purity of his 
word ; Iwill relate here only the mo- 
tives, 


IntroduSion. Part If. 


tives , Which made at that time a 


mighty impreſſion in my mind, which 


were like Celeſtial influences of grace, 
which ruled my converſion; and my 
deſign in all this diſcourſe is no other 
buc to entice the holy and faithful 
people to praiſe God, and to give 
thanks to his Majeſty for the marvel- 
lous things he works, inlightening 
with his divine lights, thoſe who 
walk in the wandering of the truth, 
and 1n being merciful even to thoſe 
who ſeek after pretences to remain 
in their errors. | | 
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formed , which _ boaſt to .have 


|| was-in the world a true manner of 


 worſhiping God, and I ſuppoſed, 


as a principle not to be conteſted, re- 
ceived of all thoſe to whom God has 
given reaſon, to govern. themſelves; 
that the true manner of worſhipping 
God was that, which had been inſti- 
tuted by Chriſt: but, foraſmuch as 
all the Chriſtian Congregations do 
not agree together, to know which 
of them has the true Faith and the 
true Religion inſtiruted by Chriſt, 
that was the point of my difficul- 
ty. Es 

af that -part of E#rope, wherein I 


' find my ſelf by the chance ofmy birth, 
I ſee two Congeegations, two Chriſti- 


an Churches the Roman and the Re- 
that 


Did underſtand well that there 


CHAPTER I GR. 


T he pretended grounds of the 
' Authority of the Roman 
- Church. 


17 Rome's Preteations. Part Il. 
od x" that true Faith, excluding the other : 
wp Af now how to reſolve: that difference, 

HH and to know which of them has truth 
of it's fide ? | 5 10 
The' Roman Church brags it ſelf to 
be the eldeſt, it reckoneth- a multi» 
tude of people and nations who con- 
form themſelves to it's Communion 3 
and ſhews a long Catalogue of Pope's 

who have been ſettled one aft 
another in the Seat of Rowe: but if 
it be asked, to ſet open to the light 
its Articles of Faith, and to examine, 
whether -or no they be agreeable to 
the word of: God, - to that true Faith 
which has been taught us by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, it cryes out, , frets 
and is diſturb'd, it cannot abide to 
come to that examination, and would. 
*be believed upon its own word. | Qa 
the contrary the Reformed Church 
brags of nothing, ſhe could ſay that it 
is ſhetruly that 1s the eldeſt, fince the 
dodrine ſhe teaches is conformable to 
that which Chriſt himſelf taught us; 
ſhe could ſhew in all ages and in all 
parts of the world, whole nations 
which are conformable to the ſame 
dodrine, which ſhe has Jearne from 
Chriſt; 
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_ JJ Part. 111 Rome's Pretentions. 
Chriſt; ſhe could ſhow long Cata-- 


logies of Biſhops and Patriarchs,, who 
have 'ſucceded- one another- in the 
Chairs, which the Apoſtles themſelves 


haveceſtabliſhed, which-are with her. 


in Communion. and upon -all thoſe 
accounts, ſhe could demand as well as 
the Roman Church to be beheved up- 
of her own word, without coming to. 


the examination ofher dofrine: but, 


foraſmuch as ſhe knows that this man- 
ner of dealing is unjuſt, - and: that-ſhe 
is ſure ſhe 'teaches:nothing but what 
Is agreeable tothe word of God; ſhe 
defires nothing fo: much as torbe exa- 


mined by the rule of the Scripture, and 
gives-leave to all the world, to com- 


pare the: dofrine' ſhe teaches, with 
that which they taught in; the: Pri- 
mitive Church, with that which: the 


Apoſtles, with that which Chriſt him- 


ſelftaught when he was upon the earth. 
' Now which of theſe two Churches 
aQts more ſincerely, and which of them 


have we moſt reaſon to ſuſpe& of er- + 


ror and falſchood ? If ſomebody 


ſhould come to a payment with you, 


and. you could not know ſurely whe- 
ther his mony were good or falſe 


C 3 


.coyn, 


tvs 
= . 
. _ 2 
I: 


on A. 
Chip. l. 


x97 
| FRYLAY: oP + 
| Chap. #1) 
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coyn, +would not yau uſe 'weighes, 
and a touch-ſtone ta examine the mo- 


ny? And-if the wan ſhould be angry. 


and alledge to you, 'that the mony 
which he pays you ſeems very acni- 
ent, that there is in the world a great 


deal more ſuch as that, and that he - 


has received it ſucceflively from his 
great great Grandfather: Would you 
not ſay to him Sir, there is great 
quantity ' of ancierit -mony which 


.. is falſe for all thats if chis mony be 


not good, all the mony in the world, 
which is alike to. it, 1s not good net- 
ther; and if theſe pieces be ftalle,, you, 
may give them your Childten ſacceſ 
fively to the end of 'the world, but 
they would not grow better for all 
that : but-if notwithſtanding the man 


would bebelieyed upon his word, and 


could by ao means abide you ſhould 
bring his many to the trial, woald 


not you take occaſion from thence to - 


think, not without cauſe, that ſach a 
man intended to cheat you 2 
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SECTION LL. - <p+& 


Antiquity, Multitude, axd Succeſſi- - 
on are wot Priviledges of the Roman 
Church, above all other Churches. 


Uch is the manner of dealing in the 
3, Churchof Rowes whichis a great 
argument that the dofrive ſhe teaches 

1 not agreeable to the word of God, 

ſince it cannot abide by any means, 

that it ſhould be examined by that 
rule : ſhe brags, that ſhe has on her 
| fide Antiquity, the greateſt'number, 
and ſucceſſion; and- in repeating often 
thoſe. fine principles which dazle the 
| world, in ſaying them over and over, 
| and boldly, in cauſing them to be 
|| publiſhed every where by, her con- 
| || troverſial and Theological Writers, 
| ſhe bas made the World almoſt be- 
|| lieve, that ſhe is the eldeſt of all the 

, | Chriſtian Churches, and that among . 
all the Chriſtian Congregations , 
there are but few which are not {ub- 

' mitted toe (the Church of Komez 
and in fine that the Pope is the only 
true Succeſſor of St. Peter : thele ans 

wo One, hs 


a the three falſe principles upon which 
—_— the Roman Church - grounds it ſelf, 

but which have no other foundation 
than -the boldneſs wherewith thoſe 
* that Church have uſed to o publiſh 
them. 


Eldeſt of a the Churches. - 


aſtical Authors, Origine, Eu- 
ſebins, Hierome, Ifdore and others, 
that the Apoſtles, after\they had re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, with an order 
togoto publiſh the Golpel i io all the 
world, were ſcattered” abroad'as fo 
many flouds, full of” the Holy Ghoſt; 
to preach the word of God | in all the 
Nations. © 
'St.. Peter preached. in Yale Gala. 


Rome. 
"St. James the ſon of Zebedee , in 
Fudea, and Spain, *. 
St. John, in Judee, and Aſa che Jeſs 
St. Azdrew, '10 Scythia, Enropea, 10 
Epirus, Thracia and Achaia. X 
ts 


ar Rome's Pretentions. Part WH: 


&. 1. The Roman Church # not the 


E learn of the ancient Eccleſi-, 


ta, Cappadecia, Pontus, Bithynia and | 
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Part-II.. Rome's Preteptions. 
; :St. James the brother of our Lord 


in Fern ſlew. - ; Chap. Ts 


St. Philip, 1n Scythia and Phrygia. 

St. Ms. 17 a in the ws and 
Armenia the great. 

- * St. Matthew, in Ethyopia. 

St. Thomas preached to the Parthi- 
ans, Medes, Fey - Brachmans , 
Hyrcanians, BaGrians, and Indi- 
ans. Ja | 
| St. $imon in Meſopotamia, and Per- 
7 | 


3 


St. Judas, in Egypt, and Perſia. 
St. Matthias, in the higher Erhyo- 
i. 

St. Paul and Barnabas in many 
Countries of Exrope and Aſea. 

Now Iwould very fain know upon 
what ground the Church of Aoxe 
would be accounted the eldeſt of all 
thoſe Churches, which have been erect- 
ed by the Apoſtles of Chriſt; if one of 
them have the right to be accounted 
and called the eldeſt of the Siſters, it 
ſeems in all reaſon, that it muſt be the 
Church of Jeruſalem, for it was 1n 
Jeruſalem that Chriſt himſelf preach't 
the greateſt part of his Sermons ; there 
he exerciſed his Offices of Prieſt and 

| Biſhop; 


23 Rome's Pretentions Pare WH © 


ACAD, Biſhop; *twas in that City he was ſa- 
—_— crificed for our fins 5 *twas there the 
Apoſtles firſt declared the word of 
(a) Chap. 24. God, as it is to be ſeen in (4) St. Luke; 
45% it was of that Church St. James was 
% . created the firſt Biſhop in the world; 
it is the Church of Fernſalem which is 
hr Eccle- called by Theodoret, (b) Mother of all 
ag. Churches, Ming dmgor Tor inxauctin, Ofc. 
It is the Church of Jerxſaleze which is 
to be acknowledged as the firſt of al 
Churches, according to the Teſtimony 
of all the Fathers, who were preſent 
at the Council of — greas as 
Baronius himſelf teſtifies in the year 
of our Lord 382. 
If the right of Antiquity is to be gi- 
j yen only to a Church inſtituted by St. 
FEY! Peter, the Church of Antioch in Syria 
| is” is to have in that the priviledge above 
the Church of Rome: foritis the moſt 
| ancient of all the Churches which have 
been ever governed by St. Peter; in 
Antioch St. Peter executed the fundi- 
on of Biſhop, ' even according to Baro- 
- 2ins, ſeven years before he had ever 
| been at Rome; it was in Artioch that 
the faithful were firſt called Chriſti- 
ans, as it 1s reported in the AFs of the 


Apoſtles 3 
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A 5 age is the Church of Au- (Ae 
tioch which is. called by . St. Chryſa- ne ng 
ſthome, the chief: and Capital my ei 
whole world : inincor wet 76 xepancie | 
This 61xupbrus amdoug - | 

In fine, if the Mother is more an- PE 
cient than the Daughter, if the Spring 9 
1s before the Brook, the Greek Church 
Is more ancient than the Roman: the 
Greek Church was ereCtted by St. Parl S 
and S. Andrew,” and it was from that 
Church, as from an holy Spring, the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt. was ſcattered-a- 
is | broad afterward through the  King- 
ir | doms and Nations of the earth; it was 

from the Greek Church the Roman re- 

ji- || ceived the New Teſtament, the Apoſtles 
t. | Creed, that of Nice, and St. Athanaſine ; 
ia | it was of the Greek Church that the 
/e | Roman learnt the very names of Bap- 
{& || :7/-e, of Exchariſt, of Biſhop, of Prieſt, 
ye | of Deacon, ec. So that the Biſhop 
in | of Bitonto (c) acknowledges, in the (1b. de ati 
- | Council of Trent, that the Greek Church © Oy 
g- || is the mother of the Roman, and that "© '* 
er | it is from that, Rowe has received all 
at {| it poſleſies: ee 7gitnr. Grecia mater 
woſtra, cui id totum debet quod habet 


Latina Eccleſia. OO 0s PRA 
; þ D You 


—.- \— A Www @ wo G6 wo rg 


Cha 


| 25 
ALAS 


P. I. 
& a 


Rome's Pretentions. Part Ib, 


You may judge now'upon what are 
grounded thoſe fine Titles of Elder- 
ſhip of the Roman Church, of which 
they make ſo much noiſe and ſo much 


boaſting. 6 


$. 2. That the Multitude i ot of the 
Roman Church's ſide. 


HE vanity the Church of Rowe 

is puffed up withal to have A2wul- 
titxde of its fide, is not better ground- 
ed than the Aztiquity of it. Truly if 
you ſhould' dwell in the middle of 
Paris or of Rome, and Without tak- 
Ing any notice of the things which are 
acted 1n the world, ſhould take the 
word of the Preachers of the Church 
of Rozze, they would make you be- 
lieve, that all the Chiftians in the 
world belong to the Roman Church, 
and that there is but a'very ſmallnum- 
ber of thoſe who will not ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the Pope's juriſdiction. But 
if you will Tift up your eyes and look 
npon that which is done in the world, 


--you ſhall' find that of all the three 


great parts of the world which have 
been known to our Fathers, + 
x AST A 
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ASIA is- all fall of Chrifttans wha 
have received their Faith from the 
very Apoſtles, and who never have re- 
ceived nor.receive yet the domination 
of the Pope: you may find. there the 
Chriſtians of Paleſtive ſubmitted to 
the Patriarch of Jeruſalem; the $y- 
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rians and the Melchites under the Pa- | 


triarch of Artioch; the Armenians 


and Georgians ſubjected to their own 


Patriarchs and Metropolitans, who 
do not acknowledge the dominion of 
the Pope: you may ſee there theWin- 
grelians, the Circaſſians, the Chriſtians 
ofthe lef Aſie ſubmitted to the Pa- 
triarch of Copſtantinoples the Faco- 
hites, the Chriſtians of St. Thomas (uab- 
mitted to their peculiar Patriarchs and 
not to the Pope of Rome. 

If you ſet your eyes on AFRICA, 


and on thoſe in that part of the warld 
who. have received the Goſpel, you. 


may find there the Egyptians and the 
Cophtes to be ſubjected to the Patri- 
arch of Alexandria; the Ethiopians 
or. Abiſſins have their own Patri- 
arch, who doth not acknowledge yet 
unto this day the juriſdiction of Rowe, 


what relation ſoever the Pope's Miſli- - 
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CAL onaries had made'of it. 


Chap. I 


CL YN 


Rome's Pretentions, 
As for that 
Province; whereof the Jeſuites niake 
fo: much "noiſe, which" rhey. call the 
Kingdom” of Congo, -the: Governours 
whereof have ſubmitted to the Popes 
Dominion, it is very eafie to know,that 
It is nothing but a Miſſion of Feſuites 
fuch as thoſe witch they have creed 
in Goa, in Fappar, even'inn Ezgland in 
the very.chief Town of this kingdom, 


to: root therein in ſpight of all the 
Laws of the Kingdom and all Magi- 


ſtracy. 

' In EVROPE;, the Greeks are ſubmit- 
ted to the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
the . Moſcovites' havei'a' Patriarch” at 
Mosrkow, who relies not on the Pope + 
the Chriſtian Proteſtants and Reform- 


_ ed in England, in Danemark, in Swede- 


land, 1n Holland, in Switzerland, in' 
Germany and in Hungaria are ſubject- 


ed to their Biſhops and Metropoli- 


tans, who are not ſubjefted to the 
Pope: and every body knows that in 


Bohemia, in Poland, even in France, 


even in ſome Countrys of Healy all is 
full of Reformed Churches,” which 
do not acknowledge the jurifdiftion 


of the Pope: So that all that great 


huge 
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Part II. Rome's Pretentions. _ ::; 


huge multitude, whereof the Roman CRANE : 
Church boaſts ſo much, is - 8p4in; bg at 
moſt part of Poland, France and Ita- 
ly, ſome Cantons of Switzerland, 
part of the Low-Conntries and of 
Germany : this is that great multitude 
of people: parturiunt montes ec. 
what is that in reſpe&t of the whole 
world? 

And leſt ſome body ſhould think 
that thoſe Churches, which are not 
ſubmitted to the Pope, - be ſome ſmall 
Churches; thoſe who will take the 
pains but to read the Hiſtorians, ſhall 
, find that the only Patriarchat:of Con- = 
t ftantinople has contained Bo Biſhop- a 
5 ricks and 40: Archbiſhopricks, the 
is Church of Aztioch 1150 both Biſhop- ? 
bs ricks and Archbiſhopricks that of © 
n'Þ Jeruſalem more than 763” and that 
t- | there have been only in Africa 420 
i- | both Biſpopricks'and Archbiſbopricks, 

Ee according to Myrew's relation, which (4) Page 94- 
in | have never-followed the belief of the © 

-e, | Roman Church from thence you may 

is | judge of the reſt. | 


| $. 3: Other 


| 29 Rowe's Pretentions. Part II: 

Chap. x. | : 

FW F. 3. Other' Churches, as well as the 
Roman, have their Succeſſion from 
the very Apoſtles. | 


+ $ for the matter of Sxcceſſron, 1f 
A you hearken to thoſe . of the 
Church of Rowe, you would think; 
that only in the Church of Roxze, the 
Biſhops have ſucceeded one another, 
from the beginning of the Chriſten» - 
dom. Thoſe Gentlemen would make 
all the world believe, that the 
Churches, which are not of their 
Communion, have neither Vocation, 
nor Title, nor Ordination.z and conſc- 
| quently, no right in the Eccleſiaſtical 
| FunGions, in the Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, or Preaching the word 
of God. But if you will but open 
youreyes and read Nicephorus, Cedre- 
zus and other Hiſtorians, , you ſhall 
find, 1n the Churches which have-ne- 
ver ſubmitted to the Pope, which have 
ever kept the purity of the word of 
God, ſeveral Catalogues: of Biſhops 
and Patriarchs, who have ſucceeded 
one another, from the Apoſtles time. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Sz ek -; 33 8 Tr =" Wp— ILY 


Ig 


Pare II. Rome's Pretentions. 30 


In Fernſalem, Jeſus Chrift our Lord ANGLE 
the Rs 7 To Gays ow began Chagh Ls 
the funtion of an Everlaſting -Bi- | 

ſhop, which he will continue to ex- vh 
erciſe during all Eternity. St. James ; 
was the firſt Biſhop afterwards, next | 
Simon Cleophas, then Juſizs the Jew, 2) 
ec. and ſo ſucceſſively Biſhop after 
Biſhop, Patriarch after Patriarch, un- 
to Germanixs and Theophanes, who in 
our days have ruled that Church being 
" " the Patriarchs thereof. 
In the Church of Axti9ch, St. Peter 
was the firſt Biſhop, whom ſucceeded 
Evodius, then Ignatins, then Hero, 
then Cor-elins and others ſucceffively, 
who have ſo well conſerved the do- 


4-4 


r 

D 

y 

1 arine of the Primitive Church with 

f | the right ſucceſſion of St. Peter, that 

d || he of thoſe Biſhops who lived abour 

n | the year 1237 agreed together with XY. 

6- | the Patriarch of Conſtantinople to ex- VYWy 

1 | communicate the Pope Gregory the g** 

&- | and pronounce Anathema againſt his 

ve | Errors. 

of | Tn the Church of Alexandria, the 

PS | Patriarch Gelaſiss, who ruled that 

ed | Church in the' year 1636 ſucceeded - 

Cyrilles, Cyrillas ſucceeded Meletins, 
Meletins 


% 


31 
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ſhop of Alexandria. | 

In the Church of Conſtantinople, 
the Apoſtle St. Andrew, who was 
the firſt Biſhop of it, as relates Nzce- 
phorus, had for his ſucceſſor  Stechys, 
Stachys had Oneſimus, Oneſimnus Poly- 
carp, and fo ſucceſſively 177 Biſhops, 
the moſt part great perſonages, and 
learned men, unto Cyrixs and Metho- 
dizs who ruled that Church in. our 
days, and Partherius who rulesitunto 
this very day. It was to one of thoſe 
Patriarchs that the Miniſters, who 
Preached the Goſpel in Germany, ſent 
their Confeſſion of Faith in the year 
1576 for a token of Uniformity of 


Dodrine they had with all the Eaſtern. 


Church. 


Meletins Joachim and ſo from Biſhop | 
to Biſhop, they ſucceeded the Evan- : 
geliſt St. Mark, who was the firſt Bi- * 


| That aciober Antiquity, wor Malti- 


tude, zor Succeſſion are infalible 
marks of the true Church, and con- 
Sequently that one Church may have 
them all, and, with them all, be an 
Heretical Church. 


T is very eafie to know by all chat 
] which I have rehearſed. before. 


| that, if we muſt judge 'of the truth 


and of the right of a Church by its 
Antiquity, or by the Multitude of 
thoſe who profeſs the ſame belief, or 
by the Succeſſion of its Biſhops, it 
will not be in favour. of the Roman 
Church fhutting out all others; ſince 
you may find ſome Churchts more An- 
cient than the Roman Church ; ſome 
Churches more large and-.more nu- 
merous, and whoſe Succeflion is as 
ſure at leaſt, and- without compa- 
rifon a great -deal leſs: interrupted, 
and leſs diſturbed, than. that of the 
Church of Roxee has been, by Schiſmes 


of I know not how many. years, by 


the Herefies of its. Biſhops, and. the 
SN ' Moe | 
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AL? Monſtrous life of a great many 
CAN Popes. | i+2 | 


But for as much as the truth of a Re- 
ligion doth not depend upon a quefti- 
on of Chronology, Geography or Hi- 
ftory, -1-will ſhew that neither the An- 
tiquity .of a Church,:.nor the Multt- 
tude of thoſe who ſtand of its fide; 
nor the Succeſſion of :its Biſhops, . are 
infallible marks, which oblige us 
to believe that ſuch a' Church 1s:the 
true Church of Chriſt; fiace it may 
be very: 'poflible that ſuch a Church 
may have-all thoſe marks, and for all 
that be ah Heretical Church. pe 
4.1. Antiquity & »0t an-infallibleamurk 
. of the #rue Church, 1 i 0 Iiw 


 T is a:rule-receivedby all Lawyers; 

F that things whicli:have been worth 
nothing in-!the. beginning can never 
grow 'better-10 time:-(4): que: ab: 3n- 
$30 non valuerunt,” train'temporis.con- 
waleſcere non poſſunt': ''and Tertulls 
an (b) holds for a principle { that 
- there is no Preſcription:againſt; truth ; 
weritati' nemo preſcribere'poteſt :) Il 


-you be a poflefiorof a houſe, of a held, ra 
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of land, and. you have: enjoyed it: 
peaceably during a hundred: years, 
though you ſhould have loft all. your 
Evidences, or ſuppoſe-you had never 

any, - the preſcription . of a+hundred  * 
years would eſtabliſh you rightful poſ- 
ſeflor of that. field, land':or houſe. 
But -it is not the ſame in regard of 

error and truth 3. if .you | have been 
in an error from the beginning of the 
world, all that. long Preſcription of 
years 'will:: not. give you: .a- right to 
maintain ſuchian error; becanſe error 
cannot be ſtrengthened by: Preſcripti- . 
on, and a-thing which was falſe from 
the: beginning of the. world, can ne- 
ver become ' true by continuance, 
though it ſhould laſt as long as Eterni- 
ty it- ſelf; it would be always new in 
reſpe&-of 'truth:: on the contrary the 
things, which are true, bring always 
with themſelves the character ofa right: 
Antiquity, according to that princi- 
ple of the ſame Tertul/iar; that truth 
is altogether antient and everlaſting ; 
veritas ſempiterna & antiqua xes "wh 
and-is it from that principle that, after 


j he has ſuppoſed, that there are ſeve- 
£| ral things, which ſeem new, which 


E 2 neycre 
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* cludes that it is not ſo much novelty 
as truth that . confutes throughly- all 
Hereſies : Hereſes non tam novitas 

uam weritas revincit. So that fol- 
neſt this principle, to prove, that 
Prayers direFed to Saints, that the 
worſhiping of Images, that the Belief 
of Tranſubſtantiation, are ſamany er- 
rors, 'twill go a great way to ſhew 
their novelty that they be Articles of 
Faith of a New iwpreſſso; but yetitis 
not enough barely that they are new, 
we muſt moreover ſhow that thoſe 
Articles are contrary to Truth; that 
is to ſay, the word of God: let a 


matter of Belief ſeem to you, as much 


new as can be ; if the Articles it con- 
- tains be true, if they be agreeable 


to the word of Gad, to that Do@rine- | 


which we have received from the ve- 
ry Apoſtles, it is an Ancient belief: 


| therefore donotſay, that thedodrine | 


they teach in the reformed Churches,is 


anew doCtrine, you argto examine firſt, | 
if it be true, if it þe agreeable to. the | 


word of God: and if yoyad it ſuch, 
you'are to fay, that it ifWn Ancient. 
dodrine : but if fo be that, in one of 


v 
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| - 47% nevertheleſs are very Ancient, he con- 
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| thoſe 
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Original Fomehe Apoſtesthey ſhould CIrP> 2+, | 
Original from the A es,they ſhou a 
teach a doQrine, which isnotconform- GE" 
able to the Goſpel, the priviledge of an- 
tiquity-will not excuſe them from er- 
ror, they would be ancient inveterate 
diſeaſes, whom the priviledge of being 
old would not be able to heal. 

Is there in all the world a Religion 
more ancient than that of the Idola- 
ters? yet dare any ſay that the privi- 
ledge it hath of being old gives it that 
of being true and Iafallible? and do 
you think that the ancient Fathers of 
the Church, who diſputed againſt the 
Heathens, would have urged againſt 
them, that among all Religions and 
Churches, that is always the moſt 
true which is the moſt Ancient? it 

was on the contrary what the Hea- 
thens objected to them againſt the "4 
Goſpel, as (a) Clemens Alexandri- (1) lib. 4 tt | 
2&4 relates; What then? ſaid thoſe 022% | 
blind men, ſha/ we forſake our 1dols, 
the Religion which beth been given ws 
j| from hand to hand by our great great 
Grandfathers ? And it was to that ar- 
gument of antiquity the Fathers uſed 
to anſwer ; that antiquity ſignifies no; 
: thing 
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(c) Jerem. 22. 
21s 


(4) 32. 30, 


31, 32» 


cuſtome' of worſhiping "Idols being 
an error, the antiquity'they boaſted 


| of, was an Antiquity: of error, 'ac- 


(b) Epiſt. 74. 
| ad Pomp. 


cording to that of*(b) St. Cyprian: 
conſuetudo ſine veritate vetuſtas exvo- 
ris eſt. - In fine, ſaid St. Clemens, if your 
Father has been a Thief, 'a- deboſhed 
and a difſolute, ſhall you be obligedta 
be a Thief, a deboſhed and a diſlolute; 


becauſe your Father was ſo? is there 


any crime in the world which would 
not becommitted without puniſhment, 
if Antiquity could priviledge wicked- 
neſs and free it from puniſhment ? 

? The Prophets knew not this fine do- 


&rine whereupon the Popes pretend to , 


groundtheir Religion; for, when they 
would have excited the Fews to forſake 
their errors and to give over their fins, 
they ſaid to them, that a great while 


ago, they had entertained the word of |. 
God contumeliouſly : 7ſþpake unto thee ||. 


in thy proſperity (c) ſaith the Lord, 
but thou yy I will not hear : this 
has been thy manner from thy youth, 
that thou obeyedſt not my voice, *(d) 
The Children of Iſrael and the Childrem 
of Fudali have only done evil befove 

| me 


þ 


| Part IH. Rome's Preteitions. 
me from their youth--- for this City hath 
been to me as a provocation of mine 


day that I ſhould remove it-from bef 
my face * becanſe of all the evil of the 
Cbildren of Iſrael and of the Children 
of. Judah which they have:dome to pro- 


| | coke me to anger; they," their 'Kings, 
|| their Princes, their Priefls and their 
> | Prophets, and the men of Judah and 
*. | the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ec. 

I | .; Whereby it is very . eafie to ſee 
» | that the Prophet beheved not that 
- | the people of 7ſ#-ael had any right to 
_ | deal wrongfully with the word of 
- | God, becauſethey had done ſoduring 
d | Ido not know-how many ages; neither 
y | that the Xivge; the Prixces, the Prieſts, 
e || the Prophetrand the. People could pre- 
, | tend td ſtay ill in-their blindneſs, be- 
e | cauſe in+all: ages: before there had 
ff | -been found many of the\Ki4ys; of the 
ee | "Prieſts, the: Prophets and tlie People, 
d, | who had goneratiray: fromthe Law of 
* | Godtoproftitutte themſelves to errors. 

þ, | : In fine, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf knew 
9) | not that fine:tnaxime of Roxee,) that an- 
7 


tiquity is a true mark' of 'Infallibility, 
for when the 'Scribes and TI 
ao £C9 
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anger and of my fury, even' unto this 
before 
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Chap. 1. 
(+) Joh. 8. 


ſees ſaid (e) that they were Children 
of Abraham, he anſwered them that 

eir Genealogie was a great deal 
more Ancient, fingys they were 


Children of the Devil himſelf; but he 


thought not all that fair - Antiquity 
could render them Infallible, could 
give them right to reject his = 


word, and thetruths he came topreach 


to them. 


h. 2. Multitude is not ## infalible 
mark of the true Church. 


F the AMultitude be a mark of the 
true Church, we muſt need ſay that 


there was no true Church-in the tine 


of Enoch, 1a the time of Noah, in the 


time of Abraham; that there was no 
true Church, neither whilſt Chriſt Fe- 


ſus lived upon the earth, nor in the 
time of the Apoſtles; nor in the time 
of the Ariars, if the accounts we have 
received of their numbers be true. 
When the Antichrift ſhall appear in the 
world, the Church and the true wor- 


ſhipping of God ſhall be almoſt de- ſha 


horrible to imagine, we m 
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ſtroyed : or what would w_ more 


in | 


abl 


ſay that|P<c 
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the Church of Antichriſt, ſhall be PR SNL 
the true Church; that, in the time w— nth; 
of the Arians, thofe who denied 3 
Chriſt our > Divinity, were the =» 
true Churchz:that in the time of the 
Apoſtles and. hor Martyrs,the Heathens 
had the true manner of worſhipping 
God; that Chriſt and 'his Apoſtles 
were not the true Church, but that 
it was thoſe who Crucified him who 
had reaſon on their fide z- and who 
ſe | doth not ſee that all theſe propoſiti- 
ons'are ſo many Blaſphemies, which 
yet are good .conſequences from this 
e | principle urged by the Romaniſts?. 
at | but are horrible impieties and falſe- 
hoods: | ; 
How far be theſe propoſitions 
from the- thoughts of: the Fathers E- 
and. from truth! St. Auguſtin (a) (4) n Pak 
ſaith, that the true Church was for 128.  ':, |} 
a while incloſed..in the (ingle*perſon Sf l 


tp. an. Eo Er Foot; » 


of Abel, a while in the fiogle per- 
ſon of Ercch, a while it did confiſt 
all in the family of Noah, and ſince 
in that of Abraham. I ſhould be a+ 
e-{ ſhamed to prove. here among reaſon- 
ref able people, that it was among the 
ti people of God m_ Chriſt his com- 


hel ing, 


AK ACARAKEALL 
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RAS 
_ Primitive Church that the true Reli- 


(b) Lib.2. Bit 
Eccleſraſt, 


ap. 16, 


ing, and among the faithful in the 


gion was to be ſought after, not a- 
mong the 7dolaters and the Heathens 


and you would look upon me as a 
man who thinks all the Chriſtians ve-_ 


ry little zealous for the love of Chriſt, 
if ſpeaking to thoſe who profeſs to 
follow him, I would engage my ſelf 
to prove what all the world ought to 
ſuppoſe as a principle not to be con- 
teſted, that whileſt Chriſt lived upon 
the Earth with his Apoſtles, it was 


in that holy Colledge of Chriſt the- 


true Church was to be found, not in 
the Synagogue of the Fews, which was 
all compacted of men, who gaſped 
but for the blood of the righteous, 
who ſought but to oppreſs the truth. 
As for the time of the Arians it 1s 
true, as Theodoret witneſles, that the 
Emperour Conſtartizs ſpake of Athe- 
aſus as of a naughty fellow whom 
all the world looked upon with de- 
teſtation, becauſe he ' held Chriſt's 
Divinity: Who art thou? ſaid that 
Emperour to Liberixs, what part of 
the world art thou? to come all a» 
lone to trouble the quiet of all the 


Earth ? 
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Earth? It is true, as Hilary (c) wit- mma Ty 

nefſes, that in all the ten Provinces of —— 

Aſea, there was but the Biſhop Elenſeas (1) tn 1ib. de 

> | and a very ſmall number of people with 99 

| him who perſiſted in the true know- 

* | ledge of God: it is true, as St. Hie- 

» | rome (4d) witneſſes, that in all the (4) contrs 

» | Eaſt, there was but Athanaſixs and a 

f | Panlinas who followed not the er- 

d | rours of Arixs: nevertheleſs the true 

- | Church was not deſtroyedy it was 

n | not in the Communion of the Arias 

Ss | though they were the AMmltitnde: it 

ef was 1n the fiogle Biſhop Eleuſrns, it 

nj was in Atharaſins, it was in Paulinus, 

s | becauſe as Liberizs anſwered to the 

d | Emperour ——_ the word of 

s, | Faith is not leflened by the fmall num- S 

h. j ber of thoſe who profeſs that Holy 

1s |. word, neither by their lonelineſs: 07 

el diminnitar ſolitudine mea verbum fi- 

ej dei; and according to the witneſs of 

mj Tertuliarn, (e) it is not the great num- (t) De prdici- 2 

e-f berof Biſhops that makes the Church ; ** 

t's| the Church may conſiſt in one or 

ath two, ſaith;(f) the ſame; and Grego- //) pe perve. 

off ry of Nazianze; where are thoſe, ©4109 _ 2 

ſaith he, (2) whodeſcribe the Church (z) orat. cont. 

by the Multitnude, they have the People 419% 7 
I E 2 for I 
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(a) Luke 18.28. 


{b) 1n Sophron. 
2. 


(c) In Mathe- 
um homil. 49. 


Silver, but we have the true docrine 
of Faith : whereby you may ſee that 


in that time the true Church did not 


conſiſt in the Multitude. 

Neither ſhall it be in the” Multi- 
tude that the true Church ſhall be 
found in the time of Arztichriſt; the 
Church ſhall be reduced to a very 
little number, according to the teſti- 
mony of Chriſt: (a) when the Son-of 
man cometh, ſhall he find Faith on the 
Earth ! St. Hierome (b) ſaith, that in 
thattime theChurch ſhall be reducedto 
a Wilderneſs; ſhall be delivered to the 
wild Beaſts, and ſhall ſuffer all the evils 
whereof the Prophet gives a deſcrip- 
tion; and St.' Chryſoſtome (c) ſaith, 


that when the ungodly Herefie, which 
3s the Army of the Antichriſt, will 


come to lay hands on all the Churches, 
there will be no other proof of Chri- 
ſtianity, no other ſhelter for the Chri- 


 ſtians, who ſhall defire to know the 


truth, than the Holy Scriptures, than 
the word of God;, and truly 1n that 
time, as well asin all thoſe which I have 
marked heretofore ,” the Matos 
WI! 


Rome's Pretentions. PareI&Y 
for them, and we have the Faith; : 
they have abundance of Gold and. 
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will follow the. part of error, and the w/e - 


true Church ſhall be reduced to a 
little flock, which ſhall be, ſtrength- 
ened only with the word of God a- 
gainſt all the Stratagems and the per- 
ſecutions of Antichriſt. | 

To make an end of that proof, I 
will rehearſe what happened in the 
Council of Nice, according to that 


which Sophrozius (d)) relates: all the (2)/%-1.cap-8: . 


Biſhops thought to iatroduce into the 
Church a new Law, which was, that 
thoſe who would be in the Sacred 


| Orders ſhould lead a ſrrgle life; the 


good Prieſt Paphnutins a venera- 
ble old man, of a holineſs and purity 
free from all (landers, roſe. inthe 
middle of that multitude of Biſhops: 
You mult not, ſaith he to them, lay 


ſo heavy a burthen upon the ſhoulders 


of thoſe who are in the Sacred Or- 
dersz you are to confider what St. 


Paul (Ce) faith, that Marriage is  ho- (2) ad Bur: 3%. 


nourable in all and the bed undefiled : 5: 
to that voice a numerous multitude of 
Biſhops,  Prieſts.and Deacons, who 


were preſent there 'vouchſafing their 
attention, conſidered that Holy old 


man as an Apoſtle, who came to de- 
clare 


45 


(f) 2 Chron. 
33 4» 7» 


(2) 2 Chron. 
: To I6, 


ing by the Doctrine of St. Pax!, that 
Marriage is honourable in all, they 
left all the Church-men free to live 
in the ſtate of Marriage as. they had 
us'd to do before. Do but judge now 
if in that time the 24ultitade got the 
advantage over truth; and if the Fa- 
thers of that Council were of the opi- 


nion of the Roman Church, that the - 


Aultitude of thoſe who hold one and 
the ſame Doctrine is a mark of the 
truth of that belief. 


F. 3. Succeſſion 3s mot an Infallible 
mark of the true Church. 


$ 


F Succeſſion could give the right of 

being 1»fall;ble, there is no Church 
in the world which had more right to 
be eſteemed ſuch, than the Church of 
Fernſalem;, it is of Jernſalem that it 
is ſaid (f) in Feruſalem ſhall my name 
be for ever. In this houſe and in Fe- 
ruſalem which I have choſen before all 


the Tribes of Iſrael, will T put my name. 
for ever. (g)T have choſen and ſan@i- 


fied 


Rome's Pretentions. Part II. 
clare to them the word of God, and 
, changed their refolution; fo know- 


— I 


JF Parc II. 
fied this houſe that my name may be 
-| there for ever, .and mine eyes and mine 
heart ſhall be there perpetually. (b) (3) pal. 132. 
The Lord hath choſen Zion, he hath 13,14 


E Q p! 
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deſired it for bis habitation, this is 
my reſt for ever, here will I dwel, 
for IT bave defired it, &c. and I wil 


alſo clothe ber Prieſts with Salvati- 


05 it was upon all thoſe fair promiſes 
the Prieſts proceeded in withſtand- 
ing the truth which was preached to 
them by the Prophets; it was for that 
reaſon they exclaimed ſo often upon 


all occaſions: (z) The Temple of the (;) 


Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the 


Temple of the Lord are theſe. But 


hear what the Lord anſwers : (4) Be- (v-8,1112, 
hold ye truſt ' in lying words that *© 


cannot profit---» Is this houſe which is 


called by my name, become a Den of \ 


Robbers in your eyes f behold even I 
have ſeen it, faith the Lord; but go 
ye now unto my place which was in 
Shiloh. where I ſet my name at the 
firſt, and ſee what T did to it for the 
wickedneſs of my people Iſrael. And 


now becauſe you have done all theſe 


works, ſaith the Lord---» Therefore 
will T1 do unto this houſe, which is 
| | called 


at 
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Feruſalem after it had been eſtabliſhed 
by the Lord as a Tabernacle which 


.. ſhould never be removed, it is ſaid 


afterwards that for its abominations it 
is tranſported into Babylon. If Shiloh 


hath ceaſed to be the houſe of God, ' 
if Ferzſalem: be reduced jnto a Wil- 


derneſs, where nothing grows but 
Briers and Thorns, where (a) God 


will command the Clouds that they rain 


20 rain upon it: hath the Church of 


Rome any reaſon to. brag ſo much 


becauſe it hath been in times paſt the 
Nurſe of Martyrs, the Seed-plot. of 


Saints? doth it follow from thence ' 


that it is ſtill at this time in the ſame 
condition it was in the firſt Ages of 
the Church 2 Hath not the preſent 


Church of Rozze a great deal of rea-. 
ſon to fear, that after-all the abomi-- 
nations it hath been filled withal, -by. 


thoſe who have had the government 
thereof, it may be dealt with like Fes 


Rome's Pretentions. Part I: 7 
called by my name, wherein ye truſt, 
and unto the place which I gave to ' 
you and to your Fathers, as I have _ 
| done to Shiloh, and T will caſt you © 
out of my (ſjeht, ec. . The ſame is to - 
be ſeen .1n..the other Prophets, where © 


ruſalem ? 


| 
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ruſalem? thatit may bemade 2 Dex 
of Robbers, an horrible © Babylon, a 
readful Wilderneg where grows no- 
thing > but-Briers and: Thorns, and 
where God:hath permitted that the 
Heaven of the Holy Scripture ſhould. 
be ſhut: up, and that there ſhould not 
fall a drop of his. word upon thoſe 
who: ſtubbornly. perfift in-1ts abomi- 
nations ? In fine, could the Church of 
Rome be in hope of having more pri-: 
viledges, than many other Churches, 
which have been built by the Apoſtles 
in the Eaftern-part, which have con- 
ſerved, ; during long ſpace of years, 
their right ſacceſſion preſerved” from 
Biſhop to Biſhop, from Paſtor to Pa- 
ftor,, and which; notwithſtanding all 
that, have been ſince by the Turks turn- 
ed into feveral Moſquees, where thoſe 
Infidels have''the exerciſe of their 
Religion? - © > oT 
If the Churctvof Rowe would fay, 
that the DoQrine it teaches is to be 
followed, becauſe the Popes who do 
govern at this time have ſucceeded one 
another, from Biſhop to Biſhop, in Se. 
Peter's Chair: /I anſwer, rhat for the 
ſame reaſon in the time of Pax! Samos» 
G fatenws, 
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body to be. an Heretic 


triarch of Avtioch, that:he had- ſiic- 
ceeded lawfully Demetrias, Demetriune 


Fabims,Fabizs Babilas,whoſucceeded- 


Zebinus, he Philetws, he Aſclepiader, he 
Serapion,he Maximinws, he Theophilus, 
he. Cornelize, he Hero, he Tgnatins; 
he Evodius, who ſucceeded lawfully 
St. Peter. I anſwer, that in the Age 
wherein lived. —_— every body 
was engaged" to. be'a Neftorian, be- 
cauſe Neſtorius was rightful-Biſhop and 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople, right ſuc? 
cellar to Sifinins, to Atticus, tO id 
ſatins , to - John Chryſoſtomns , ' t6 
Ne&arins, to Gregory .of Naziante; 
and ſo from Biſhop to Biſhop the 36" 
according to the Chronicles of Nze» 
phorus who had lawfully:ſucceeded; in 
that Chair the Apoſtle St. A#drew. It 
fine, to follow without. partiality that 
principle of Rowe, and to give it the 
extent ſach a propoſition ought to 
have, which is always. falſe, +f- it. is 
not univerſal and capable to be-the 
firſt propofition of aiSylogiſm ;'han- 
fwer, the Popes are to- revoke the 


Y%. 
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FAALY ſatenus , it was \neceſiary. for every. 
Chap. x... hbecutfe Pant. 
"of Samoſate was right Biſhop and Pe- 
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Thunderbolts they have thrown a- ft nl wr 


gainſt the Church of Frgland, : 
muſt confeſs that they did wrong when 
they excommunicated it, and that 
the Church of Ergland is infallible; 
and has the true Faith, ſince in it 
they do conſerve from Biſhop to Bi- 
ſhop from the times of the Apoſtles 
a right Succeſſion in all the Eccleſi- 
aſtical powers, But it is not upon 
Succeſſion only, that Churches are 
to ground the Dodrines they profeſs ; 
the Reformed Churches are very wil- 
ling to be examined after the very 
rule of the Goſpel, and do not de- 
fend a falſe principle by rams. mg 
as thoſe of the Roman Church do. 


nd _ | 
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CONCLUSION. 


That it i the Succeſſion of the true 

 Dottrine from the Apoſtles, which 
is an Infallible mark of the true 
Church: and that the Church of 

_ Rome which hath the Succeſſron of 

- Do@Grine, hath no reaſon to boaſt 

. neither of its Antiquity, wor of its 
Multitude zor Succeſſion. 


YAY 
Chap., I L) þ 


T is true that the Fathers uſed the 

|| Argument of the Sncceſſror  a- 

gain} the Hereticks:; Tertulian 

(a)De preſcrip. (a) urged it againſt thoſe of his time: 
{) 3.26 3. Optatus (b) againſt the Donatiſts : 
6 Auguſtin againſt the Aanichees, rhe 
rians, and the Pelagians: bur leſt 

wi ſhould be miſtaken, do but 

read exatly thoſe Fathers, and you 

ſhall fiad that with the Succeſſzon of 

Churches and Biſhops they required 

a Succeſſor of Do@rine, which Ter- 

tulian calls a Conſanguinity and an 

affinity of DoGrine, to prove they 

were the true Church, which St. A#- 

gxſtin (aid it was impoſiible to prove 

Pf rho through: 
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' not have got very much by that, for 


_ teach, which is the ſame with that 


$2 23 
throughly, but by the Scripture. Let AG? 
them pa to » faid 7; wrinbies (#8) = ee | 
the eng of their Churches z let 7) ppc. - 
them ſhew us the order and the ſucs- cap. 32. 
ceſſioa of their Bifhops from: the be- 

ginning, and at laſt brizg forth ſome 

of the Apoſtles or ſome inſtructed by 

the Apoſtles, who were Authors of 

their Churches, ec. But though they 

{ſhould have diſpatched that ſtep, 

though they ſhould have deviſed ſome 

Catalogue of Succeſſion, yet they ſhould 


their DoCftrines compared with that of 
the Apoſtles will make it appear, by 
the diverſity and the contrariety there 
is betwixt them, that neither the A- 
poſtles nor thoſe who have been in- 
ſtructed by them, werethe Authors of 
their Churches z even, ſaith he, they 
ſhall be condemned by thoſe Churches, 
which though they have not for their 
Author, neither one of the Apoſtles, 
nor one inſtructed by them immediate- 
ly, as beingereQted after the time ofthe 
Apoſtles, begun in our days, are ne- | 
yertheleſs Apoſtolical becaufe of the 2 
Conſanguinity of the Dofrine- they 


- Which 
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rg which was taught by the Apoſtles. And 
ge) Hf St. Gregory of Nazianze (d)ſhews that 
(d) i laud the ſucceffion is to be eſteemed by Pje- 
pn ty ſooner than by Seat: Tis ivorfrins 

Hiho,&+ 3nbdezr&, that he who profeſles 
the true faith, is partaker of the ſame 
Seat; he who doth the contrary, 
though he ſit in the ſame ſeat, is an 
enemy direQly oppoſed to that Chair, 
which he fits on, drriSoZ@- 2 drribegr©@' 
that the Succeſſion of the Faith, i J1a- 
$033 Tis wis«ws, ought to be eſteemed 
the true Succeſſion ; for it hath the 
truth of it, whereas the other hath 
but the appearance thereof. 

Thus you ſee that even by the teſti- 
monies of the Fathers, To be a true 
Church, it is not enough to have the 
Succeſſion of the ſame Chair, and 
the Succeſſion of the Biſhops, which 

-the Roman Church boaſt of upon 
all occaſions; ſince one may ſhew a 
long Catalogue of Succefſton, and be_ 
an Heretick for all that, as you fee 
by Tertulian his Teſtimony ; ſince 
one may fit upon the ſame Chair, _ 
which was Catholick heretofore, and 
for all that be the ſworn enemy 'of 
that Chair, as it is manifeſtby the tefti- 
mony : 


[ 
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mony of St. Gregory of Nazidnze : but 
a Church ought to. have the: Succeſf;- 
on of the Faith,- the Succeſſion of the 
Piety, and ſhew, as Tertylian ſpeaks, 
a Conſanguinity of Dedrine; Cor- 
ſanguinitatem DoGring ; and this the 
Church of. Kowe doth not: boaſt of 
at all, ſince it cannot- abide, 'that we 
ſhould ſpeak of examiningits dodrine 
by the.word of God, and of compar- 
ing it with the Faith of the Primitive 
Church, with the beliefof the Apoſtles. 

;Let :not.- therefore the: Church of 
Rome boaſt, that-it hath poſlefled al- 
maſt all the-fineſt Churches in the 
world 3 the. 4rians have. poflefied 
thew, as- well-as they; and-St. Hie- 
ro0we for all thar:calls them Hereticks: 


The 'Church, ' ſaith that Father, (a) (z)» ra, 
confiſteth not-in'walls and: buildings, 133- 


but in the trath:of rhe Dodrine ; the 
Church is where:the true” Faith is ; 
'tis not above 15 ar 20 years paſt fince 
the Hereticks-poileſTed all theſe build- 
ings, evenal} theſeglortous Churches, 
but'in that time:the Church was there, 
where the--true Faith was: 'Eccleſa 
altem ibi vera erat,” nbi fitles erat. 
Could not. we have ſaid-the _—_—_— 

; this 
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this Kingdom? *Tis not above 120 or 
160 years paſt, before the time of Herry 
the 8*) and Queen Elizabeth, when the 
Papiſts poſſeſſed all theſe buildings; 
even all theſe Churches : but in that 
time the true Church was there, where 
the true faith was: Eccleſia autem 5b? 
vera erat, ubi fides erat. | 
Do not let them ſay that the Pope 
hath ſacceeded St. Peter, for we will 
anſwer, that Nero was Succeſſor of A#- 
guſts, and notwithſtanding Nero 
'wasa Tyrant, Auguſtus. was a good 
Princez we will anſwer,' that the-Kin 
Manaſſes ſucceeded Egzechias, an 
yet for all that Marafſes was a wick- 
ed King, Ezechias was a Saints In 
fine, we will ſay that the Aria -Bi- 


- - ſhops had ſucceeded the Catholicks, 


that the impious Neſtori#s was the 
right Succeſſor of St. Avdrew in the 
Chair of Conrflartinople; that the fa: . 
mous Heretick Paul of Samoſate was 
the right Succeſſor of St. Peter in the. 
Church of A=tzoch; and that all thoſe, - 
as well as the Popes, have ſucceeded o- 
thers, who had ruled before them, but 
as the night ſuccedes the day, fick- 
neſs good health, death life. | 
CHAP-. 


-© 5 EE % 3} _- I on RO TEES 


Part I. ' Rome's true. Grounds." £6 
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CHAPTER IL ©. 


The true Grounds of the now Ro- 
. man Church. | 


' 


\ '$ ſoon. as. T had,.overthrown 
thoſe three falſe imaginations 
of Antiquity, Multitude and 
Sxcceſſuon , -wherewith they. uſed to 
cloak the Errors of the Church -of 
Rome 3 it was very eafie to .-know the 
true -grounds and foundations where» 
upon it is builtz and thoſe: grounds 
being neither the Authority of the -- : 
Scripture, nor the DoFrine of the Pri- © 
mitive Church, nor Antiquity, nor 
the Concurrence of the Multitude, nor 
the Succeſſion of Churches or Biſhops: I 
knew after a diligent examination that 
they could not be other than the Am- 
bition and Covetonſneſs of thole who 
govern its and it'is'from thence that 
all the corruptions and all the errors 
of that Church have proceeded, 
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The Ambition of the Popes.. - 
$. 1. The Pope exalts Bimel k above all 


Kings, whereas by _—_ e ought to 
- be Jbnnvred fo them. # 


Por: Greyory. the. 9% in a | Syack 
held” at ' Roxee In the year 076. 
eſtabliſhed -27 Propoſitions , upon 
which is grounded all} the greatneſs 
of Rome; which-are called the DiF# 
#orſhip of the Pope, and which; are to 
() 41. 1076. be ſeen iti Baronizs (4)." Among theth 
i. 33% the following: propolitions are to be 
: found:* Princes are'to 'kifs the Popes 
feet :-Te- is:Jawfut for the Pope to de- 
pofe -'Emperours, abd to: abfolve 
their ſubjects from their fidelity; and 
the obedience, which they owe on 

natural 'Lbrds and Superiours. ? 
'Tis to eſtabliſh theſe fine Propoſiti 
ons that Pope Innocent the 34, witnefs 
(a) Lib.1. Durando## (a), compareth the Pope 
mer. ah 5- with the Arke of the Covenant, and 
. ſaith, that the Cardinal Deacons have 
the care of carrying the Pope _ 

[ 
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Part IT. Rome's true Grounds. 
their ſhoulders, | becauſe;-in. the 0/4 
Teftament it 'was the duty of the Le- 
vite; tocarry the:Ark of the Lord, , . © 
'Tis for this-regſan that jn the pub- . 
lick . Proceflions. which -.are made at 
Rome, they. carry the-Pope'and the 
Sacrament, yet with fuch. dificrence, 
that the Sacrament, whick im. che opi- 
nion of ARowe'ts.tranſubſtantiated/ into 
the body of. Chriſt, is tyed; ypon the. 
back of a Mule, . whileſt:the :Pope is 
carried with Magnificence by the Prin- 
ces or the Kings whoare preſent-there, 
or elſe by their Ambaſladars,. if the 


Kings be'not preſent, according as it ,,, _. 
o = - . : F A bh Lb. [1 
it written inthe (b) Book of their Ce- [:4. 2, = 2. 


remwonies. : : :5[20Dd «I 

It was to put! in praftice_the. Ma- 
ximes of depofiog . Kings: and ab- 
ſolving their ſubje&ts fromthe obedi- 
ence they owe them, that Pope Gre- 
gory the 7*> depoſed Heaxry the 4 Em- 


perour, -and Boleſlans the 24 King 'of . 


Poland; that Pope Zacharias depoſed - 
Chilperick King of Fraxce,' abſolved 
the French fromthe fidelicy they owed 
their natural King, and put PRepive in- 
to his place; that Borifece:the 8 de- 
poſed Philip le Bel King 'of Fravxce, 

H 2 and 
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(c ) Extravd- 
gant. de mayjo- 
rite & obedi. 


(d) Mat. Par, 


cretal which begins (c) Unam ſanFam 
Eccleſiam : Ta which the Pope him- 
ſelf declares, That it is of neceſſity to 
Salvation for every humane creature 
to be ſubjeFed to the Pape of Rome 3 
that Ze=ocert [IT. depoſed the Empe- 
rour Otho IV. Innocent IV. depoſed 
the Emperour Frederick II. Julie Il. 
took away the Kingdom of Navarre 
from its natural King, to give it 
to the King of Spain: In fine, it was 
to maintain all theſe ambitious Ma- 
ximes that about the year 1200 Pope 
Innocent IT. who depoſed the Empe- 
rour Oths, depoſed alſoKing John of 


Ergland, declared him to have loſt 


the right to his Kingdom, abſolved his 
ſubje&s from the Oath of Allegiance, 
cauſedDivineService to ceaſethrough- 
out all the Kingdom, and Churches 
and Church-yards to be ſhut up, 


which continued” by the ſpace (4d) of 
' fix years and a half, excommunica- 


ted the King and gave the Kingdom 
of England to Philip' Auguſizs King 
of France, upon condition to conquer 
it at his own peril and fortune; in 


ſhort, it was to maintain thoſe prin; 


cipley 
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and excommunicated him in that de-' 
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ciples that Paul IT. excommunicated 


Henry VII. King of England ; and "=P 2*- 


Pizs V. Dueen Elizabeth of bleſſed 
memory, | 


Whereas by right (e Chriſtian \King Tan 
Emperours are the SLA and the Ds cnn 


Superiours of the .Popes, even the 
Popes have acknowledged themſelves 
their ſubjets and vaſſals, and that 
they were to honour and obey the 
Emperours as their Lords and their 
Maſters: as it is to be ſeen by the 
Letters of Gregory the great and other 
Biſhops of Rowe to the Emperours, in 
whole time they lived? 

The Roman Emperours uſed to E- 
let the Popes, and make Laws which 
were to be obſerved by the Roman 
Seat; it was from the Emperours all 
the Biſhops and Archbiſhops of Rowe 
were to receive their Inveſtiture, 
and it was tothe Emperours the Popes 
themſelves were forced to pay a cer- 
tain ſum of mony to be confirmed in 
the Papacy, witneſs Jgebert and Luit- 

rand with other Popiſh Hiſtorians. 
he Emperors depoſed the Popes, as 
relateth King James; the Emperor 
Otho depoſed Pope Fohn XII. for di- 
| ; yerſe 
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crimes and vices, eſpecially: of 
Lechery : the 'Emperour Herry IE. in 
a very ſhort time depoſed three Popes, - 
to wit Beredi@ IX. -Silveſter IIT. and 
Gregory VI. both becauſe of their Co- 
vetouſneſs, and becauſe: they abuſed 
their Authority againſt Kings. and 
Princes. In fine, all the Church». 
men and the Pope himſelf with them; 
is ſubje& to Kings, who are immedi- 
ately under God Supreme Governours 
of the Church: ſince the Apoltle (f) 
aith, Let every ſoul be 'ſubje# to the 
higher Powers, ec. Do but read the 
Comments of the Fathers upon that 
verſe, and they will teach you that 
Miniſters, Biſhops and High-prieſts are 
not excuſed from that upon any terms. 
St. Chryſoſtome (a) maintains that the 
reateſt Biſhops are not exempted 
Gow the juriſdiction of Kings. wc: 7e5* 
Te Metatherer x, ior, ec: And after» 
wards, Should -you be an Apoſtle, 
faith he, ſhould you be an Evangeliſt, 
or a Propher, no body is exempted 
from the Kings Jurifdiction : Theo» 
doret, St. Bernard and the others hold 
the ſame. | ; 
Is the Pope more than a Prophet, 
I$ 


—__ —— da aud —_—_ dd 


i= wn 4 fd wb & - 


dd we iD 


ol 


| is'he more than an Evangeliſt > is 


, « 
* F 7 


= 9 Oo nf 0 oTwwWw Foe 


62 
Chips... 


Part II. Rome's true Grounds. 


he "more than att Apoſtle, to' rife a- 
bove all-the\Kings of the earth, and 
not only deny to them his obedience, 
but furthermore to take npon him 
to rule, and'difpoſe of their Eſtates, 
to depoſe -a6d excomniuiticate the 
Kings themſelves, and to Commiſſion 
the' ſubjes'to rebel iT” their na- 
tural Princes > 


$5424: The Pope exalts hb wſch above al 
Eburches, taking anjnuſily to bine> 


| Lf the title of Univerſal 'Biſhopz 
4 


t it #4 Bla and an A fo 
aſte in Chri endome to take _ 
4s fb ent 


-Nother Proſe 2+ Propifitions 
which: dV' compoſe the  Di@s- 
hip of Jhe Pope, is #his; that the 
Biſhop of- Kome'is to be cafled Uni- 
verfal Biſhop 5 where you 'rhay ſee the 
mowftrous ambition of that man, who 
i called the Pope, who'after he hath 
elevated his: power abvye the Ma- 
jeſty of all Kings, would tife above 
all hisfrllows, and above alChurches. 


"Twas 
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xime, that in the 4** Council of Car- 
thage, three Biſhops of Rome one af- 
ter another, after having falſified the 
decree of the firſt Council of Nice,pro- 
duced the Articles of the Council of 
Sardis, pretending thatone might ap- 
peal from other Biſhops to the Biſhop 
of Rome; but the Fathers of that 
Council, having had recourſe unto 
the originals and known by that means 


the foul-play of the Biſhops of Rowe, 


made a, decree quite contrary to that 
exorbitant Authority, that the Biſhops 
of Rozwe would have taken upon them- 
ſelves. Ne 

Truely there is nothing ſo i]l ground- 


ed as that Primacy, and that Title of 


Univer ſal Biſhop which the Popes chgl- 
lenge to themſelves: neither Peter;nor 
any of the. Apoſtles ever took upon 
themſelves ſuch title or juriſdiction, 
and though they obſerved among the 
Apoſtles and in the Primitive Church, 
the order of firſt and ſecond, e*c. 
yet ſuch an order was- never for. the 
deſtrution of the Authority of the 
other Apoſtles or Biſhops 3. ſince; a-/ 
mong the Apoſtles St. Peter who _ 
| 
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the firſt preſided not in the Council An - 

of Jernſalem, but St. James who was Chap. 2: 

- | Biſhop ofthe place, where that Coun- | 

: | cil was held; (ſince, according to the - & ? 
Authority of the Chancellour (b) Ger- 

* | ſor, in the Apoſtles times four Coun- (4) ron. 4. 5n© 

cils "_— held where St. Peter was not Propeſ _— 

reſent: now 1t is a principle 1n the [;--.:. 

Dodrine of Rome, So * title of pci 

Univerſal Biſhop gives one the right 

of preſiding in all Councils, - from 

whence the conſequence is manifeſt. 

As for the times which have followed 

thoſe of the Apoſtles, we know that 

the Popes have not always preſided 

in all general Councils; and that the 

only thought of being eleyated above 

other Biſhops and ſtiled Univerſal, was 

an abomination among all the An- 

tients, and. a thing lookt upon as an 

Apoſtaſie, and a monſtrous error pro- 

ceeding from the. bottom of Hell to 

plant Impiety- and Idolatrie in the 

middle of. the Temple of God, 


e About the end of the fifth Age 
e | about the year 600. John Patriarch 
of Conſtantinople would , have chat 
lenged to himſelf the title of Uni- 

I _ verſa 
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(a) Fpiſt. 36. 
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. could by right take to himſelf the 


Univerſal Church muſt need fall to 


Rome's true Grounds. Part Ii 
verſal Biſhop, and was in that enter- 
priſe ſupported by the favour of the - 
Emperor Mauricim: at the novelty 
of that monſtrous title all Chriſten- 


dom was ſtricken with horror 5 Pope 
Gregory the Great, (tirred up with 


the zeal of the-honour of God, with» 


ſtands vigorouſly the eſtabliſhment 
of that new title; he writes to Ex 
logizs Patriarch of Alexandria, and 
to Anaſtaſirs Patriarch of Anti- 
och (a): Never a one of my predeceſ- 
ſors, ſaith he, has been willing to con- 
ſent to a title ſo profane as that of 
univerſal Biſhop, challenging to him- 
ſelf the primacy over the other; God 
forbid that 'Chriſtian minds ſhould 
ever-be infe&ted with, fuch an opts 
nion as to believe that there may 


be in the world fome Biſhop who 


title of Univerſal. And in another 
(b) epiſtle to the fame : Without 
ſpeaking, faith he, of the wrong 
which is done to you; #f ſome body 
be called Univerſal Biſhop, this Oni- 
werſal Biſhop being falm, all the 


the gronnd together with m 
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and what madneſs, faith/he, what le- 
vity is it: to run after ſuch a Doqrine? 
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Tothe Emperor Meuriciwe (c), he pro: (5 wig. 15, 
teſts that it is: not for his owa particu- /. 4- 


lar iatereſt that he withſtands that pre» 
tended Primacy of the Biſhop of Corr- 
ftantinople, he makes him underſtand 
that itis the bufineſs of all the Church, 
that ſuch atitle is contrary to. the ot- 
dinances of the. Golpel,. to the: Holy 


Canons of the Church; and that it is 


an uſurpation :' Nurgquid ego in bac re 


piiſſeme domine, propriam cauſam de- 
fendo? &c. Cauſam Oniverſalis Eccle- 


fe ago, &c. That ſuch atitleisnew in 


the Churchs never one:of my prede- 
ceflors, faith he again, has been will- 
ing to cohſent to: thae title of fingula- 
rity, leſt other Biſhopsſhould bethere- 
by deprived -of the honaur- which- is 
owing tothem; and in another Epiſtle 
(d) to the ſame Emperour,. he doth 


openly declare, that if any Biſhop de- * 


fires to be. called Univerſal Biſhop, he 
is the forerunner of the Antichriſt. 
In fine, he writes to' the: Biſhap, of 
Conſtantinople himſelf, he prays .him, 


bJs 
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he beſeeches him, he exhorts him not 


to conſent to that title full of error, of 


3 2 " am- 
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ambition and madneſs, he ſaies that ie” 


-* , is atemptation-of the Devil of which 


FALL 
Chap. 2 


- 


he muſt beware, and that to-conſent to 
receive ſo miſchievous a title, is no- 
thing elſe but to loſe the Faith, andto 
become an Apoſtate from Chriſtianity. 
' Butalas! thoſe wordsfull of zeal and 
truth were the laſt words of the true 


. Roman Church ; that Church ceaſed - 


with Gregory the Great, and there ſuc- 


ceeded in its place a corrupted Roman. 
Church, whoſe Biſhop challenged to 
himſelf that monſtrous name ful] of 
Blaſphemy and Apoſtafie, which his 
predeceſſor withſtood ſo generouſly. 
The Emperour Maxricizs was mur-_ 
thered by Phocas, Phocas uſurped the 


Empire and made himſclfa Tyrant,and 


to have ſome prop for his tyranny, he 
gave Boniface IIl. to make him his ' 
creature, thetitle of Univerſal Biſhop; 
and that title which the Biſhop of Roare 
thus uſurped was eſtabliſhed by  de- 
grees, fair and ſoftly by the Pope's cun- 
ning tricks, ſo that abqut the year 642. 
they began intheſuperſcription of Let- 
ters, which were written to the Pope 
Theodorws,to ſet theſe words,which are * 
rcJated by 8ygebertag ig his Chronciles : 


7 


To the holy Father of Fathers, and $0- 


Againſt that monſtrous name full of 
Blaſphemy and Apoſtafie,the Churches 
of Greece, of Dacia; and i Thyrinm 
made oppoſition, and the. Kingdoms 
of France, Spain'and England 'were a 
long while afore they eould abide that 
huge and heavy burthen of the Popes 
dominion, and ſubmit themſelves to 
that primacy and univerſality of the 
} Roman Biſhop. dg, F 
p This is the ſtory and the progreſs of 
; that primacy, and it is upon that title 
of Univerſal Biſhop and ſovereign Pre- 
F late that the Church of Rome aſſerts 
> the Pope to be. infallible : that it is by 
| his judgment that the other - Biſhops 
D muſt be goveraed-; and likewiſe on the 
S 
J 
e 


contrary, that thereisnoneupon earth 
capable of redreſſing what the Pope 
has once ordained, as it is. written 
- in one of thoſe . 27 Propoſitiotls ia 
E which conſiſts the DiFatorſbip of the 


b P ope, 


© $,'3. That 


". Part IT. Rome's true Grounds, 68 © 


veraige Prelate of Prelates, &c. + _ Chape 8's 
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—_—_— F. 3. That the Ambition of the Popet | 
extends it felf as far as Impiety. 


* OU would imagine that propo- 
L fiction to be a Paradox, vis. 
That the Roman religion 1s grounded - 
upon Impiety ;* ſince there is nothing 
more contrary to Religion than Impie-, 
ty: but as much paradox as it is, it 
is very true for all that; or if one of 
the members of that Propoſition is 
to be deſtroyed to hinder it from be- 
ing a Paradox, weare to ſay that the 
 Romiſhis not a Religion.' As for the 
other member of the propoſition, to 
wit, that it is grounded upon Impiety, 
nothing is more true ad more eaſie to 
to be proved. The Church of Rome is 
all grounded upon the Authority of 
the Popes, now the Authority ofthe 
—_ injurious untoGod's Majeſty, 

. it doth eſtabliſh a manifeſt Impiety ; 
therefore it is evident that the Religi- 
gion or the Church of Rome is ground- 
ed upon Impiety. To prove the 294 
Propoſition of that argument, I have 
nothing elſe to do but to ſhew that 
the Popes chalfenge to themſelves the 
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wer of diſpenfing with the Goſpel 
os the An naar of God, and Chaos.” 
after they have taken to. themſelves © Vt 
a power as mighty as that of God Al- 
mighty, they had the temerity to take 
alſo ro themſelves the ſame. titles that 
we uſe to attribute only to-God or to 
Jeſas Chriſt our Saviour. - 


I. The Pope nin to bimfelf es an 


Authority as that of God. Awignny-- 
Ccording to the Maxime of Op- 


{atus (a), That thereis none but (0) b.3 = ; ; 


God above Kings and Emperours, that 
he who exalts himſelf. above. thoſe a- 
nointed of God, raiſes himſelf above 
all meo, and makes himſelf equal with 
God: Cum ſuper Imperatorem non ſit 
iſt ſolus Dens qui fecit Imperatorene, 
dum ſe--- ſuper Imperatorem \extollit, 
jam quaſi hominum exceſſerat metas, 
& ſe ut Denm non ut hominem eſti- 
mirat : from thence it is manifeft that 
the Pope makes himfclf equal toGod 


Almighty, fiace as I have thewed be- 


fore he raiſes himſelf above Kings and 
the Emperors. 


But he is not- contented with that; 


he 


my, OE has 
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> be maintains he may give diſpenſati- | 
CJ , 008 againſt that which the Apoſtles | 
- have ordained, even. againſt that. 


whichis contained in the Old and New 


Teſtament : Papa diſpenſat contre A- - 


A poſtolum, Papa diſpenſat contra vetus 
Teſtamentum, ſay the Interpreters of 

(5) Dreveal 10 the Pope in the Gloſs upon the Chap. 
3. 1;b.8. decon- (b) Propoſuit: and upon the Canon, 
ceſſ. prebendis. (c) ſunt quidam| Papa diſpenſat in 
| - {pt 25- Evangelio interpretando ipſum - and 
ou queſt, Thomas Aquinas holds, (d) that the 

' 2.Ari6. 10, Edition of a new Creed belongs to 
£- the Authority of the Pope. Accord- 
ing to thoſe principles Luther was con- 
demned, becauſe he held, that it was 


Not at all inthe power of the Church, - 


nor in the power of the Pope to eſta- 
bliſh new Articles of Faith, as it is 
to be ſeen in the Bull of Leo X. that 
begins, Exwrge, which is to be foundin 


the end of the firſt. Council of Laterar. 


You may give to that Theologie what 
name you pleaſe, but for my part, 
I cannot chuſe but think that to give 
diſpenſations againſt the Laws of the 


Apoſtle St. Paxl, to releaſe men from | 
obſerving what is written. in the Old ' 


and New  Teſtament,. may well be 
called } 


COON OoSCmNSSCY”,EzAcCWSp; 
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called more than Judaiſine, more than 
Mahometifme ; muſt be ſtiled Hea- 
theniſme and thonſtrous Impiety. 
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2. The Pope takes npor himfelf the 


ſame Titles that we uſe to give but to 
God Almighty, and unto Jeſws Chriſt 
our Savionr, the true Son of God. 


N the Book of Dectetals of ve- 


gory the IX. (2), Innocent IIl.faies, (a) Titw.7. a 
that the Pope upon the earth holds © 9--*- 


the place, not of a'mere-man, but o 
God himſelf; and according to thar, 
upon one of the Gates,of Kome theſe 
words are to be found: Paxlo 11T. 
Optimo maximo in terris Deo: To 
Pawl TIT. the beſt and mightieſt God 
upon the earth: after that what title 
can one give to God Almighty : Op#i- 


mo maximoe to attribute thoſe titles 


to men, who dares maintain that it is 
not an Impiety ? And leſt ſome ſhould 
believe that it is the fault of him who 
buile that Gate who gave to the Pope 
titles which the Pope does not aſſume, 
we are but toread the titles whichthe 
Pope takes to himſelf. ud 
Aartin V. (ends his Embaſſadors to 

=: Con- 


4 


F perſonam.” 


ADL” 
Chap: 2: of the inſtructions he giyesthem,. cons 


cerning the buſineſs, of- which he com: 
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Conſtantinople, and: in-the beginning 


mands them to treat, theſe are the titles 


which he takes upon himſelf: ſay@:{- 


ſimus & beatiſſimas, qui babet celeſie 
arbitrium, qui eſt dominue in tervis, 
ſucceſſor Petri, Chriſtas domini,; domi- 
2m univerſi, Regum pater, orbis In- 
men, &c. The moſt holy and moſt 
bleſſed, who has celeſtial Authority, 
who is Lord in the earth; ſucceſſar 
of Peter, the Chriſt of the Lord, the 


Lord of the Univerſe, the Father of 


Kings, the Light of #be World, &e, 
Truly when you hear thoſe-great Ti- 
tles, do-not you. believe. that it. -is 
Chriſt bimſelf. which is ſpoken of: the 
moſt holy and moſt blefled2?- there; is 
none but God: who can be the moſt 
Holy and the moſt. Blefſed; who.js 
Arbitrator of Heaven, and the Lord.of 
Heaven and Earth. What think you, 
is it not God Almighty ? is it not to 
ou him a Riyal and a Competitour in 
is mighty power, to give unto the 
Pope ritles which belong but to the 
Divinity ? In fine, theſe other titles 
following, the Chriſt of the Lord, -- 
| Lor 
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Lord oft he Univerſe, Fathey of K ing [ is 


the lightof the World &6. \Covtd you 
find in al} the" Seripture and ' in” rhe 
Holy Fatherd, more ſtati ly kad more 
mapnificedr ritles, to expreſfthe Rings 
dom, the fuprearn power, the poodnefs 
and the highneſs of Chriſbowr Lore? | 
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If the Pope doth : attribute 'to_ 


himfelf the ſame titles' and the ſame 
power, which 'are attributed only to 
God Almighty, isnot this:agood cauſe 


. to ſay that it 'ts a manifeſt Impiety ? 


And if the Koman Church beground- 
ed upon 'the power of the Pope, is 
there not good cauſe to fay'that it is 
grounded upon. Imptery >. i 
Sych is the Religion of Rome, it is 
not God Altiighty who is worſhipped 
in that Charcb;/-ir is the'Pope: Paris 
THF. Maximo optimo in terris Deo ; it 
is not the- word! of God; which is re- 
ceived-thereifor the word of truth, itis 
the word of the Pope, diſÞer ſat ſuper 
Evangelium: in the Roman Church it 
is not Jeſus Chriſt who is- the voſt 
holy one, it is Martin, \t is Alexander, 
Sixtws, Innocent, Clement or ſome 
other which you pleaſe, who is Biſhop 
of Rome - SanGiſſumus &+ Beatiſſumus : 
K 2 0 
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AAA in the Roman Church it is not Jeſus. 


Chap. 2. 
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Epiſt. ad Ti- 
moth. 
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of Nazareth who is the Chriſt of the 
Lord, the Lord of the Univerſe, the 
Father of Kings, the Light of the 
World ; it is the Pope Martin, Alex- 
ander, Innocent, Clement - Chriſtns 
Domini, &-c. And to be brief, it is 
not Jeſus Chriſt, if I may dare rehearſe 
that Blaſphemie, who participates the 
human and the Divine nature; it is 
the Pope who participates thoſe two 
natures, as it was proved in the The- 
ologie of the Papiſts about the time 
that Lxther began to be known in the 
world *, and ſome while after. Could 
ever Impiety have been raiſed up to an 
higher degree? could the Deyil him- 
ſelf have deviſed any thing more pro- 
fane? and do you think, that the am- 
bitjon which caſt him down head-long 
into Hell, was more criminal, and more 


:; oppoſed to God Almighty's Majeſty, 


than the ambition of the Biſhops of. 


Rome? 
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SECTION IL 
The Cowetouſ weſs of the Popes. 


"5 E ſecond point whereupon 

doth turn' all the frame of the 
Roman Church is Covetouſneſs ; 
"Twas to heap up riches that Pope 
Boniface VIII began to traffick with 
Indulgences and Forgiveneſſes, and to 
declare that the Popes BuUs. had effi- 


, cacy even in Pxrgatory, and that they 


were therein'exaMy executed in fa- 
vour of thoſe ſouls for whoſe deliver- 
ance a ſum of mony was given; 'tisto 
heap up great Treaſures that the Ro- 
man Church doth hold that the Pope; 
for a certain ſum..of mony, may dif- 
penſe in the degrees in which it is for- 
bidden by the Law of Gad tocontraCt 
Matrimony ; ''tis by reaſon of acertain 
ſum of mony, that your fins are for- 
given you how great and horrid foe- 
ver they be ; It is to heap up riches 
that the Church of Rowe ſells Biſhop- 
ricks, Archbiſhopricks, Cardinalſhips, 
all kind of Diſpenſations, and all kind 
of Eccleliaſtical preferments; ina word 
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it is to heap up riches that the Pope 
* ſends his Legates fnto all the King- 
doms which would receive them, to 
preach there Crozſadves, and Fubilees, 
and to diſtribute all kind of gainful 
Bul/r: : whereapon Pope Sixtw IV. 
was wont: tO ſay, That he ſhould ne- 
ver want mony, if ſo be that he 
ſhould never want Pew and Ink to 
write.” F032 T0 | 


Do but. open the Hiſtorians, and 
you ſhall find there the crafty tricks, 
which the-Popes have uſed to draw 
huge ſums of mony out of the King- 
doms that have acknowledged his 
juriſdiction. About the year 1216 
whilſt Exgland overcharged and al- 
molt oppreft groaned ſtill under the 
tyranny of the Pope, the Pope ſent 
his Legates into this kingdom; they 
Preacheda Crofadoe againſt the Twrks, 
and the Bull of - the Pope granted - 
thoſe who would make a vow to go 
into the Holy land to recover the ho- 
ly Sepulcher, the forgiveneſs of their 
fias, and a degree of Glory in Heaven 
above the reſt; upon this a great mul- 
titude of Gentry fold: and mortgaged - 
| theix 
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Part II. Rome's.true Grounds; 
their Eands 4nd Eſtates for the charge 


of that journey 3... but «s they were 
armed -and furniſhed for their journey 


another Legate- came; that: difpealed 
the Engliſh from their vow, -ahd/gave 
them the {ſame graces and. indulgences 
without": budging- from their 'owd 
houſes, provided: they would-give to 
the; Pope as munch: Mony as'was [ne- 
cellary to have been: ſpent 10: their 
jaurney. Theſe: are the fide.devices 


Which the Pope uſed to — 
_ 


out iof Englend p:inever a year: 
but; $he :Popes/! fent -over ;intb+ this 
Kingdom ſome new! Commiſſions, 
ſome new pretenſes to raiſe mony, in 
ſo much that the Pope called Erg- 
land, his garden of pleaſure, and his 
bottomleſs treaſure. 

It is by the means of Bal, 
Indulgences, Forgiveneſſes, Diſpen- 
ſations and —orher-fich-ftaffes the 
Pope has uſed to*draw from other 
Kingdoms as well as from England 
innumerable ſummes of mony. In the 
time of Martina V. they brought out 
of France to Rome 9000000 nine mil- 
lions of Crowns, which are 2250000! 
two millions two hundred fifty _ 
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ſand pounds ſterling; and at this time 
the Popes are wont to complain of 
France, and the 7talians ſtile it Here- 
tick .or at leaſt Semiheretick , be- 
cauſe the Pope has now out of that 
Kingdom every year but 28 Tuns of 
Gold: which are 56e000! five han- 
dred fixty thouſand pounds ſterling 3 
and 1690000! fixteen hundred nine- 
ty thouſand pounds ſterling leſs than 
they had ufed to receive. Do but 
judge from thence what he has, what 
he had, and what he intends to have 
out of all the other Kingdoms whicti 
are ſubmitted to his dominion. 


T Part If. Rome's true Grounds. %9o 
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Concluſion of the ſecond Part. 


That the Ronian Chutch being 
founded upon the principles 
which [ have rehearſed, is fallen 

| inco Cormyeten and Error. 


$. t. Horrid- Corraptions in its Mat 
mers. 


LT Hat can we expect of a 
Church, which'1s ground- 
ed upon- Ambition, and 


Covetonſurſs, but that it muſt fall 
into abundance. of Errors, and pro- 
ſtitute it ſelf to all kind of cor- 
ruption? and ſo it is happened to the 
Church of Rowe. Do but read the 
- [lives of the Popes, who have ruled it 
fiace its fall, you Fi thall find there ſuch 
dreadful and dy ſtories, as ſgarce- 
ly could you fad amongſt Turks and 
Idolaters. | 
"_ Jobe XL who was Baſtard to 
Poge Tergiuss governed the Koman 
out the _ 931, he was 4 
Monſter, 


aid... MS. 4 a. ba... Sd 


FALALT Monſter, (as Baronins himſelf relates) 
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yet for all that he was the chief of the 
” Roman Church; Do but judge now 
what could that Church be whoſe 
head was a monſter? Pope John XI. 
had the government of the Roman 
Church about the year 955. he was 
but 18 years old when he was made 
Popez Beronizs (peaks of that Pope 
with horror and execration, and if 
| you. would ' know the, particularities 

of the life of that Pope, you are but 
to read Luitprandws (a), Sygebert (b) 
and Artonir (c), and you ſhall learn 
that' that Pope was worſe than'/a 
Turk or an Idolater: he' took E£631- 


tract. 16. $» I'6s dren to make them Biſhops Ko he confer- 


red the Sacred Orders in. a Stable; 
he drank to the Devils good health; 
his occupation all the day long -was 
to ſpend the time in playing atDice or 
other ſorts of games, and it was in 
thoſe' 'paſtimes he uſed to call upon 
the name of Jxpiter and Yerws ; after 
which the death of that Pope was con- 
formable-enough to the life he had 
led; for whilſt he was in the middle of 
his diſſoluteneſſes'zhe Devil beat him 
fo much that he dyed of itz was notthe 

5% 961 <4 2 BOURNE 


Gs At Su. es £.,a aw ons. ans RO i Oe Eng 


— 


2a AA © © 


- 


2:  } a OG 


Po 


3 0.we aw mn AWW. - 


{iz 7 
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Roman | Church well. grounded upon 


the Authority of ſuch a Pope? and 
is.1tnot a.thing well contrived, to ſay 
that a Pope who calls upon the name 
of :Devils, - enjoys an infallible Au- 
thority, and that a Church which is 
grounded upon ſuch an Authority 
rs unable to receive or conceive any 
error? | 


PRAD 
Chap. 2. 
LN IJ 


We are but to read Platina, Oun- 


phrigs, and others, who are Hiſtorians 
of the Roman Church, to diſcover the 
wickedaneſles of the Popes: Pope Bo- 


niface murthered(4) two Popes to be (a) Baron. an 


their Succeſſor in the Chair of Rowes 585: 


and . BerediF .IX. who was but ten 
years old when he was made Pope, by 
the faction of his. Father, lived a mon- 
ſtrous, life all the while he ſat in the 
Chair of Aome, witneſſes Baroniae, 
Platina, and others. | 
There has been atime that they have 
ſeen three Popes at a time excommu- 
cating one another z they have ſeen in 
that Chair, Popes Murtherers, Popes 
Adulterers, Popes Sorcerers, perjur- 
ed perſons, fimoniacal, and full of all 
other crimes that can be imagined: and 
to ſay that ſach Popes are infallible, 


L 2 that 


3 
FAT) 
Chap. 2. 


Rome's true Grounds. Part I. q 


that they be governours of the Church 
of Chriſt; truly if we ſpeak ſtri&-' 
ly, there is not an evident Meta- 
phyfical contradidionz no more than 
there is an evident Metaphyfical 
contradiction, in faying, that Je-' 
ſus Chriſt might take even the De-' 
vils to make them the ordinary 
preachers of his Goſpel, and the Or- 
gans of the Holy Ghoſt, and that 
he might chuſe $atha» to make 
him #he governor of his Church. Ne- 
vertheleſs though thoſe propoſitions 
contain not a ſtrict impoſlibility, yet 
we may ſay that they contain an 'in- 
finite number of inconveniences and 
impoſſibilities ia Morality; and men 
can hardly believe that God Almigh- 
ty ſhould have choſen Sethar a- 
mong all his creatures to make him 
the governor of his Church. I ſay 
the ſame of the Papes ; Men can hard- 
ly believe that God ſhould have che- 
ſen the good friends of the Devil, 
thoſe creatures, which the moſt mo- 
derate among the Papiſts, call mon- 
ſters, to make them the Organs of 
the Holy Ghoſt and the Chiefs of the 
:rue Church. Judge of the members 
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by their Chief, and enquire from thoſe 
who have travelled into 7taly what 
life lead the moſt part of the Car- 


_ dinals and other [Princes of that 


Church, or-elſe read what Honorins 
of Anthur, S$ygebert and St, Bernerd 
have written; this is for corruption 
of manners. 


Q. 2. Some. extreamly groſs errors in 
the dorine of Rome. 


S for the errors that are built up- 

on thoſe principles which I 
have rehearſed, I ſhould write a great 
volume if I ſhould relate them all, 
and ſhew that it is upon thoſe prin- 
ciples that the diſcovery of a Purgato- 
ry, the Doctrine of the Maſs, the Cor- 
ruption and Augmentation of the Sa- ' 


' eraments of that Church, the Igno- 


rance of the Holy Scripture, and the 
Invocation of Saints, which in the'Ro- 
man Church is gone as far as Idola- 
try, are all grounded; and leſt ſome 
body ſhould believe that I charge 
falſely the Church of Rowe, when I 
accuſe it of 7dolatry, or leſt ſome 
we h te te 11 OE Sy 
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Rome's true Grounds. Part. fl 


uſe to ſay, that it ig but the common: 


people, that ground their hope up-, 


on the merits of the Saints, . and, that: 
the learned: men, . wha. are. lightned,. 
do not fall in ſo groſs errors; do but: 
read the Pſalter of the bleſſed Virgin 
Mary in the works of St. Bonaven- 
#xre, and you ſhall ſee that this Cardi- 
nal attributes to the bleſſed Yirgir Ma- 
79 all that which is attributed to God 
Almighty in Davzds Plalmes,and every 
where where the name of God ſhould 
be, he puts inthe room the name of the 
Bleſſed Virgin; pray can any thing be 
more impious and more wicked ? 
Neither can you ſay that that error is 
an error of a private man, for I anſwer 
that it is a publick error in that Church 
and the error of the Church it. ſelf, 
fince in the book of the Maſs, upon 


St Nicolas's day (6b) the Prieſt who 
ſays the Maſs, hath an order from the 


Church, whereby he is engaged, under 
the pain of a Mortal (in, to pray God, 
that, by the merits and prayers of St, 
Nicolas they may be delivered from 
the fire of Hell: Ut ejus precibus + 
meritis 4 gehenne incendijs liberemur: 
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body ſhould believe, what the Papiſts. 
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a Church which makes that. Prayfrs © 


doth it not bdlieye,, has it is by the 


prayers and: Peri of St, \Nielar 


we are 4chive from fl ell? Lay L 


believe that, is hay 
rible STK Ta the 


ame ook or 
Maſs, on the day (a) of St. Peter and (:) The &*g 
St. Paul, all the Roman Church prays 7 


to God, that by the merits of theſe 
two Saints, all men may obtain Eter- 
nal Glory : Ut amborum meritis eter- 
nitatis gloriam conſes 2quamur ; then it 


is the errour of all t 


Roman Church 


and not of a private man, to believe 
that it is by the merits of Saints we 
are to obtain eternal life. And on the 


day (6b) of St. Bonaventure the Church (b)The 14% of 
leaſe /% 


of Rome prays God he would be 


ed toabſolve all men from their ſins by 
the merits of that Saint: ejas interce- 
dentibus meritis ab omnibus nos ab-. 
ſolve peccatis. Now a Church which 
believes, that it is by the merits. of 


Saints, that we are delivered 


from 


Hell; that it is by the merits of Saints 
that we obtain eternal life; that it is 
by the merits of Saints that our fins are 
forgiven, is that a Chriſtian Church ? 
could the Mahometans and Idolaters 


hold 


IT 


| Chap. 2. ſtrucive of the merits and more © 

F- A —— 3 p: 
| pofite to the Glory of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
could they invent an error more cons 
E. trary to the truth of Chriſtianity ? 


Op. Rome's tr#e Grounds. Part Il. 7 
| CAALF) hold or think any thing more de- - 


CENERAL CONCLUSION. 


That ] was erg oged to go out of 
the Church of Rame, where- 
of God Almighty made mie 
know the erroys by the degrees 
I hawe rehearſed in the two 


parts of this diſcourſe, 


. 


Fter I had made that cxamina- 
A tion of the principles where- 
upon is grounded the Autho- 

tity of the Roman Church; after [ 
had difcovered the falſehood and the 
nullity of the reaſons which ſhe al- 
ledges to oblige the world to commit 
it ſelf into her hands; after I had found, 
that Antiquity, Multitude and Suc- 
ceſſson are not priviledges which the 
Church of Rome policies above all 
other Churches; after I had known 
that if the Church of Zoxe ſhould ea- 
joy all thoſe priviledges above other 
Churches, yet it would not be a good 
conſequence from thenee, that ie be the 

trite Church and a Church freed from 
| M _ «errors; 


General Concluſun. 


errors; after I had diſcovered that all 
the iofallibility of the Roman Church 
was grounded only upon the Autho- 
rity of the Popes, and that the great- 
neſs and Authority of the Popes was 
grounded but upon - Ambition and 
Covefonſneſs, 1 underſtood that there 
was no other foundation of the true 
Religion but the word of God, 1 
acknowledged the truth, .of thoſe 
Axtomes of St. Chryſoſtome (a) - That 
the Ignorance 'of the Scripture .pro- 
creates Hereſiesz and that (6b) the 
Scriptures bring us to' God Almighty, 
drive -away Herelies, and keep us 
from falling into error: that thought 
imprinted it ſelf upon my mind very 
ſtrongly, and made an end of ſcatter- 
ing away the-Clouds: which Truth 
ſeemed to be wrapped in: I knew ma- 
nifeſtly that all points which are cal- 
led Articles of Faith in the Roman 
Church, but are not grounded upon 
the Scripture, are indeed Articles of 
the Intereſt and of the Ambition of 
thoſe who rule it, and not Articles of 
Faith, which are to be no other than 
Articles of the Word of God; I un- 
derſtood well that 'that which was 
: taught 
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them ; moreover, in examining parti- 
cularly and without preoccupation 
the 'Articles of Rome, 1. knew?! them 
to be contrary to' the Scriptare ; ſo, 
whereas at that-rime I ackaowledg- 
ed'; nothing but the'.word .of God 
for:the true: rule of my Faith,..I.con- 
ctuded that all thoſe Articles.of Rome 
were ſo many errors, and: that hay- 
ing ;a.natural obligation to forſake 
error aſſoon as we know .it,. I was 
obliged to. go, out of the , Roman. 
Church, to  fatſake altogether: and 
SY all the-errors which 41t ftands 
or: 
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&. I. The occaſrom of a Sermon about 


the Sacrament called again in m 
| evind all the notions T had of the 
Errours of Rome. OY 


Hus 1 diſcuſſed the Articles of 


the Belief of Rowe, when the 
time of my obedience being finiſhed, 
I left the Monaſtery where I was near 
Saumnr to come againto Paris; there 
the F. Provincial, who had diſpoſed of 
his Secretary to ſend him to govern 


- oneof the Monaſteries of our province, 


ſpoke of making the his Secretary; 
bur the Divine Providence ordered it 
another way - for the F. Provincial, 
ſeeing that the F. General had taken 
upon himſelf all the care of our Pro- 
vince, for the while he was to ſtay at 
Paris, thought that it ſhould be need- 
leſs to take a Secretary ; that was the 
' geaſon why he commanded me to 
go to preach at the Pariſh of Mex- 
don, which is a Borough fix miles 
out of Paris. That Place where 
God Almighty had begun ſome years 
before to lighten me with the light of 


his 
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his Truth, ſeemed to me the place 


of all the world the moſt plea 

and the moſt well liked. 1] preachec 
every Sunday and every Holy-day 
which is kept by the Church of Rome, 
till at laſt, about the time that they 
Celebrate the days which are cal- 
led Corpas-Chrifti-days, being engag- 
ed to preach as I us'd to dog I read 


again what I had written. afore up- 
on the matter of the Sacrament, and 


[ was troubled in reading what I had 
written: What! ſaid I, muſt I abuſe 
the people who truſt to my knowledge 
and fincerity? I have a long 
while in doubt, a long while examin- 
ings 'tis enough, while I doubted, I 
taught the people certain Dodftrines 
of which I was not ſure; - but now 
that God Almighty hes lightened my 


_ eyes, muſt 1 ſtil} withſtand the light ? 


be ſtuborn and rebellious againft 
truth ? 

Yet for all that, God forſook me 
once more, or rather I could not 


perſwade my felf, I was not conſtant 


enough to oppoſe my ſelf openly to 


theerrors of the Roman Church. Ah! 


I ſhould have gone up to the Pulpit; 


I 


2 


General Concluſion. 


I ſhould have faid to/all that people, 
that certainly they lived in ignorance 
and Idolatry ; I ſhould have faid that 


- the Euchariſt is true Bread, that 


Chriſt is in Heaven preſent corporal- 
ly, and that he is preſent upon the 
Earth, only by Faith- in the ſouls of 
the faithful who receive the Sacra- 
ment of his body and blood holily 


and worthily. But T ſhould have 


been ſure in the mean time to be 
ſtoned preſently, or elſe if that people 
had dealt with me- more moderately 
according to the forms of their laws, 
I ſhould have been ſure to have heard 
pronounced againſt me a ſevere ſen- 
tence of death, at leaſt a 'condemna- 
tion without mercy to be kept in a 
dark hole -of a Priſon, and there 
make an end of a woful life, in the 
middle of the Enemies of the Faith, 
who would have unmercifully lookt 
upon me with horror and execration: 
and thou didſ{t not give me,O my God ! 
at that time the ſtrength and the con- 
ſtancie wherewith thou hedgeſt and 
cloatheſt thy Martyrs. 2 

| TI preached again afterwards ſome 
Sermons, whereja I ayoided as much 
as 


General Conclufion. 


as I could to-ſpeak*'of matter of Con- 
troverſies ;/ at laſt. finding my ſelf not 
ſtrooag enough/to,make a publick pro- 
feffion of the' goſpel in the middle of 
the Enemies of the.Faith, I rook a reſo- 
lution to go dwell ina:Country, where 
I ſhould be free to, profeſs openly the 
purity of the Word of ,God. 


$. 2. The difficulties I ſuffered and 
the oppoſitions T had to overcome. 


Was toſuſtain for that ſeveral com- 
bats, and to overcome ſeveral dif- 
ficulties: I found'my ſelf ina a 'very 
honourable eſtabliſhment, very conve- 
nient for a ſure entertainment, for ſtu- 
dy and for the Society of learned men 
and perſons of quality; all my ſuperi- 
ours loved me; I was very acceptable 
to all my fellows; men both old” and 
young earneſtly ſought to be acqgaint- 
ed and to converſe with me; every 
body treated me with very 'much e-- 
ſtcem and honor; I could'not'forbear 
to hear my friends ſaying, that the 
people were well: edified 'with my 
Sermons; - thoſe of my. Superiors who 
came 


/ 


General Concluſon. 


came to hear me were obſequious & 


nough to flatter mes and though I 
ſuppoſed the commendations which 
were given to me to beill grounded, 


yetl could not forbear to receive from 


them ſomewhat of vanity : Alas ! ſaid I 
with wy ſelf, altogether thoughtful, 
I ſhall be en go leave all wy 
friends, to ferltke all my kinſmen; 
may be [ ſhall be reduced to ſuch a 
condition that I ſhall have no provi- 
ſion nor ſecurity for the things of this 
preſent life: I ſhall be called a Here- 
tick and Apoſtate; they will forge a- 
gainſt me all that can be imagined of 
1ojuries and flanders; thoſe of my 
friends the moſt zelous for the Church 


of Rowe will believe that they do a 


great ſervice to God, in. curſing me _ 


with all kind of woes and curfings ; 
my own Mother will look upon me as 
a monſter, ſhe will curſe a thouſand 


timey, the day wherein ſhe brought _ 


me forth into the world, and I ſhall 
hear from her every day that ſhe is 
dying with the diſpleaſure and the 
troubles ſhe ſuffers upon my account. 
Then it wasT had need tocall up all 


my refolutions, all the attrac@ons and 


the 
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the charmes, which grace made me 
feel in my heart to counterbalance 
the inclination of nature, and to over- 
cottie all its powerful impreſſions - 
thete was need to oppoſe God to the 
fleſh and blood, grace to nature, and 
my ſalvation to all my natural ſatiſ- 
fations. 


$. 3. The reaſons which 1 thoiight upon 
ts my mind to defer my converſion. 


Will not blufh to confeſs here my 

weakneſſes, I tortered, . I ſought - 
after reaſons and pretenſes, to ftay in 
the profeſſion of the Rotnan Church, 
which 1 knew to be the true Baby- 
lo#, and I thought I had found ſome. 
It is not the will of God, faid I, that 
a man ſhould abandon himſelf evi- 
dently to be ſtaryed ; we are not mas 
ſters of our lives, God made us- bat 
Guardians of theth, arid we cannot ex- 
poſe our ſelves to death whea we 
pleaſe: I cannot husband the ground ; 
I was never taught any trade to 
get my living; I cantot in Fraxce, 
after I have been a Prieſt, profeſs 
the purity of _ Goſpel, without 


mak:- 


(4) 1 Cor.7-31s 


(b) Joh. 4- 2 


"Gonnel Condafes, 


makiog me guilty of'a,crime of hi bh, 
treaſon in that —_ om; I ſhall be Ks . 
liged to remove fr 


om thence iato 2 


ſtrange Country, and there dwell with- | 


out Friends, without acquaintance, 


and without any help to live; and, 


is not that to deſtroy ones ſelf with- 
out any order of God, and tempt his 
Divine providence? I will live in the 
Church of Koxee as if I was not of the 
Church.of Rome; the Saints live itt 
the world, as if they were not of the 
world; (a) they uſe this world as. not 
abuſing itz" I will profeſs in the bot- 
tom of ,my heart the purity of the 


4- Goſpel 3 (6) Godisa ſpirit, I will wor- 


ſbip-him 1a ſpirit, he will be ſatisfied 
with my good will; I will proteſt be- 
fore him every day ſceretly i In the bot- 
tom of my ſoul, that I abjure and for- 
ſake all the errors of Rowe, and that 
I do not intend to be partaker of all 


the Superſtitions-which it is ſtuffed 


withal ; Lwill never preach but matters 
of Morality, I will never ſpeak in my 
Sermons either of the Tranſubſtant1- 
ation of Chriſt in the Sacrament, or 
of the Invocation of Saints, or of 
worlbipping Images , or of the infal- 
' libility 


| 


SOOTHE GORHRCHSCTE.- mh 2 = ow ww o wh avon doe re as a ens en. a. 


EeV*s * > 


bk SES ac 


+= .O a og OP 6: > 4 004 WITT FT vo ap 


Gentral Concluſion! 
libility of the Pope in muking- Arti- 
cles: of Faith;'or in canotizing whom 
he -pleaſes,' or''of Indulgehvies, -.or 
Purgatory ,z fince I know 'manifeftly 
that they are errors, 'whichthe' Popes 
have deviſed as means to get. mony, 
by,” which haveino foundition-iu the' 
Word of God * whea I ſhalt be obli- 
ged-to bend by knees in the:preſence 
of- the Sacrament, I will lift up. my 
ſpirit towards Heaven, to dire& my 
worſhipping-to'Jeſus ChrifttheiEver- 
laſting God full of majeſts3 whoreigas 
there in the midft of his-Adpets;. at 
laſt when I ſhall be obliged'xo fay the 
Maſſe, could not T rid my Tetf of rhat 
fanction as: of 'a © meer ceremotltie-by 
which a blirided people has ufeth. to 
worſhip God ?' and could not:\ome- 
body -1magine : all' the turnings-:and - 
walkings of the Maſs not to be much 
more criminal ' before God; than Dat 
vid's dancing ati] leaping, when: he 


_ danced before the Ark: to: honout 


God' Almighty his Majeſty 2 Is it 
my- fault if *the people will be »de- 
ceived ? and will not: have their 
hearts opened .t6' the Purity of | the 
word of God? Can it -be poſſible 

N 2 | that: 


99 
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that God ſhould ask of me an account 
of the Salyation of thoſe men, wha 
will ſtubbornly follow errars, and 
whoare all diſpaſed to tear me in pieces 
if I dare publiſh the truth? Am TI bet- 
ter than I know not how many learn- 
ed men, who live in Fraxce, who 
know wery well the errors of Rave, 
who notwithſtandivg continue in the 
communion of - that Church > Am I 
better than a great many DoQors of 
Sorbon, who are perſwaded that the 
Church of Rome is fallen into a mul- 
titude of Errors and Corruptions, e- 
ven as many of them have often de- 
clared to their friends? Am I better 
than ſeveral Biſhops and Archbiſhops 
of Frarce, who ſuppoſe themſelves e- 
qual in every thing tothe Biſhop of 
Rome, who do not repute his decrees 
to be of an infallible determination? 
In fine, am I better than all thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who compoſe that famous 
Society of Janſenifts, who are almoſt 
all the moſt learned writers, the rareſt 


| menand moſt witty in all that king- 
dom? Am I better, ſaid I, than all 


thoſe excellent men, who are ac- 
counted even among the Papilts as if 
. they 
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they were perſwaded of all the truths 
of the Proteſtant Church, whom the 
Papiſts themſelves accuſe as if they 


+ Intended to eſtabliſh the purity of 
the Goſpel, to aboliſh thoſe pretend- 


ed Sacraments newly. found qQut by 
the Church of Rowe, who are looke 
upon as if they intended to intraduce 
into that kingdom, prayers in a vul- 
gar na_ overthrow the Superſti- 
tions of the Maſs, and deſtroy the 


| obligatian of the ſecret confeſſion 


unto a Prieſt? For thoſe Gentlemen, 
for all that they know evideatly the 
errors of Roxe, do not forbear to ſay 
the Maſs, to preach, to write Books 
even. in the matter of the Euchariſt 
for the very dodrine of Rome, to ad- 
miniſter the Sacraments after the 
form of that Church, and more than 


' that, they Dedicate their Books to 


the Pope himſelf to dazle the peo- 
ple, and to make as if they would 
have acknowledged. his juriſdictioo, 
and his Authority. If ſo be that all 
thoſe excellent and learned men do 
diſſemble, may not I diſlemble_with 
them? if they do deceive the peo- 
ple, may not I deceive them my 
a 


the peopte;” in perſwading thent what 


" Grlitval PSs fon. 


_ and. perforiy -but outwardly all the 
funtions ret r_—_ of me ? 24 39 


% 


$. 4. God as me bd ens, bis 


great ſin it is to withſbend the Ho- 


' ly Ghoſt, and ſo 'makes an end of 


my converſi Fon, and brings me out 


E the Communion of Rome. 


Tc thoughts brought me. itito 
ſuch a condition, that I was 
very near ſtaying ſtill in the Roman 
Church ; the mind which' one may 
have to live 4n quietnefs and fecuri- 
ty in the middle of? HR Friends'iangd 
kinſmen,”'arong*s* Peaple”-of Whoth 
he ts almoſt worlhipped, 'was a migh- 
ty prejudice” which hindred me frim 
diſcovering the terror 'and/ falſehood 
of all thoſe conſideratfors:* Burt at laſt 
the grace' of 'God did perform irs ut- 


cermoſt-*endeayour to'rake me out; 


1 underſtood that God is Truth, and 
that tying and diflimulation - have no 
other Father than the Devil. What! 
ſhall I ſpend -all ' my life” in : ſedneing 


i 
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I do not believe, my ſelf? Alagd-thoſe. 
god people ill, think. that I ſpeaks, 
rom my heart, that I preach the will. 
of God, that-,I declare, to them his' 
heavenly orders, and-I'all the while 
ſhould be but, the inſtrument 'of the: 
Devil 7... ER: 


Thoſe, who.have no convenient -- 


time, nor opportunity toinſtrutthem- 
ſelves-in the Holy Writings, becauſe 
they are treaſures which the Pope has 
hidden from them, .. will come -to-me 
to. take advice upon, their. doubts, 
[ ſhall perceive ſometimes in thoſe in- 
noceat ſouls the rayes of Grace, : which 
is pleaſed to work ſometimes. mighti- 
ly in the ſimpleſt Conſcjences, as the 
Sun on the untilled lands, ; ſhall I then 
withſtand the Spirit of God? deceive 
the ignorant with a = coloured with 
ſeveral Sophiſines to ſuffocate ſpringing 
truths which Grace would .haye pro-. 
duced 2? (hall 1 fay that God doth 
ſpeak this when God doth not ſpeak 
it? and ſhould not Ibe the moſt wick-. 


ed in the world to abuſe thus and. 


deceive men, who ſhould come to.me 
with ſo much of innocency and figce- 
gs rity? 


- 
' 
: . 
- 
, 
thoſe 


Juſtice: their fins will tiot be an ex- 
cuſe for me. 1 thought then I heard 
all the maleditions (a) which God 
has pronounced againſt the falſe Pro- 


© phets who ſeduced his people. And 
' What doth a Prieſt who ſays the Mafs 
in the Roman Church, and who is ful- 
ly perſiwaded of the trath of the word 


of God? doth he not cauſe the peo- 


le to believe that there is no bread © 


in the Sactament? that the bread is 
Tranſubſtantiated into the body and 
blood of Chriſt? is not ſuch a Prieft 
guilty before God of all the Idolatries 
of the people and of all their errors, 


Ge? 


| Thoſe laſt hindrances being over- 
thrown, after Crace had overcomie the 


ſhifts which my natural inclinations - 


had before deviſed, I took the refo- 
lution to forſake entirely the Church 


of Koave, and to retire into ſome coun- = 


try where I might freely and publick- 


' iy make profeſſion of the purity oo 
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* 103 | General Concluſian. 
| rity > The examples of all thoſclearn- | 
ed men whom I propoſed to iny ſelf | 
juſt now, fignifies nothing to anſwer 
at the great tribunal of God's ſevere * 
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] the Golpche did veep wel laighe, ©. 

] that 1-whs 40 | Wan Sealing: 7e- 

j well te all-the fausfagions of . this 

| world, fo taxe my. leave of all che 
1 delights and-recreations of the earth, 
4 2nd wait for nothiag byt crofles, 
| troubles, ſorrows and all kind of per- 

ſecution from the Enemies of the Goſ- 
pel; Idid fareſce that Tundertook the 

eateſt and moſt jmportant buſineſs 
| of all my lifes but the hope of my 
| eternal Salvation quickned me, and 
{ the inward comfort I felt in follow- 
ing the light of the Spirit of God 
4 tmade me ugdergo all kinds of trou- 
bles and difficulties: | 

Thus I went out of the Church of 
Rome: theſe are the means wherewith 
God Almighty has been pleaſed to 

ark my converſion : ſuch has been 

he , ef of God towards me, 
Nh of his abundant 
mercies 3 nat analy he made me under- 

| ſtand my errors, lightaed my mind 
1 with the marvellous light of his Holy 
Word 3 but furthermoxe he drew 
me out of thoſe ertors by the Almigh- 
ty ſtrength of bis arm; and brought 
me into a land full - light and truth, -- 
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a Church which is: as Chis prey) 
GY lixF Kingdom, Je we diſown, de-* 
teſt and abhor thoſe 'impious and! 
pernicious. errors of the Church. o 
Rome, thoſe dodrines which are de-- 
ſtruftive of ere Chriſtianity. 

The God of all mercies keep.tu in 
this Holy faith, and call home ſuch as: 
are willfully or ignorantly gone a- 
ſtray, and give them grace-to receiye- 
the love of the truth, that the num-** 
ber of thoſe, whom he has choſen / 
from the beginning, may increaſe more” 
and more_to the Honor and Glory of 
| his moſt Holy Natne. Amer. 


ay 


